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cne aims and baciigrouncl of the society• I related data 

F 1 — society ranch, the. same as set ofe. m .fSTereneed:’ f/ 

.^Ay^Letter^.1' -She 'Cfate'd, ; 'that is due to return 


to 


towards the latter part or February, at,which ; ' 

. raurther. discus Sion, on': a chapter : fdrination. will be'he'ldv - 

. At tire present: time there are no ' definite. plans ".for a chapter" 
in Riverside;,:,;^ V/ , ‘ " f - V■ /g-v ; 

f/ - The foregoing is for the Bureau*s information. 
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utive Orders 
Describing 


From -the Federal Register 
Government Take™over 


b 6 
b7C 


Federal Register, Record of all laws, executive orders and executive proc¬ 
lamations adopted or approbed by Congress, can be read in Los Angeles 
County Library (First & Broadway, Main Floor, Alcove 4) and at other li¬ 
braries in the city. This series of Executive Orders was signed by Presi¬ 
dent Kennedy on February 16 , 1962* 


E.O. 

#10995 

E.O. 

#10997 

E.O. 

#10998 

E.O. 

#10999 

E.O. 

#11000 

E.O. 

#11001 

E.O. 

#11002 

E. O 0 

#11003 

E.O. 

#11004 


E.O. #11005 


—— Take-over of communications media. 

- Take-over of all electrical power, petroleum and gas, fuels 

and minerals. 

- Take-over of food resources and farms (including all equip¬ 
ment for farming). - ... — - 

- Take-over of all modes of transportation and control of 

highways, seaports, etc* 

- Mobilization of all civilians into work force under govern¬ 
ment supervision. 

- Government take-over of ail health, education and welfare 

functions. 

- Designates Postmaster General to operate a national regis¬ 
tration of all persons. 

- Government to take over all airports and aircraft. 

—— Housing and Finance Authority to relocate communities —— 
build new bousing with public funds-—designate land areas 
to be abandoned as unsafe——and establish new locations for 

population-complete integration will be enforced hereby 

under J.F.IC. 8 s latest executive order against discrimina- 

_ _tion in housing built with public, funds . —------- - - 

—— Government to take over* railroads, inland waterways and 
public storage facilities. 


E.O. #11051 —— Designates responsibilities of office of emergency planning; 

gives authorization to put all other executive orders into 
effect in times of increased, international tension or 
economic or financial crisis. 

Part One— Sec. iOl d — herein states (the Director) is to •. perform such 
additional functions as the President may from time to time direct. 




THE CXVXL DEFENSE & DISASTER BOARD of your city has the power to enforce 
these orders. On occasion of any crisis, real or MANUFACTURED, The Civil 
Defense Board notifies the Mayor*; he notifies the Governor; he notifies 
the President. Upon the latter’s O.K., the entire program automatically 
goes into effect. The state and federal governments take over your busi¬ 
ness, your job, your home, your personal property AND YOUR PERSON. You 
will be rounded up and. transported in trucks and busses to areas which THEY 
designate. You will be ordered to work at tasks which they determine. 

_There will be no—going -back-.— Your - homes— will be razed- and rebuil t—by -the - — - 

Government under pretext of clearing a "dangerous" area; housing thereafter 
will be under government control. THIS XS XT. 


Xn Los Angeles, the Civil Defense <Sb Disaster Board & Corps was created by 

Ordinance #97600, as amended in its entirety by Ordinance #102735» inclus¬ 
ive of Ord. #105699» passed by the L.A. City Council on January 26, 1951* 

and signed by Mayor Bowron on the same day. 

WRITE YOUR COUNCILMAN urging repeal of this dangerous legislation! 

E.O. #11310 - Assigning Emergency Preparedness Functions to the Attorney 

General, by—passing any Congressional authority. Presently 
there is no Attorney General. His functions are being 
carried out by an assistant who has not taken any oath. 
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KILLED IN VIETNAM 

BY ft RUSSIAN BULLET 
RKED FROM A RUSSIAN SUN 




du Berrier 

STRAIGHT FROM VIET NAM FOR THESE ENGAGEMENTS 

Subject 

VIET NAM 
WHY NOT WIN? 



Hilaire du Berrier is an American who knows Viet Nam and has spent thirty years 
reporting on affairs from the Orient. His recent book, BACKGROUND TO BETRAYAL — 
TRAGEDY OF VIET NAM, published in 1965, has become a handbook for understanding 
the Viet Nam war. 

By December 7, 1941, Mr. du Berrier had already been in Asia more than four years, where 
he had been writing articles for America on the Japanese invasion of Indochina. Although 
he served as Newsweek's correspondent in Shanghai, his extensive knowledge of Asian 
affairs is not based merely on journalistic observation. 

Mr. du Berner's experience in Asia is vast and varied. He piloted a courier plane between 
Hankow and Nanking and operated Free China's underground radio stations. His courage 
and ingenuity was recognized by a special citation from the Nationalist Chinese govern¬ 
ment. He was also decorated by the French Government for helping the French resistance 
group known as Reseau Mingant, which was responsible for saving the lives of many 
downed American fliers. Following VJ Day, he served as Far East Specialist for the 
American O.S.S. 

Much could be written about the three years he spent in the Japanese prison camp in 
Shanghai and how he defied the torture chamber under Japanese brutality. In 1955 he 
accompanied the Vietnamese mission to the Big Four conference in Geneva. These are 
but highlights of Mr. du Berrier's amazing career. 

Just prior to this lecture tour, he spent eight weeks in Viet Nam in order to bring you 
this up to the minute report. This recent trip, coupled with his thirty-year background on 
affairs from the Orient, qualify him as one of the few real experts on the causes and 
consequences of this third largest war in American history. 
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LOCALLY SPONSORED BY THE TACT COMMITTEES OF: 


LONG BEACH - LAKEWOOD ■ SEAL BEACH - R0SSM00R 
LEISURE WORLD - BELMONT SHORE - LOS ALTOS 


DOUGLAS MacARTHUR ELEMENTARY SCHOOL AUDITORIUM 
WOODRUFF AND CENTRALIA • LAKEWOOD, CALIF. 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 7th-8:00 P.M. 

ONE DOLLAR DONATION AT THE DOOR 



29 PROGRAMS IN THE GREATER LOS ANGELES AREA: FEBRUARY 7»h THRU MARCH 31sf 

PHONE NOrmandie 3-801 1 OR 799-5745 FOR DATE IN YOUR LOCAL AREA. 



































AND WHY NOT ? 


■ : 'V, 



Havana (AP) 1-7-66 "A Soviefifpresentative totcl the Tri- 


Continental Conference of Revolutionaries Thursday the 
U.S.S.R. is "doing everything possible so that Soviet tech¬ 
nical equipment—planes, missiles, artillery, ammunition, 
and other aid-reach the hands of the Vietnamese.. 
v 

Russian war supplies sent to Vietnam include: MIG jet 
fighters and crews, SAM (surface to air) anti-aircraft mis¬ 
siles and crews, radar operated anti-aircraft guns, 120 
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NONE DARE CALL T 


BY GARY ALLEN 


WITH LARRY ABRAHAM 




Introduction by Congressman JOHN G. SCHMITZ 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


“qA young man 
came to the plains of China 
from far-away America. 

He came 
to teach Chinese people 
of the Christian way of life. ” 

John Birch was his 
Hname~22Tyears old - a Baptist missionary - caught 
in the midst.of the war with Japan. His career inter¬ 
rupted, on July 4, 1942, he joined General Chen- 
nault’s American Volunteer group. He lived and 
worked and fought with the Chinese Army, gaining 
their respect - preaching Christianity where he could. 
Walking hundreds of miles through enemy lines, he 
became the eyes and ears of America’s 14th Air 
Force. Speaking Chinese and disguised often as a 
coolie, he became a legend in his own time. “Where 
brave men were common, John was the bravest man 
l knew,” said a comrade in arms. 

General Charles B. 
Stone was more specific, “. . . Birch, over a period 
of two years, during which he was almost continually 
in the field, living under the most primitive conditions 
and constantly^ in close proximity to the enemy, 
achieved phenomenal success/’ 

General Chennault 
expressed the love and admiration of all who knew 
him, “I have always felt towards him as a father 
mieht feel towards a son.” 


JOHN 

BIRCH 


WHAT HE LIVED FOR 


Captain Birch receiving the Legion of Merit from General Chennault. 









ADVERTISEMENT 


Burial of Captain Birch, with full military honors, on a hillside on the outskirts of Hsuchow . 
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WHAT HE 
DIED FOR 


During the long .war’CaptSin^E^rch 'light of his] spiritual goal. 

On Au gust 13, 1945, he wrote in the last letter Sl liis - lifmorning, I held a service 
for bringing us to the eve of victory... Father, do not worry about my ‘turning 
back in the furrow.’ As it pleases God to use my voice for preaching His Gospel, I expect to be doing that.” 


Twelve days later John lay dead in a ditch near the town of Hsuchow— 
shot and cruelly bayonetted by “our Chinese Communist allies.” His death was known and mourned all 
over China, for he had become a symbol of Christianity, of true brotherhood and humility, and of the 
goodness and strength of America. The cruel murder of Captain Birch was a grim warning by the Red 
Chinese to all who would oppose their 20th century barbarism. 

On November 16, 1945, Adeline Gray, who was herself a newspaper 
woman as well as former instructor at Nankai, wrote John’s parents that “Had not the truth been sup¬ 
pressed, Capain Birch’s death would have headlined every newspaper in the United States/’ But the 
news reached America only through private sources. 

The fact that Communism’s powerful friends in Washington could hide 
the truth of his death was a minor evidence of the domination of foreign policy which could smother in 
the same year the on-the-spot report by Patrick Hurley (our Ambassador to China) of China’s betrayal; 
could completely suppress the official China report of General Wedemeyer; could stop the flow of all 
military supplies to Chiang Kai-shek, and with raw gall broadcast that Chinese Communists were 
agrarian reformers and truly democratic. Senator William F. Knowland stated that if the story of John 
Birch could have been known and understood, it could have made a huge difference in our attitude 
and the circumstances that led to our engagement in Korea. 

It is a testimony to the active Christian faith which John Birch preached 
that his story is today known and that the symbol of his life, which the Communists tried to stamp out, 
now guides the society that bears his name. 


“He dkdaLlhelmuh- 
of the Red Chinese 
- first victim 
in a long, long war. ” 
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SHOULD I 



INVOLVED? 


Recently a young woman was 


knifed to death on the streets of New York. The assailant made 
three separate attacks spaced over a period of thirty minutes. 
The killing was clearly witnessed by thirty-eight people from 
the safety of their homes. Anyone of them could have saved 
her by simply calling the police ... but no one did. When 
questioned by the police they answered. “I didn’t want to get 
involved,” Some watched with curiosity as Katherine Genovese 
pleaded for her life. Others found the scene frightening and 
pulled down the curtain. 


Is there a moral breakdown in 


our country today? Have we become so callous that we do 
not care if another being lives or dies? 


How are we reacting to the 


realities of our world? What do we think of the steady gain 
of Communism - of the millions killed, tortured and enslaved 
by this criminal conspiracy? Do we still laugh at Khrushchev’s 
claim that our children will live under Communism? Do we 
shrug off Cuba? Will we shrug off Mexico? Are we concerned 
about the certain, documented, real influence Communism 
exercises in Washington? Do we watch with curiosity? Do we 
pull down the curtain on these disturbing thoughts? Do we 
draw the warm covers of apathy around our necks? 






ADVERTISEMEf 





The goals of The John Birch Society* 
may be summarized as: less government, more individual responsi¬ 
bility, and a better world. The immediate purpose of the Society is to 
play a leading role in stopping and routing the international Com¬ 
munist conspiracy. 

Under Lenin the Communists adopted 
• a three-step strategy for conquest of the world. They have not de¬ 
parted from it since. The plan can be paraphrased as follows: 

1. Take Eastern Europe. Except for Greece and the city of 
Istanbul, this was completed by 1950. 

2. Gain control of the mass and masses of Asia. Today this is 
more than 80% accomplished. 

3. Encirclement and infiltration of the United States. Now more 
than 50% accomplished. 

The Communist program requires the 
breakdown of existing governments, destruction of la^and-orcJeL' 
and the creation of chaos. Riots are one tool of Communist takeover^ 
is another. Communists glorify violence is their 
most persuasive weapon, and the American people are seeing it at 
work now in our own country. 

Communists work for the gradual but 
complete destruction of the three great human loyalties - to God, to , 
family and to country. Today you are seeing widespread and tragic 
results of the insidious forces at work to that end. For the Communists 
simply cannot permit any lasting loyalty except to themselves. 

The John Birch Society realizes that 
Communism will not be stopped by a half-hearted or left-handed 
effort. For this reason its members are dedicated and completely 
committed. They demand of themselves more sacrifice and more 
work than they have ever put into any organization. This, combined 
with a unity of purpose and a common understanding that Commu¬ 
nism is completely counter to the “upward reach” in man - the realiza-* 
tion of man created in God’s imaged gives The John Birch Society 
its strength and ever increasing influence. 

Members of The John Birch Society 
realize the grim truth that all of us are involved whether we like it 
or not. The Communists leave us no choice. 


WE 

ARE 

INVOLVED 
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HE HAS STIRRED 



THE SLUMBERING 
SPIRIT 

The Founder of The John Birch Society 
is Robert Welch, In the candy manufacturing business all his adult 
life, he served as a Director of the National Association of Manufac¬ 
turers for seven years. An author, philosopher and historian, Mr. 
Welch gave up most of his business responsibilities in 1957 to devote 
practically all of his time and energy to the study of communism. He 
formed the first working chapters of The John Birch Society in 1959 
and serves today as its leader without pay. 

Mr. Welch has stated in The Blue Book , 

“It is my fervent hope that The John Birch Society will last for hun¬ 
dreds of years, and exert an increasing influence for the temporal good 
and the spiritual enoblement of mankind throughout those centuries.” 

Mr. Welch’s writings have created wide¬ 
spread comment — some critical. Few were ready to believe him when 
he warned of the impending Communist take-overs by Castro in Cuba, 

Ben Bella in Algeria, and Sukarno in Indonesia. But with events prov¬ 
ing him correct again and again, his writings are now closely scrutinized 
by all serious students of anti-Communism. 

“There is no question,” as National Re - 
view pointed out, “that he has stirred the slumbering spirit of patriotism ^ 
in thousands of Americans, roused them from lethargy, and changed 


their apathy into a deep desire to first learn the facts about commu- f 
nism and then implement that knowledge with effective and responsible j 
action.” j 

Mr. Welch with his wife, Marian. 















ADVERTISEMENT 






Former Congressman John H. Rousselot (right) is National Direc¬ 
tor of Public Relations for the Society and Publisher of American 
Opinion Magazine. He is shown with (L to R) Willard S. Voit, 
American Opinion Libraries Representative, and Donald Harper, 
Administrative Assistant to Mr. Rousselot. 
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9 Although it has been made unmistakably dear many times in the pub¬ 
lications of The John Birch Society, it is well to note again that no mem¬ 
ber is ever obliged to carry out any action or project the fulfillment of 
which would be contrary to his conscience 

FATHER FRANCIS E. FENTON, M.A., S.T.L. 

ACTION PROGRAMS 


The impact of the Society’s action programs is due to the fact that the mem¬ 
bers are well informed and act in unison. The effectiveness of each individual 
member is multiplied many thousand times by this concerted effort. 



The American Opinion Speakers’ Bureau provides speakers for small Circulation of petitions on important action such as the impeachment of Earl Warren * 

and large audiences ali over the United States. Here Jose Norman, a __ 

Cuban exile, speaks on Cuba. 



‘‘Impeachment is a proper legal procedure provided for by the Constitution. It is the only legal 
means of removing from office the members of the Supreme Court who are appointed by the 
President for life. Thomas Jefferson set in motion an action to bring about impeachment of As¬ 
sociate Justice Samuel Chase of Maryland. Jefferson wrote in 1821, “It has long been my 
opinion... that the germ of the dissolution of our Federal Government is in the Constitution of 
the Federal Judiciary,” The John Birch Society sees that dissolution of our government in the 
present decisions of the Warren Court, The Society has provided a packet of information out¬ 
lining the reasons why Warren should be impeached. 
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THE 

COMMUNIST 

ATTACK 


In the fall of 1960 The John Birch Society learned 
that the Communist Party, U.S.A. was working for the passage of a bill that would 
take away funds of the House Committee on Un-American Activities so it could 
not investigate the Communist Party. For a while it appeared they might succeed. 
Then the Society (and other patriotic groups) began an all-out campaign to defeat 
this bill. The result was an overwhelming defeat for the Communists in the House 
of Representatives in 1961,— 412 to 6. 

This was perhaps the first tangible evidence of the 
effective strength of the newly formed John Birch Society, and the Communists de¬ 
cided it must be destroyed. A directive for the destruction of such anti-Communist 
groups went out from Moscow on December 6, 1960. 

The opening official attack against the Society came 
on February 25, 1961, in People's World , an official Communist newspaper pub¬ 
lished in San Francisco, California. It said there was a new, secret, fascist group 
which was setting up “cells” all over the United States. The succeeding Communist 
attacks pulled a lFjthe sta gs out, charging the Society with everything that was evil — 
hate group, racist, anti-Semitic, Hitlerite, terrorist, ad infinitum. Much of the press 
picked up the chant, spreading the falsehoods acrossThe nation in a few short weeks. 

The intensity and virulent nature of the attacks con¬ 
fused many good people. Some were thoroughly brain-washed. The Communists had 
used certain trigger words and many Americans reacted in Pavlovian fashion; “hate 
peddler,” “radical,” and “extremist” were parroted by people who began to dislike 
the Society without knowing anything about it. 

To disprove the charges leveled against The John Birch 
Society, Robert Welch requested a thorough investigation be made by an official 
government body. — 


Enter (from stage right) the John Birch Society 
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of thought hurt .become evi* templed opinions at th# AFL* 
dnt lit labor CIO KxecuHre CcmncU mmipa 


People’s World, official West Coast Communist newspaper, launched the attack against the Society 
on February 25, 1961 . 
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Of THE STATE Of CALIFORNIA 
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Additional Note: 

The Senate report also covers Mr. Welch’s widely 
criticized statements concerning the Truman and 
Eisenhower administrations. The statements were 
contained in lengthy letters in which Mr, Welch 
queried his friends as to the reasons for the rise of 
Soviet power in the face of United States suprem¬ 
acy following World War II. These letters, not in¬ 
tended for publication, were written at the time the 
Eisenhower administration was following some of 
the liberal positions toward world Communism, 
examples of which were the failure to remove left 
wing influences from the State Department, the 
U.S. moratorium on nuclear testing, and accepting 
Castro as “the Abraham Lincoln of Cuba.” 

To answer the critics Mr. Welch expanded, slightly 
revised the letters, and published them in book 
form in 1963. In the published book, called The 
Politician, Mr. Welch states that the reader can 
reasonably conclude that President Eisenhower had 
been deceived by the Communists. 

Although Mr. Welch severely condemns the Tru¬ 
man administrations loss of China and the dis¬ 
missal of General MacArthur, he is just as critical 
of President Eisenhower for continuing some of 
the mistaken policies of his predecessors in regard 
to Communism. Mr, Welch's concern is under¬ 
standable. 

It is important to note that this book is not litera¬ 
ture of The John Birch Society. In fact, at the 
formation of The John Birch Society on December 
9,1958, the original letters were expressly excluded 
by its Council. 


THE 

CALIFORNIA SENATE 
INVESTIGATION 


A thorough investigation of The John Birch Society 
was conducted by the Senate Fact-Finding Subcommittee on Un-American Activities 
of the State of California under the chairmanship of Senator Hugh Burns (Dem.). 
Two years in the making, it was released in June of 1963. Quotations follow: 

“The attack against The John Birch Society com¬ 
menced with an article in the People's World, California Communist paper, in Feb¬ 
ruary, 1961...” 

“Our investigation and study was requested by the 
Society, which had been publicly charged with being a secret, fascist, subversive* 
un-American, anti-Semitic organization. We have not found any of these accusations 
to be supported by the evidence.” 

“We find The John Birch Society to be a Right, anti¬ 
communist, fundamentalist organization. It was conceived, organized, and is domi¬ 
nated by Mr. Robert Welch, who runs the Society with the aid of a National Council 
and Advisory Committee.” 

a y ^;j/ “Communists are trained to ofeey a directive or a party 
‘ assigniiMff^wither 

told not to follow any program or directive unless they agree with it, as may be seen 
v ... v 
in many of the monthly bulletins sent to the members. Whenjhe policies and actions 

of the Society are no longer supported by a member, he may resign and get a pro¬ 
portional rebate of his annual dues.” 

“We believe that the reason the John Birch Society 
has attracted so many members is that it simply appeared to them to be the most 
effective, indeed the only, organization through which they could join in a national 
movement to learn the truth about the Communist menace and then take some posi r 
live concerted action to prevent its spread.” 

“The organization is open to people of all religions, 

all races *.” , ■ . 

“From all sources, we found that there was little more 
secrecy about the society than any other private organization; indeed, that since there 
had been so much publicity about this movement, in papers and magazines and gen¬ 
eral circulation, that it is now probably less secret than the Elks Club, Moose Club, 
or other private group that accepts members by vote or invitation and does not open 
its meetings to the general public.” 


NATIONAL 



Strom Thurmond, United States 
Senator 

"‘Fin not a member of The John 
Birch Society or any of those or¬ 
ganizations. I understand they’re 
agaihst Communism, and Fm for 
any group that’s against it (Com¬ 
munism) ” 

Greenfield News, Greenfield, South Caro¬ 
lina, February 2, 1962 


LEADERS 
SAY: 



Reverend J. L. Ward, Minister , 
Nashville , Tennessee 


“The John Birch Society is one 
of the greatest organizations in 
the world today. It is not sub¬ 
versive. Its concern is with justice 
for all and the peace and dignity 
of everyone ” 

Statement made August 29, 1964 


J. Edgar Hoover, Director of 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
“I would have no fears if more 
Americans possessed the zeal, the 
fervor, the persistence, and the 
industry to learn about the men¬ 
ace of Red fascism. I do fear for 
the liberal and progressive who 
have been hoodwinked and duped 
into joining with the Commun¬ 
ists.” 

Statement before Committee on Un-Ameri¬ 
can Activities, United States House of 
Representatives, March 26, 1947 



W. Cleon Skousen, Former 
FBI Agent and Chief of Police, 
Salt Lake City 

“I certainly would have no quar¬ 
rel with anyone who wishes to 
disagree with some idea promul¬ 
gated by The John Birch Society. 
In a Republic this should be ex¬ 
pected. However, no American 
should stand by and see a legiti¬ 
mate group of American citizens 
dishonestly ridiculed and smeared 
at the instigation of the interna¬ 
tional Communist conspiracy.” 

W, Cleon Skousen, The Communist Attack 
on Jphn Birch Society, Page 11 


Ezra Taft Benson, United 
States Secretary of Agriculture, 
1953-1960 

“When he (son Reed) joined I 
expressed my opinion that I was 
convinced that The John Birch 
Society was the most effective 
non-church organization in our 
fight against creeping socialism 
and Godless Communism. I also 
stated that I admire Reed’s cour¬ 
age and applauded his decision.” 


Address Delivered December 19, 1963, 
Boise, Idaho 



Dwight D. Eisenhower, For¬ 
mer President of the United 
States 

“The John Birch Society is a 
good, patriotic society. I don’t 
agree with what its founder said 
about me but that does not de¬ 
tract from the fact that its mem¬ 
bership is comprised of many 
fine Americans dedicated to the 
preservation of our libertarian 
Republic ” 


Column by George Todt in Los Angeles' 
Herald-Examiner, March 23, 1964 
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WHY HAVE SO MANY JOINED?- 





In the words of the California State Senate report ... 

“We believe that the reason the John Birch Society has attracted so many members is that it simply 
appeared to them to be the most effective, indeed the only organization through which they could join 
in as a national movement to learn the truth about the Communist menace and then take some posi¬ 
tive concetfiritiMHBBHflRvt its s; 




In the words of a member 

“For some time, I have been growing more and more concerned with the way in which our nation seemed 
to be heading and as to what kind of a future my children might expect. When The John Birch Society 
was presented to me, I knew at once that this was what I had been looking for. The people I have met 
through John Birch are the finest one could hope to meet.” 

Mrs. Beth Cleminson, San Gabriel, California. 


KH SOCIETY. 


Introductory presentations of The John Birch Society are now being held throughout Southern California. 
For the place and time of a presentation in your area and/or additional information packets , send in the 
coupon below . 


THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY, INC. 
2566 MISSION STREET 
SAN MARINO, CALIFORNIA 


I would like-to know more about The John Birch Society. 

Q / would like to attend an introductory meeting. 

Please send the items I have indicated: 

Preliminary Information -Free 

packet-$1.04* (Includes the California Senate Investigation Report) 


Introductory 


Special Packet - $5,20* (Includes The John Birch Society Blue Book) 


Enclosed is my check 


ADDRESS NO. & STREET 


or money order) in the amount of $-. 


Tax. 


* Prices include 4% California Sales 


ADVERTISEMENT 











\ 


Merely being patriotic or anti~Communist is not sufficient qualification for membership. We must have associated with us, 
now and in the future, only men and women of good will, good conscience, and religious ideals. For we are striving to set 
an example, by dedication, integrity and purpose - in word and deed - which our children's children may follow without 


hesitation” Robert welch 


Men and women of integrity and purpose building rededication to God, to family, to country, and to strong moral principles. 
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Bulky Exhibit - Inventory of Pro| 

FTM92 (Rev. 12-S-50) 



r red os Evidence 



May 6, I960 


l_1 Check , when submitting semiannual inventory, if no previous correspondence with Bureau . 


Bufil© 

Field Division 

i 

Los Angeles 


Title and Character of Case 


JOHN BIBCH SOCIETY; 

ROBERT WELCH, Founder 

INTERNAL SECURITY (INFORMATION CONCERNING) 


Date Property Acquired 

J4.-28-6O 



California Sir National Guard (See serial 5) 

Location of Property or Balky Exhibit 

Bulky exhibit room 

Reason for Retention of Property and Efforts Made to Dispose of Same 

Reference, indefinitely retained 


Description of Property or Exhibit and Identity of Agent Submitting Same 


Submitted by SA | j 

1* One copy of booklet entitled "The Blue Book of The John Birch 
Society” Second Printing, Copyright 1959 hy Robert ‘Welch. 
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Bulky Exhibit - Inventory of Prop 4-Ired as Evidence 

FD-m mev. i^ 5 -se) V ;HP %7 
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'September If 


1. \ Check , wAen $w6piuJircg ^emiormual inventory, if no previous correspondence with Bureau * 


62 - 104401 . _ 

Title and Character of Case 

JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY - ; 
ROBERT ’WELCH, Founder 


Field Division 

Los Angeles 


INTER HAL SECURITY: ^INFORMATION CONCERNING) 

Date Property Acquired I 


9-14-60 


Lockheed, Aircraft Corporation, Burbank,. Calif# See ser53 


Location of Property or Bulky Exhibit 


Reason for Retention of Property and Efforts Made to Dispose of Same 


Reference, indefinitely retained 

Bulky exhibit, room 


Description of Property or Exhibit and Identity of Agent Submitting Same 

Submitted by SA Allen F# Prei 

1# One booklet entitled "American Opinion", Vol# II, Number 1, Jan 1959, 
2# One card entitled "Lets End Foreign Aid"# 

3# one copy of "The Blue Book of The John Birch Society", Second 
Printing, Copyright 1959 by Robert Welch# 

4- Two copies of "The John Birch Society", pamphlets dated 2-29-60* 

5. One copy of "The John Birch Society", pamphlet dated 6-1-60. 


ALL INFORMATION HCMTAINED 
HEREIN IS UKCLhSSIflED 
DATE r-vfc BY efti-etM*) 


fooissmt'M S' 

j SEARCHED \ 

I SERIALKEfiL.^Cfi1 ED. 

SEP 15 TO 

?8S*lQS AN6E1ES _| 


Field File t 1Q0 - 59001 - 1B2' 





Bulky Exhibit ~ Inventory of Prope 

FD-192 (Rev. 


^j^cquircd as Evidence 


Date 
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m Check , when submitting semiannual inventory, if no previous correspondence with Bureau . 


Bufile | 

Field Division 

62**10L|lt-01 1 

LOS ANGELES 


Title and Character of Case 


JOfflJ BIRCH SOCIETY 


SM-C 


Dote Property Acquired 

lt/19/63 

Source From Which Property Acquired 

I *1- West Coast Representative 

- HCUA 

Location of Property or Bulky Exhibit 

Bulky Exhibits Room 

Reason for Retention of Property and Efforts Made to Dispose of Same 

Reference 7€/(Z<#z£ej^ 


Description of Property or Exhibit and Identity of Agent Submitting Same 


Submitted by J.S. TEMPLE 

1. Booklet entitled: ’’Kangaroo Court versus The John Birch 

Society” 


INFORPMT!?"''"a'TAISc& 
HEREIN IS OHCLASilJtO 

SUX. —BY _SI Q^zSss/j n 


DATE 


Field File « 10 Q _ ^gQOl - 1B3 


L 


(Mz &SMLi (3 3 


SEARCHED.. 




.INDEXED, 


SER1AUZ EdA/.^FIUEB .-Jtf. 

‘APR 3 0 ISC 3 ^ 

FBI - LOS ANGELES 


I- 










Bulky Exhibit - Inventory ol Propel 

FD-192 (Rev, 12-S-S8) ' 


# 


cquired as Evidence 


Date 


June XI. 


1963 
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CD Cheeky when submitting semiannual inventory , if no previous correspondence with Bureau, 


Buflle 


Field Division 

62 - lOiUiOl 


Los Angeles 


Title and Character of Case 


JOHN BIRCH 80CI3TY 


SM-C 


Date Property Acquired 

Source From Which Property Acquired 

0 




(See Serial 765) 





Torrance, California 

Location of Property or Bulky Exhibit 

Reason for Retention of Property and Efforts Made to Dispose of Same 

Bulky exhibit room 

Reference 

--- L _ tL _ 


Description of Property or Exhibit and Identity of Agent Submitting Same 


Submitted by IC 


1. Papers, letters and applications from various individuals to 
the John Birch Society. 




HEREIN IS UNClAjoiHli) 
*<L- 0 Y 



Field File I 100-59001-lBij. 
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April 15, 1950 


w 



n-i 


Newport Bcaah. California \ 
Dear I I ■.■ .v;' '; y ‘.'■ 7.. 


fp& 


'ThA^ 


Your letter-dated .April 5, 1950, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted your conoruni- 
cation is indeed appreciated. 

in response to your inquiries, I must advise that 
the jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI do not 
extend to furnishing evaluations or contents concerning 
the character or integrity of any individual, publication 
or organization* The FBI is strictly an investigative 
agency of the Federal Government and, as such, does not 
issue clearances or nonclearances. 

The FBI has, from tine to tine, issued literature 
concerning the nenace of connunisn. In view of your 
interest, I an enclosing sone of this literature. 

I have noted your very kind personal concents, 
and I trust that the work of this Bureau will continue to 


and I trust that the work of 
nerit your support. 


Sincerely yours, 

I . ^ 


Vllohn Edgar Hoover 
v Director 


Enclosures (7) 


I - Los Angeles (enclosure) (SEE NOTE TO LOS ANGELES, PAGE 2) 


' all ^FCRlWATI'OW 
HEREIN tS. UnCLASSi 

MTE.Jrfcfc RY 


■ C JJ Q O 

/ W V" 


7 - > 




- ■ • 




April 5th 1960 


Mr, J. Edgar Hoover, - ■ ‘- 

Dept of Justice, 

Washington, D.C. , . 

Dear Mr, HI over: ' V. * 

In the past you have been very kind to answer 
my letters regarding communism. To me - this is the most 
consecrated battle all America should fight. It is 
appalling the way they have infiltrated in all branches 
of our life - the government- especially in the high 
places - our schools and churches. 

• / I have been asked to join the John Birch 

Society that is fighting communism. There have been so 
many socieities springing up that supposedly are fighting 
this horrible menace but When you took into them they prove 
to be only a front. The above mentioned society seems to 
be above reproach but would appreceit it if you would give 
me your opinion on it. 

As I have written before you and your men are 
truly the unsung heroes of this battle and with all you 
have to fight in Washington 1 sometimes wonder how you have 
the heart to go on. God bless you all - always. 

Enjoyed the article about you in last Sunday*s 
Los Angeles Examiner in the Newsweek section. Your 
praises should be sung from the housetops of all America. 


Yoitrs truly, 
,/s/ _ 





standard form no. 64 


Office Memormdum • 
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UNITED STATlS GOVERNMENT 


SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-59001) 


3/21/60 


SUPERVISOR 


SUBJECT: 


JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 


_ I | U. S. Army# Retired, I I 

I I telepftonicaxiy advised on 3/18/60 that he had 

Just read about the explosion of a Northwest-O rient ai rplane 
over Indiana in which all aboard were killed. I { stated 

that the Bureau should give consideration to the fact that 
maybe some members of the John Birch Society were aboard this 
plane and communist agents perhaps had destroyed the airplane. 

I | was closely questioned as to whether or not 

this was a suppo sition o n his part or whether he had any 

specific facts. L.'.I stated that he had no specific factual 

information and that it was merely a thought which occurred to 
him. 

In view of the nonspecific nature of the information, 
no action is called for. 

EFL: DRU j) **■**' - 

a) . . 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN is unclassif© 

sate X53s__ (j 'ijttuima. 


/ oo 3 

SEARCHED.INDEXED_ 

SERlALIZED..^.„.FILED..fe.i...„ 

! MAR 2 1 r 





■« . -• * 5 ®; 


- J- «>;W 


;b7C: 



; Enclosed is a copy of correspondent's communi¬ 

cation. Bufiles reveal that correspondent wrote to the 
Bureau oh October 29, 1957,. and December 3, 1959, furnishing v : , .. 
her observations concerning^mattersshe believed to be of .; " 
interest to the Bureau. The-receipt of these letters was 
• acknowledged on November 8^/1957, and December 11, 1959, and 
with the latter letter she was furnished a copy of the v 
Director's article, "Communist Illusion and Democratic.’wpafvtf - 
Reality,* pursuant td her request *J* 0 **"--<- ' 

i- ' ;• Information concerning ilie John Birch.Society- 'jif&l'&fci 

is contained in SAC. Letter 60-5. ' -v s ’ '\ /•- :' 

The following items of literature were sent 
the correspondent: ;~ y • V-. 'N y ' /° 0 : ■ T •' 

l. Statement of Director Concerning the 17th\ 

National Convention, Communist Party, USA, 

: December 10-13. 1959. , ' V.; 

’ ; ■ 2, "Breaking the Communist Spell." 

3. n V¥here do We Stand Today with Communism in 

; the Uni ted States ?" .. . • :.. ; y. ;* . *••• . 

4. "God and Country or Communism?* 

• / 5, - "How to Beat Communism.* y -,v„ ; -• : 'v.• ' ' 

6i "Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion." 

7. "Communist 'New Look.*" 
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Albany 

Albuquerque 

Anchorage 

Atlanta 
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Denver 

Detroit 
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♦ 


{Copieste Offices Checked) 


l _1 Honolulu 

□ Houston 

1. 1 Indianapolis 

□ J ti^k soxivlile 

□ Kansas City 
o Knoxvi lie 
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txi Los Angeles 
1 —l Louisville 
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□ Miami 
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L. -1 Minneapolis 

□ Mobile 
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□ Omaha 

[ I Philadelphia 
i I Phoenix 
L—I Pittsburgh 

□ Portland 
L 1 Richmond 
ED St* Louis 

CD Salt Lake City 

□ San Antonio 
l—I San Diego 

CD San Francisco 
i _I San Juan 


4-15-60 


□ Savannah 

□ Seattle 

CD Springfield 
I-1 Washington Field 

a Qucmtico 

TO LEGAT: 

L_) Bonn 

□ H a van a 
l . J London 
CD Madrid 

i—1 Mexico D* F* 

□ Ottaw c 

□ Paris 

□ Rome 

□ Rio de Janeiro 

□ Tokyo 


RE: 


53 For information □ For appropriate action CD Surep, by _ 

CD The enclosed is for your information. If used in a future report, L I conceal 
all sources, CD paraphrase contents, 

I f Enclosed are corrected pages from report of SA _ 

dated ____ 

REMARKS: 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
PfeT F S'V'V. _ BY Sfj- 
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Age 

c. 


ting satisfactory, for remainder. 





character ,of case 

Sec. Mat. 

.leasts 


nn Female, 
aj •£* i Scars, marks or other data 


/jamp Iain an l's ; address and • 

Complaint received .- * ‘ j - 1“ * 

telephone number . t , 

General Electric Co.,’ 

lYYY [personal 1 f Teiechonie 

735 State,' ;s . " Barbara • 

Date 4 / 25 / 6 O Timo ^ ^1? ' 

s—i——^- L 



Birth date .and Birthplace 


•. Weight - ! ‘Eyes 


•Complexion 


Facts of complaint s ‘ *.< * , > • * •' ... _ - ■ »* '*< * ,• ' V*’ 

. Source, I T advised that various e/mloyees 

had been contacted to attend a talk by Ro bert Welch of 1, 'the John Birch Society, to be 
held at the home,of | [ .Sarfca Barbara, on 4/^15/60.' . ' . • ‘ ' 

Source advisedthatanacauaintancfe. l I did attend the ■ 

meeting for him, and had written up the, attached resume of that meeting. ' 

I I stated the' resume, neet, not be returned.. 


1 - Attach. 




A 




Hie : 

V se±3SSan 






[ stKiui^n-vJU'K I'S . 

.. M* i 

• r.r i •* ^ * i 

FQi-^ LCS ’ 1 

















? COMMSRCiAU • !NDtlSrrt1AL DEPT, 

THE THOMAS SHAHEEN COMPANY 

SALES - LEASES - EXCHANGES 


1*00 EAST C0MP70K BtVO, 
COMPTON. CALIFORNIA 
N£ S-S741 « NE 0-2442 
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Complaint Form 
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a O' r ' _ 

^ ^ !< ' ' • y' .* )'* ‘J ' 

<•.- / \ ': S'- ^ 0|f y 

Note: Hand print names legibly; handwriting©attsfactory for,remainders* jt , ^\- . . ’ , ■• ’ 
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•• b7C 


•Subject's name and aUasef* ' , / ’ ‘ ’ 

Jr;wV BitfLH soaetf 

vAddress pt subieci. •’ ■ . » v - v .\ •*’ 

Character of case 

'' ;' ■ '•• ' .■•• 

Comolainant . ‘ * 

Complainant^S. address and 

Complaint-received 

1 

1- ,_l 

t X .| Personal ( , 1 Telephonic 

not. 4/&/6G Time j/‘ 3^ 4 l 

: — - — *-* -1 

1 OR, /?/■<? A^Ti. oww 

. . . t ... " .* 7 t-—.■...1-— r.- 



• | 
o u 

91 M 
W 4) 
Q 


Race 


Ago 


Sex 

,- L *4 Mate 




Height 


Hair 


Weight 1 


Scars, marks 

;•#. : 


Eye.s 

iWB m 


Build 


Birth dqte and Birthplace 


, Corpplexioti 


1; rfIarch^d ...I.Z.wbPtn.D.L.,-. 


3_ 


«sUiSLASSF© 1/ ■’ 

Jtt&sa&L . ' . * - J 
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4(^ C. Xwf R** A t •**« ' / ® 4 *A 

/ y, : /wa,‘ *#<***** **T . 

■&., <uu ^ WS - *t .; ■ 

^ju ^ & . .,....,. 
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Action Recommended ’ j 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (62-104401) 5/2/60 

SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-59001) 


JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY; 
ROBERT WELCH, Founder 
INTERNAL SECURITY 
(INFORMATION CONCERNING) 


aisSatS; 


comp,any,,, 

SA 


Re SAC Letter 6o-5(C), 

On 4/25/60 | |General Electric 

-235StateStreet, sanca ^arpara. California, advised 
_ J that various employees of the General 


Electric Company at Santa Barbara had been contacted to 

attend a talk by ROBERT WELCH of the John Birch Snr.lPt.v_. 

T-ftilrh wm scheduled to be held at the home of I _ I .. . 

l at Santa Barbara, California.on.,A/LikzMi r , j I 

advised that an acquaintance of his,| [did attend 

this meeting and furnished him with a.OTTGTJSn.Y'SS'Sume of 

activities which transpired at this meeting. 

f I reoorted that approximately 70 persons 

attended the of f-.hp *Tr>hn Society hfitri on 

nt, the home nfl_.__ _| 

ISantaBarbara. However, the ISSE 
organization appears to bd 




1 who 


is listed in the Society 1 s books as a Council member.f 
advised that the purpose of the meeting was to hear a three- 
hour presentation by ROBERT WELCH wherein WELCH recited the 
history and growth of conanunism and depicted the present 
danger to the united States and the rapidly increasing future 
danger to the united States as posed by communism* 


] 


No investigation is being conducted, and the fore¬ 
going is being furnished to the Bureau for its information. 


4 


£ r Bureau (REGISTERED) 
'1/- Los Angeles 
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- • ? . 

1 ^ 
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M. 




TRUE COPY 


Santa Vnez, 
California 

April 23, 1960 




Federal Bureau ; 

Of' Investigation.”.-. ; ... v 

WasMngt6n, D* C* 'b.-V'-'-Vb •., / r : /‘ 

Dear. Sirs; /: ‘ ; 

I am enclosing a pamphlet and literature put out by 
the JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY, Belmont 78, Massachusetts, for 
your perusal, ‘b-•' 

An evening intended to interest some 40 to 60 people 
inthe anti-communist work of this organization left me 
feeling discouraged over the success of communists in . 
accomplishing their Objectives to "take over the world" 
and discontented with my own government and news agencies 
that they could be so H infiltered?and controled by 
communists. v -. 

The evening went "against the grain "of a deep seated 
trust in my government and my confidence in; a positive 
approach to solve problems. 

In all probability there is no real basis for my wariness 
of this Society, however I would appreciate knowing 
whether or not it is an approved organization, if you v. 
are in a position to tell me. 
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May 6, I960 :T '.b7C 



lcuci Mmvvm nuiu i/w« w ivk 

itsenclosures, has bean received ana the interest 
which prorated your communication is indeed 
appreciated;. 


•lit'response to your inquiry, I'-must 
advise that the jurisdiction and responsibilities 
of the Fill do not extend to furnishing evaluations 
or cosments concerning the character or integrity 
of any individual, publication or organization. 

The FBI is strictly an investigative agency of 
the Federal Government and, as such, does not 
issue clearances er nonclearances. I am, therefore, 
precluded from furnishing you the information you 
'desire.. - ‘ 


Atl INFORMWfe^fflTAiK® • 4 

■mpm ' \ v 

mi £ B Y JtBauSiS /ty 


Sincerely yours, 



ohn Edgar Hoover 
Director 



/ iV‘ • . . • 

i, 1/- SAC, Los Angeles (Enclosure) 








Enclosed is a copy of correspondent's 
communication. Bureau files contain no identifiable 
data concerning correspondent. 

. . . Correspondent enclosed two post cards, 

both entitied, "Stay Away - USA, The Summit Leais 
Vk 0 *;^ 8 *?** f”* 3 a pamphlet seif-described as the 
John Birch Society Bulletin for February, 1960. 

„ • . , Information concerning the John Birch 

Society is contained in SAC Letter 60-5. 
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1340 west Sixth street 
Los Angeles 17, California 
flay 19, I960 
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Azusa, California 


Dear 


Thank you for your letter of recent date. 

While I would like to he of assistance to 
you, I must advise that the jurisdiction and 
responsibilities of the FBI do not extend to furnish 
ing evaluations or comments concerning the character 
or integrity of any individual, organization or 
publication. Furthermore, information in our files 
is maintained.as confidential and available only for 
official use in accordance with a regulation of the 
Department of Justice* 

I am sure you will understand my position 
in this regard and will not infer that we do or do 
not have in our files the .information you have 
requested. 



Very truly yours. 


W. G. SIMON 

Special Agent in Charge 


1 - addressee 
1% LA 100.59001 
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R#jnaroe and dHa se s^ 



I Complainant 


Birch Society 


U 

v t-W 


1 Height 


j^A^dress^of subject ' 
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Headquarters 

Unknown 

Comploinan i* s address and; 


lienciaie o: 


• Character of case 


SECURITY MATTER-C 


Complaint received 
M [i ~ • 1 Pprsnnnl 1 Xl Telephonic 


/Time 


1 Birth date and BlcthpLace 


CZD. 


* Weight 


i Scars, marts or other data 


(Complexion 


Facts of complaint k \ ' . . v • v ' / 4 . ; *•. .■ ' V 

. . The complainant advised that he had attended a meeting 
on the evening of May 11, i 960 , in ; a .private home of-a person, 
whose name and address he does not. know, but in Lo.s Angeles, 
wherein the John Birch Society'.had a meeting wherein a film;was 
shown. After/viewingthis film he concluded that perhaps the 
John Birch Society was a Communist front organization, inasmuch 
.,as the film first appeared to .he very. anti-Communist but later 
in the film tore apart Democracy.' It was stated that American 
Democracy was. the demfcgotf*of our.time; that all its leaders 
in the Government are Communist; that Senator KENNEDY was . 
helping the Communist; that what, the United States should do ‘ 
is to do away with NATO and? Summit Conferences. The complainant 
stated that one of the requirements of belonging to this 
organization is that the member should take' orders .without 
questions, such-as when, they are told to write to their Congress- 
. man and state such and such they are'to do as they are told. 

The complainant stated that he does have a program of the 
meeting at home, which was not immediately available to him, 
but that he would mail into.this office the program in order 
that some names might be; obtained from it. 
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1340 West Sixth Street 
Los Angeles 17, California 
May 16, I960 



Thank you for your letter of May 12, i 960 , and 
its enclosures* The patriotic interest which prompted 
you to make this information available is sincerely 
appreciated* 

Although 1 would like to be of service, the FBI 
has never compiled such a list as you request. The thought 
occurs to me that you may be interested in securing a copy 
of the pamphlet entitled "Guide to Subversive Organisa¬ 
tions and Publications," prepared and released by the 
Committee on Hh-American Activities of the U, S* House of 
Representatives* This pamphlet contains groups and 
periodicals which have been cited as subversive by various 
local and federal agencies, A copy can be purchased for 
thirty-five cents from the Superintendent of Documents, 

U, S. Government Printing Office, Corner of Worth Capitol 
and H Streets, northwest, Washington, D. C. 

Very truly yours, 

, .'<b 

W. G. SIMON 

Special Agent in Charge 
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my ( j, i 960 




Mr* J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington D*C. 


bear Mr. Hoover? .. . ■/ \ ■ 

■During the, last feu weeks, n w a ttention haa/been , ‘“"'7 
called to an organization called r*The John Birch Society**f 
It is composed of a group of peoples who or© interested . / 

In upholding and restoring basic American principles or"*- 
government. ' I. am very -favorably impressed with the 
$roup and the literature that I have read that they 
are responsible for* However# a friend who learned of 
tW Interest in the Society has declared that' she has 
hoard that It. in Communist inspired. 1 find this hard 
to beleive but certainly do not want to bo a part of 
any-activity that is'-so inspired* ■ 

My friend-'has: asked m to inquire as to your 
opinion of it, ao 1 would appreciate it very rauoh if, . 
you will sand me any Information you may have on it* 


Respectfully yoursj 
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Hay 19, I960 , : 


Dear |_| 

Your letter dated) May 9, i960, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted your 
communication la Indeed appreciated. 

In response to your inquiry, I must 
advise that the jurisdiction and responsibilities 
of the FBI do not extend to furnishing evaluations 
or comments concerning the character or integrity 
of any individual, publication or organisation. 

The FBI is strictly an investigative agency of the 
Federal Government, and as such does not issue 
clearances or nonclearances. I.am, therefore, 
precluded from furnishing the information you desire. 

Sincerely yours, 

John Edgar Hoover. 

Director 




^p- Los Angeles (Enclosure) (SEE-NOTE) 
ATTENTION: SAC, LOS .ANGELES. : 


Enclosed is a copy of correspondent's _ 
communication• Buflies contain no identifiable data 
concerning the correspondent. 


Information concerning the JohnBlrc hj^c i e t 
is contained in SAC letter 60-5. y~d2sL — 

■'* • SEARCHED^ INDEXED--.. 

All INFORMATION C0WTAIWRI5 • ; 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED , r 

DATE BY SH- Qft/n, : • : ; | Pg 





May 20, I960 





Your letter dated May 10, I960* has been 
received* and the interest which prompted your communi¬ 
cation is indeed appreciated. 

in response to your inquiry. I must advise 
that the jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI 
do not extend to furnishing evaluations or comments 
concerning the character or integrity of any individual* 
publication or organization. The FBI is strictly an 
investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not Issue clearances or nonclearances. I am, 
therefore, precluded from furnishing the information 
you desire. 




Sincerely yours, 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director f searched 

av 
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1 A Los Angeles 


Correspondent advised that he has been asked (WM J 
to join the John Birch Society of Belmont, Massachusetts, / 

He is interested in supporting any organization which 
opposes the communist movement as long as the organization 
is beyond reproach. He requested the Bureau furnish him any 
information concerning this society. Bufites contain no 
identifiable data concerning the correspondent 


Information concerning the John Birch Society is 


contained in SAC Letter 60-5. 
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Routing SI tp 

0-7_.<He-'Sj. .2-24-60) 

TOtSAC: 

a Albany 
L-3 Albuquerque 
I ] Anchorage 
L-i Atlanta 
i 3 Baltimore 

a B irmlngham 
a Boston 
□ Buffalo 
a Butte 
a Charlotte 
I 1 Chicago 
r~1 Cincinnati 
I "1 Cleveland 
1 1 Dallas 

i 1 Denver 
CD Detroit 
D El Faso 


(Copies 

\—\ Honolulu 
a Hou ston 

I_I Indianapolis 

□ Jacksonville 
L . j Kansas City 
L i Knoxville 

□ Little Hock 
(SI Dos Angeles 
t—I Louisville 

CD Memphis 
CD Miami 

I_) Milwaukee 

CD Minneapolis 
O Mobile 
CD Newark 
C3 Mew Haven 
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to Offices Checked} 

( 1 New Orleans 

C3 New York City 
CD Norfolk 
C3 Oklahoma City 
Cl Omaha 
I I Philadelphia 

I_[ Phoenix 

t i Pittsburgh 
L_J Portland 
CD Richmond 
a St. Louis 
CD Salt Lake City 
i _J San Antonio 

L_i San Diego 

a San Francisco 
CD San Juan 


l—I Savannah 
□ Seattle 
C3 Springfield 

1—1 Washington Field 
\ _1 Qu antico 

TO LEGATr 

a Bo an 
CD Havana 

j_f London 

i 1 Madrid 
CD Mexico D* F. 

I 1 Ottawa 
I ] Paris 
j_I Rome 

1_I Rio de Janeiro 

1- 1 Tokyo 


RE* 



For information I I For appropriate action I —l Surep, by - 

f 1 The enclosed is for your information. If used In a future report, l—J conceal 
all sources, I I paraphrase contents. 

I 1 Enclosed axe corrected pages from report of SA - 

dated-- 


REMARKS: 
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ROSAN INC.' ■ : 

Designers and Manufacturers of th« World's Finest Precision Fasteners 
2901 West Coast Highway . Liberty 8-5533 # Newport Beach, California 

May 10, i960.' 


Federal Bureau of Investigation / . 4 

United States Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

Gentlemen: 

I have recently become very interested in the 
John Birch Society which, I believe, was originated by 
Mr. Robert Welch of Belmont, Massachusetts. 

I would appreciate very much knowing something 
concrete about this organization (not merely that it does 
not appear on the Attorney General's list), and. the sources 
which the Bureau would recommend for my inquiring into the 
background of Mr. Welch. I am very much in accord with the 
views, objective^ and operations of this society, but 
because of the manner in which they operate, it is imperative 
to me that I know much more about the gentlemen heading up 
the organization. I also believe that there must be some 
way for a person to appraise people and organizations which 
Influence our political views, and hence I am turning to 
the. Bureau for guidance. 

Thank you in advance, I will await your reply. t 

Sincerely yours, 

/*/ I- -1 


HCN:ts 
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May 20, i 960 


Rosan, Incorporated 
2901 West Coast Highway >. 

Newport Beach, California 

Dear | \ 

Your letter dated May 10, i 960 , has 
been received, and the interest which prompted 
your communication is indeed appreciated. 

In response to your inquiries, I must 
advise that it has been a long-standing policy 
of this Bureau not.to comment upon the character 
or integrity of any individual, organization or 
publication. The FBI is strictly an investigative 
agency of the Federal Government and, as such, 
does not issue clearances or nonclearances. 

While I would like to be of assistance 
to you, I am unable to suggest a source from which 
the information you have requested may be obtained 

Sincerely yours, 

4 . ^ 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


I? - Los Angeles (Enclosure 

SEE NOTE TO’SAC. LOS ANGELES, PA*E.TWO 







ATTENTION: ■ SAG-, LOS ANGELES "" ' ' •' 

Enclosed is a copy of correspondent’s 
communication. Bureau files contain no identifiable 
data concerning the correspondent. 

Information concerning the John Birch 
Society is contained in SAC Letter 6o-5. 
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Dec eMcfer 1. 195*' 

fry 3tST WELCH 

Born December l a 1P99* on a fsrm In Chowan County, North Carolina* 
Ancestry* full of farmer? and Baptist preachers, traceable to onp* Miles 
'-'elcfc who cam© to this country from kales in 1720, Educated at Unlver- 
sity of North Carolina (four years ) B United states Naval Academy (two 
years). Harvard Lew School (two years), and school of hard knocks (a«* 
bout forty years, Came to Boston frem North Carolina in 1919, Has 
lived in Belmont for the past twenty years. Has one wife, two sons, a 
Golden Retriever.dog, and fourteen golf clubs ■»« none of which he under 
stands„ 

Has spent a great part of his life getting from where he was to where 
he wasn'tj, for reasons which seemed worthwhile at- the time. This in¬ 
cludes two trips to England specifically to study the effects of the 
?ocisllfit government; one trip around the world; arid fairly extensive 
additional "traveling in North America.. South America, Europe, and Asia,, 

t 

Author of THE ROAD TO SALESMANSHIP, published In 19 k 1 by the Ronald 
Press Company; of MAY GOD FORGIVE US, published in 1952 bv i.lenry 
Hegnery Company; and of THE LI-’E OF JOHN BIRCH, published” in 19>u by 
Henry Ragnery Company 0 Is editor and publisher of AMERICAN OPINION, 
a monthly magazine which reviews current ©vents and appraisescontem¬ 
porary leaders, on the world-wide stage. Has done much public speaking, 
and will climb on a soapbox to argue againet the evils of socialism 
whenever anybody will listen. 

Has been in the candy manufacturing business nil of his adult life, 

Was for many years vice-president.. In charge of sales and advertising, 
of James 0, Welch Company, with factories in Cambridge, Massachusetts, 
Mansfield, Massachusetts, and Los Angeles, California; and of its 
subsidiary sales corporations In Atlanta, Pittsburgh, Chicago, Los 
Angeles, and Beattie, Is a director of one bank, and has served as a 
director of several other business corporations, 

V«« a member of the board of directors of the National Association of 
Manufacturers for seven years. Also served three years as a region¬ 
al vice-president of NAK, and two years as chairman of its Educa¬ 
tional Advisory Committee, Has been active in many other business 
associations and committees, end in many community and educational 
activities including service on the Belmont- School Committee< 

Aa of January 1, 195?s Hr. Welch gave up most of his business re¬ 
sponsibilities and most of hie income -- In order to devote 

practically all of his time and energy to.the anti-Communist cause. 
Believes that the only thing the Communist now fear Is having the • 
truth become widely known, to the American people, about the methods 
and the progress of the whole international Communist corse piracy, 

For hie readers ot bis listeners f Mr, Welch simply puts together 
clear but separate facts about the Comcrunist advance, so that their 
significance becomes more apparent. Through this method he is trying 
to wake up es many of hie fallow citizens as he can, to the horror 
and the imminence of the dangers'which they face, 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE-S^fcJfr—BYJiflagMg- 
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Bat this presentation has &lso been compressed into ,& six-hour re- 
cording, duplicates of which are now being played back to small groups almost 
every day. (With short recesses, or coffee breaks and a luncheon break,, the act" 
wal time required is about eight hours. > In this presentation Mr. Welch attempts: 
Jl> To outline the nature and the frightening advance of the threats against our na¬ 
tion, our religion, and our civilization; \Z) to evaluate there dangers, and place 
them in their proper perspective, against the backdrop of world history and the 
rise of western civilization; ,(3( to set forth a positive philosophy and program to 
which men of good will, religious ideals, and humane traditions may rally with 
confidence and. determination; |4i to offer leadership which can make the dedication 
of such men and women more constructive and more fruitful; and J5K to describe 
in detail the organization, function, and procedures of The John Birch Society. 

Why havenU g heard more about The John Birch Society ? 

Partly because it Is still so young. But mainly because we avoid all pub¬ 
licity a* far as i* practicable. It is our purpose to build strength and understand- 
tag, not to create noise. 

What is expected of its members ? 

A great deal. You should not join The John Birch Society unless you are 
truly dedicated to the cause of less government, more responsibility , and a better 
worl d. Many of the specific actions requested of our members must, necessarily, 
seem relatively unimportant. But the sum total of them all, faithfully carried 
out by all of our members, will become increasingly important indeed. Notone of 
us can be afraid of the drudgery of actual work, for ’“without drudgery all of our 
dre<ams are dust. " 

Enclosed with this memorandum will be & bulletin of the Society for a re" 
cent month. That bulletin will make clear, by illustration, some of the specific 
things, and the kind of thingB, our members a; <•* asked to do. But one bulletin con 
tell only a small part of the story. And all bulletins together, for mcny months, 
would merely emphasize what we want our members to do, without stressing what 
we want our member* to be, which is more important. The ennobling aspects of 
membership will becqme apparent only with time, and with a full understanding 
of the Society 's aspirations for its members and itself. 

How may 1 join The John Birch Society ? 

You may apply for membership in the Home Chapter at any time, by sign¬ 
ing the enclosed form and mailing it to us with a year's dues. If the application is 
not approved, of course your dues will be returned. If it is approved, you will be 
welcomed into a brotherhood of men and women devoted to an inspiring cause. 

As soon e-s a local working chapter is d in your area, your mem¬ 

bership may be transferred to that chapter if you wish. Or if you become suf- 
ficiently interested and dedicated to act as a Chapter Leader, and to form a local 
chapter yourself, we shall be glad to give you all necessary information, guidance, 
and cooperation.. 



0 THE JOHN BIRCH SOC1ST 
- Belmont 78, Massachusetts 

A preliminary <g*d condenaed statemen t 

July 4, 1959 


Whit 1« The John Birch Society ? 

It ie an organisation of Americano who have volV&ntarily joined together: 

(1) To combat more effectively the evil forces which now threaten our country, 
our live* and our civilisation; {Z) to prevail upon our fellow citizens to start pull¬ 
ing out of the deepening moraos of collectivism, and then climb up if-*- mountain 
to higher levels of individual freedom and responsibility than man has ever a- 
chleved before; and |3), to restore, with brighter lustre and deeper conviction, 
the faith-inspired morality, the spiritual sense of values, and the gloriously hu¬ 
mane traditions, on which our western civilisation has been built, The long-¬ 
range objective of the Society has been officially summarised as less government , 
more responsibility, and a better world. 

What is Its origin and history ? 

The John Birch Society was founded by Robert Welch, at a meeting in 
Indianapolis, on December 9, 1958, It now has local working chapters in six 
states, and additional chapters are being formed every week. Its immediate goal 
is fifteen hundred working chapters by December 31, 1959, 

There is also a Home Chapter, which maintains contact with its members 
and coordinates their activities entirely by mail. There are already members of 
this Home Chapter in about twenty states, and the list includes many of the most 
influential and highly regarded men and women in our country. 

Who is John Birch? 

John Birch is dead. He was a young Christian missionary, from a farm 
near Macon, Georgia, who was in China when we entered World War EL He 
Joined Chennault e s forces as a volunteer, organized Chennault°s intelligence, rose 
to the rank of captain in the U„ S, Army, and served with unsurpassable bravery 
and brilliance throughout the war. Ten days after V-J day, while in uniform, on 
a peaceful and official mission for our government, he was brutally murdered in 
cold blood by our "allies, " the Chinese Communists, You have probably never 
heard of John Birch, simply because the Communists in Washington planned It 
that way, We believe, that his short but outstanding and memorable life o typi¬ 
fies the best of America that we have named our organization in his memory. 

How are chapters of the Society formed ? 

In order to explain, fully and clearly, the background, methods, and pur¬ 
poses of The John Birch Society, Mr, Welch prefers to hold two-day meetings. 
For we are digging far more deeply into the problems we face, and building far 
more solidly in our coordinated effort to overcome the destructive forces around 
us, than the loose word "organization" is likely to suggest. And many of these 
full two-day meetings have already been held with small groups in different part^ 
of the country. 
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JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY, INC. 

A source who has furnished reliable information in the 
past has advised that there are several chapters of the JOHN 
BIHCH SOCIETY in the Los Angeles area, some in the general 
Pasadena section (specific number not known to source) and sim¬ 
ilarly in Beverly Hills, Long Beach, San Fernando Valley, Palos 
Verdes Peninsula, as well as a chapter In Santa Barbara, 
California. 

It is source's understanding that the Society hsU two 
paid coordinators in the state of California and several ^blunta i 
unpaid coordinators. Such a paid coordinator is 1 

Berkeley, California, who travels through the at STg. m .SCTTpSTy. 

business. The source stated he understands an assistant orv 
voluntary and unpaid coord inator for JBS 1s I _ F 

| Ipalos Verdes Estates, a pilot for \ 


American 

Estates. 

\\ 


mimes. 


Palos Verdes Estates, a pilot for \ 
is attached to Chapter 88, Palos Verdes 


■ Yi - Source furnished a recent informal notice signed by 
I I encouragin g Chapter 88 members to do a number of thi ngs, 

such as write to | |Uni£sd_ 

Nations, New Yoric .City 1 ;.to.ask;.Who.murdered.BAMi-JKNSKN 1 ' I I 

also urged members to write to Senator THOMAS J. DODD, Senate Office 
Building, Washington, D.C., encouraging an investigation of the 
BANG-JEN SEN case by the Senate Internal Security Committee. 

I 1 letter further urged JBS members to contact three major 

airlines (American, United and Eastern) to place the weekly polit¬ 
ical newsletter "Human Events" in their passenger planes. 


Other activity urged by | | is to "mail cards and 

letters regarding the Summit Conference--’Stay away U.S.A. The 
summit leads to disaster. ' 11 JBS Chapter 88 members were also 
urged to have lists of conservatives ready for the next chapter 


4 *™ 
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meeting and to read listed books: MATT CVETIC's "The Big Deci¬ 
sion," CROCKETT'S "Roosevelt’s Road to Russia" and WIDENER's 
"Behind the U.N. Front." 


4s 


Source sai d another person active in the JBS in the 
Palos Verdes area is | ~| with the Union 

Carbide Chemicals Co., division Union 6arbi.de Corporation, 
3651 Del Amo Boulevard, Torrance,^California. 




\ This source also advised^that he\ understood that the 

p3S Beverly Hills chapter\includ esHhe followin g members: 

\YNE, noted Hollywood producer; [_ 3 


columnist; RONALD RSAfcAN. prominent afctflranfl fivbsion 


ng members: ^IQHR 
1 nationally-known 





iiicuu auj 

jctress; 

Hollywoodscreen" 


T 


personality; [ 

Hollywood actor 
playwright. 

Another source who has furnished reliable information 
in the past has advised that the Initial Los ^Angeles JBS^ Chapter 
No. 48, recently founded in Pasadena, California, has generated 
in the past months to include the following: Pasadena -\two 
chapters; South Pasadena - one chapter; Aitadena - one chapter; 
La Crescents - one chapter; San Marino - one chapter. 


This source stated attempts have been made in the above- 
mentioned Pasadena area specifically to interest members of the 
Junior League, which comprises among others young matrons of 
socially-prominent families, and that some success in this regard 
was made. 


This source additionally advised that the original tapes 
of ROBERT WELCH'S discussion of the foundation and alms of the 
JBS in 1959 have now been converted to a sound film currently in 
use to interest potential recruits. 


Source further advised t hat a recent _ 

the JBS in the Los Angeles area is | 
of PHILIP-rCHaJ^DLER, Executive Vice President, Tlmesik 
202”*West First StT, Los Angeles. Source described T" 


notable member of 




as an enthusiastic and diligent JBS addition. The 6HANDLfift 
family in Los ?Angeles has been long identified with the "Los 
Angeles Times,!" metropolitan daily newspaper. 

\ 
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Re: JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY, INC. 


This source also indicated that one of the major ac¬ 
tivities of the JBS in recent months was nationally to alert 
legislators and principals of the federal government by mail and 
otherwise to avoid a Summit Conference with the Soviet. Source 
said that mail in the thousands was used by JBS in this campaign. 

Another source who was in a position to furnish reli¬ 
able information but with whom insufficient contact has been had 
to determine reliability has advised that he attended a recent 
two-day recruiting session of JBS in the Los Angeles area chaired 
by ROBERT H. W. WELCH, Jr., founder of the Society. h 

About forty people attended from 9:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m, 
with WELCH discoursing lengthily on the aims and concepts of /the 
Society. This source recognized among those pr esent BRUCE REGAN. 
California State Assemblyman from Pasadena, and |T 

General Plant Protection Co., 2515 West Seventh su., L|s angiples. 

Source noted that Mr. WELCH declined to state; the number 
of members or the identity of local chapters of JBS. !; f 

i 

WELCH emphasized the Society's concept of less govern¬ 
ment, more responsibility with a resultant better world. 

According to source, dues are $24 annually or $2 a 
month; and chapter membership is limited to twenty, upon attain¬ 
ment of which a new chapter is formed. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor con¬ 
clusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned 
to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 
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PROW: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (C2-1Q4401) 
SAC, LOS AZHZSZS3 (100-39001) 


VA^cta 1 ^ , 

V)-| snf^ ftc -1 ^ 


SUBJECT: JOBS BIRCH SOCIETY, INC, 

BBL8I0BT, HftSSACHUSOTS / . f ( */\ 

X^^7r>i 9^i »k C<rKCe/»ryu$ i.LPi fa ( yfas! A&C'U f * ) 

CliSAL jgu&uuL, da ) 

. Remylets 2/3/6® and 5/2/00; re SAC Letter €0*3 
dated 1/26/00. 

Attached for the Bureau *a further infonaatiori Is 
letterhead mefaOrunduja concerning current activities of the 
JOHiv BIBL8 SOCIETY (JBS) in the Loo Angeles area* 

Coplea are furnished to San Francisco and Sab Diego 
for information. 

Also enclosed are copies' of a one-sheet "biographical 
sketch of ROBERT 11. w. X1BS&U and a two-sheet statement of 
purposes of the JBS. 

_ Informa tion furnished'in paragraphs 1-4 is' from 

I ] Loo Angeles panel source, a member of the 

home chapter of JBS (i.e. on the records of JBS headquarters, 
Belmont, Mass.) but acquainted sketchily with general Los 
Angeles activities of jbs. 

_ Source of Information in paragraphs 5-3 lu l ___ 

I Faaad ena. who is tael I 

df 41 lhew York City, herself 

active an raaaaena uns arroars. 

3 - Bureau (AIR MIL)(REGISTERED) (Enel. 12) 

1 - San Diego (ILFQ)(REGISTERED)(Enel. 2) 

1 - Jan Fr^icioco,,(JLFQl(RLGiaTEREB)(Enel, z) ,_. 

4 * Los Angeles /fcop-59 1 0aaL)XlO0-43BYS - ClhaLI 

CI0J-3TT50 ' ROBERT K. B. HEJLS ll,. 7S7] - 


TWCsDRtf 

(9) ,. , 










LA 100-59001 ' 

_iStatmce. .nf....lnfni:m.itinn paragraph 9 to the end is 

_L Armed Forces Retired Reserves 

79<^9 Hollywood Mvd.', formereditor of ’ Western Publications.* 
v-fho is not known to he a member of the JBd. 

The attaohed letterhead rnmwcmm la Classified 

confidential because data reported from |__J 

could reasonably result in the identification of a panel 
source of continuing value and compromise effectiveness 
thereof. 





Comp loin t Form 
fO-7l < 10-20-5*5) 


Note: Hand print ndtnes legibly;. handwriting satisfactory ipr remainder. 


Subject's name and aliases 


JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 


Complainant 



Address oFsub'ject 


Complainant*^ address* and 
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Character of case 

INFORMATION 
CONCERNING - IS 


Complaint received 
□ Pe^feonal CZjf)Telephonic 


loirth date and, Birthplace 


■ -• CD Fernal 

£ 'B I 7 , 

!y 3 Scars, marks or other. k data 


Weight , 


Complexion, 


Facts of complaint ’ , / • b' ' . f ,• f *. 4 *•***'$, v’ > ■ .. ■ . ’ ’ ■ . ‘ **. b ; .. ■ 

Complainant inquired as to whether we could furnish any 
information on the John Birch Society, He was advised of the 
confidential nature of FBI files./ He stated that he had attended. • 

I a meetlngbof h is Lutheran Church on June 12, i 960 , when a man named 
| [from the John Birch Society had exhibited a motion 

picture, ~ .. /■.;’• 

Complainant inquired as to where he could write concerning 
the John Birch Society and whether or not it was a subversive group. 
He was referred to the U. S. lDepartment of Justice, Attention- - • 
Subversive Organizations Section, Internal Security Division, 

■ Washington, D.C. ' 


ssekis uwcLA'isIfEr ,Ji * 1 


UNCLAiaSffS'i 




jOS:lhm 


Action Recommended ' 100-59001 



-a.. 


f OO - /-,X3- 


iPM 


ff 










OPTIONAL form no. 10 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 






Memorandum 

: SAC,^M>s Angeles (100-59001) 






date: June 7, 1960 


KKOM : Director, FBI (62-104401) 
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suii]Etrr- JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY, INC. 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 
(INTERNAL SECURITY) 


Reurairtel 6-1-60. 

A review of the information in reairtel and 
the memorandum enclosure thereto discloses that the 
information did not warrant transmittal to the Bureau 
by airtel: is not the type of material to be designated 
as "Cinal" material; and the material contained in the 
memorandum enclosure does not warrant the n CuiufiUeiiiin]L TI 
security classification. The fact that the information 
was received from a panel source does not justify the 
security classification. It is also noted that the 
character of reairtel was listed as The character 

for transmitting information concerning captioned society 
should be carried as "Information Concerning, (Internal 
Security)." 


Offices receiving instant communication are 
instructed to declassify the memorandum enclosure to 
reairtel. Bureau copies have been declassified. 

2 - San Diego 

2 - San Francisco 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE^S^BY.Sfit^® 




! SEARCH f 
I SERIALIZED. 


.IMDEXEl?.., 

4W.FILED, 


HjN 9 1989 







Routing Slip 

0-7 2 - 2 . 4-6 0 ) 

TO SAC; 

i—t Albany 
L I A ibu <ru erque 

□ Anchorage 
CD Atlanta 

□ Baltimore 

L ~i B inoingham 
f .J Boston 
11 Buffalo 

□ Butte 

L. 1 Charlotte 
\ | Chicago 

□ Cincinnati 
r \ Cleveland 
r 1 Dallas 
a Denver 

1_I Detroit 

O El Paso 





Date 


6 - 22-60 


(CopTfrs^o Offices Checked) 


I_1 Honolulu 

i. 1 Hou st on 

□ Indianapolis 

1—j Jacksonville 
1_1 Kansas City 

□ Knoxville 
C_1 L-Jttle Bock 
cc Los Angeles 
L... ] L-ouisvllle 

r I Memphis 
CD Miami 
I—I Milwaukee 
i 1 Minneapolis 

CD Mobile 
L I Newark 
f J Nev; Haven 


1 -1 New Orleans 
I_J New York City 

CD Norfolk 
CD Oklahoma City 
\ I Omaha 
CD Philadelphia 

i t Phoenix 
L. t Pittsburgh 
C | Portland 

CD Richmond 

CD St* Louis 
L i Salt Cake City 

1_) San A ntonio 

j 1 San Diego 
i I San Francisco 
LI San Juan 


CD Savannah 
LD Seattle 
CD Springfield 

{ _I Washington Field 

CD Qu antic a 

TO LEGATt 

L-J Bonn 
11 Havana 

CD Condon 

CD Madrid 

□ Mexico D. F. 

□ Ottawa 

□ Paris 
l \ Home 

CD Rio do Janeiro 

□ Tokyo 


RE; 


S3 For information □ For appropriate action CD Surep, by - 

I 1 The enclosed is for your information. If used in a future report, l —I conceal 
ail sources, CD paraphrase contents. 


f~ 1 Enclosed are corrected pages from report of SA 
dated ---•* 


REMARKS; 



Enclosures) 

Buflie 

Urfiie 






June 22, 1960 




'M • 


>s Angeles 5, California 


■ , 1 a * If .. ' (/ 


Pear | J _ 

Your letter dated June 13, I960, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted your conmuni- . 
cation is indeed appreciated. 

In response to yoor inquiry. I oust advise 
that the jurisdiction and responsibilities of,the FBI 
do not extend to furnishing evaluations or comments con¬ 
cerning the character or integrity of any individual, 
publication or organization. The FBI is strictly an 
investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not issue clearances or nonelearanees. 

'■ Sincerely yours, ‘ 

; ; \J John-Edgar Hoover ' 

N Director 

f lj- Los Angeles • WWTMNH?; 

<~y : - ■ . hERUffB UNCUSSifl© ■ 4 

ATX^ILQy«... LPS . . RATl^ SzYr-^C. BY S^'dS^jdW’^ 

! Correspondent states that she recently joined 
the John Birch Society, her impression being it was a 
true American group. She states that sofar it has been 
"anti" almost everything and she, therefore, requests any 
information we can give her concerning the organization. 
Bufiles contain no identifiable information concerning 
the correspondent. - j&[- 

information concerning the 

is contained m SmC-L etter 60r5. sm*uzM^ZmtoJ?JL ■ 

' ’ v v l . a J-UN 2 4i960 . 





Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
13i(.0 T ;J. 6th Street 
Los Angeles, California. 

Gentlemen: 



I have been approached by the yOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
of Massachusetts to become a member 


This society appears to be anti-communistic, however 
I would like to have your assurance that it is before I 
committ myself. 


As an American I would be willing to join this society 
if it actually will combat the evils that intend to strangle ' 
us. 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
oat E .b y jsatmm 


I SEARCHED..V, INDEXED .iSr.-; 

I SER|/y.|2ED .<?3^teyiLE0 






Lancaster, California 


Dear 


Shank you for your letter of May 13, I960. 


Although I would like to be of service, I 
wish to advise that Information In FBI files is 
confidential and available for official use only. I 
would like to point out also that the FBI is strictly 
a fact-finding agency, and it is not'within the limits 
of its prescribed functions to drax? conclusions or make 
evaluations ac to the character or integrity of any 
organization or individual* 

I know you will understand the reason for 
these rules and will not infer that we do, or that we 
do not, have the information you request. 

Very truly yours. 




VI... G. SIMON 

Special Agent in Charge 


PLM: CEA .y 
( 2 ) * 
100-22944 


s 


fl *tT? plf'cl- 
• ■ > v - • •. 

so 


frl k ?»H; / \ ; t\ > ■'v U 

1 : m-A } '<1 '5s.* tsJ ’ v* 1 f ^ 


IE 


set-m/s*.. 


S&& - S?. D <s/- gj? 
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Lancaster, California 
20 May I960 


United States Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
13)40 West 6th Street 
Los Angeles 17, California 

Gentlemen: Attn: VJ, G. SIMON 

Your response to my letter was very gratifying and I 
appreciate the time you took to write to me, 

I have been led to believe that the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation would be interested in possible subversive act¬ 
ivities. Your letter actually has left me speechless. If we 
cannot get an appraisal from the Department of Justice, then 
who can we go to? 

What would happen to me if I do join this society and 
it IS communistically inclined? Where is a private citizen 
to go? If the organization would be subversive, then I could 
be guilty, in the eyes of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
as a person in a group that advocates the overthrow of the 
United States Government. 
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STANDARD FORM MO. 


Office Memorandum • united statII government 

o 

ro : SAC(100-22944) date: 6/27/60 j 


FROM ; SA 


SUBJECT: 


XX. 

Sid- 




X JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 




On 6/10.11/60. negative attemots made to contact 


, Lancaster. ^ 

L -7- 


On 6/17/ 60. I .'. I above address, was located, and she advised 

that her husband understood that FBI files were confidential, and that 


the FBI could not comment on the John Birch Society. She said her husband 
writes to Congressmen, Senators, the President, and to J. Edgard Hoover 
on mattei&of a ataagfaB subversive hath re. Sh e displayed a letter from 
Hoover dated 4/60 in which he thanked||for his comments concerning 
MASTERS OF.DECEIT. ' - 


She also displayed a list of booklets pertaining to Communism which her 

husband had obtained from the government pfinting office. 

/ , 

On 6/24/60,| | was located at Edwards AFB, his place of employment, 

at which tiro TTB sliced that he now understood FBI files were confidential, 
and stated that in his letter of 5/20/60, he was merely expressing amazement 
that the FBI could not state whether or not an agency was subversive. • 

The position of the FBI in this type of investigation was explained to 

him, as well as confidential nahttre of FBI files, "and he was most appreciative 

of contact to explain same, 

JEDsJED 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

PATtiEftfc -MY sezufabtei 
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Hay 20, I960 


Hon. Cecil A. King 
House of Representative** 
Washington 25, C. C. 


Ky dear tor, King: 


Two days ago my husband an.i 1 wli« tnvltdd 
to a present** tion by aos&e republican <*nu so-called "conservative" 
.friends of ourci. it loft ua quite worried end vs bollove It 

iaVrht \v of lrteri.bt to *-ou nr.l similar rrdnJed members of 
Conf.reaa to car nlicut this end porl&ps coat a critical eyo 
In the direction of a certain bud’ll ng or* nnination. 

It waa u ^roaentatiou mace by the "John ’Birch Society” 
Rich lc iv-adod by c Hubert Welch, retired former President of 
he Welch Gandy Company. It la In form of a motion picture in 
.aloh Kr. Welch ^lves a y hour lecture on the alan auJ structure 
.f his organization In an effort to win members. 

The basic overt alas are very admirable indeed* The 
Soolety Is supposedly engaged In a crusade for the fight against 
communism and the Influence thereof within ths United States. 

Mr. Welch claims the support of many fine known patriots and 
quotes froci legitimate and worthy publications* Hit presentation 
Is baoked by n tremendous detailed knowledge on the subject of 
communism, by some Irrefutable facte and statistics, and by the 
undeniable need of doing what he proposes to do, namely to combat 
communism and to educate the American Public as to it's dangers. 

However, neatly sandwiched lnfcetweon facts and figures, 
Mr. Welch cornua out with blatant half-truths and un-truths in an 
effort to prepare his audience for his final coup? to get theta to 
sign up enthusiastically as somber* of hi* organisation, as 
ambitious fighter* against ootamunlsn, as patriotic defenders of * 
their country, and as providers of a secure future for their 
children* Nobody could ponelbly want to abstain from such noble , 
ambitions! I 

But, -and here is where official investigation 

Into his or,enl 2 ftt\on becomes greatly desirable: juut what 
are these good people all alining up forY?l An organisation 
with an authoritarian Internal structure (for the soke of 
expedience, they cay), not unlike cells. It has a platform 
that recommends extreme isolationism, exclusion of all types 
of debate uni souks to eliminate such institutions as the 
United Nations, as well *• all social advances, any efforts , 
toward internatlonal understanding, and even suggests the 





eventual abolition of toe Republican Porn of Govornraont. 

Anythin* that rjieagrewa with e.xtreciw rlghtest views is iabledi 
aiding and abetting the rod caugo, etc. For example, Mr* Welch 
clulaa that practically ovoryotie In authorufcative petition in 
the U. a. Soverneont during tho last 50 year# hae been par¬ 
ticipating In the "World-wide Communist Conspiracy". HI# 
slogan la: "Loos Go/wrnnent, nore responslbllity, end a better 
Worldi" 


How I, a naturalised Aaerlcan Cifclaen, have lived 
under tied rule during ay formative end young adult years. If 
anyone can omoll tho ret of faeciat agitation, It Is I. For 
years the principles of Nusllaa have been drummed Into me, I 
have- toon 'orced to Lear every speech of hitler'# and Ooebbeli’. 

1 was forced into ;%sl Youth organ! eat lone. Arid I have felt 
'‘vaults of ouch ' lontiiH*n.ic t ;p*: of Oovoi .-w* nt ir my life 
&nd on u,y body. 1 lo r.ot want my children to go through the 
u ft.-a ft ejrr.uf lenceru 

Hr. .Jolcfi omvioya tho 8»u«o Insidious tactic# that made 
Cloeb v ols famous• 1 «w afraid ho in luring amy an Innocent 
do-gooder into being a curl curvyiitfj nucleus of u vicious organi¬ 
sation. .'he i.'aal Jtarty at first clalmod It was only trying to 
"combat cooununlsa und create a better life.” I have heard the 
pleaa of former Kami Party mamhors that all they wanted was to i 
do good. I have known the Chirac tor# of so,-no of thus# and I 
would vouoh that they are tola Inc the truth. 1 also would vouch 
for some of :lr. Welch's new dcclplea that that wu* alt they too 
want. When will enough of them be caught in the wob that might 
besom? dangerous to the rest of us U. B. Citlaune?? 

1 also want to mention that both my hu#l«nd and I 
are decidedly anti-ooanunist, i.y husband la an ex-Military 
Intelligence officer now engaged in apace research and I 
escaped with the Russians at ay heels from now oomsunlst 
dominated areas In Cast Germany. 1 left there property and 
frlenda, I t,av* seen Coanunlea lr, action* This, I believe, 
will vouch for ny lo tho iicttrr. Also, after t.hn *nrt 

of the war in the Aaeric.an Cone of Occupation I went on record 
and officially signed statement# pointing out to U. 9. Military 
Authorities places of coatturilst agitation. If nothing else, 
this surely got mo on the cowmnista' black list*. 

These lectures of the John Flrch Society ore held 
to small groups of under 50 people. They oan be attended by 
invitation only, sod those attending must bo previously screened 
as being "conaervatlvos". !.y husband and I, who »ako no bone* 
about being devourste g.t in there by mlfitake through invitation 

by our republican "sparring partners*-who'll do anything to 

bring about o Ululating dioouacions ( that they got J!) —— 

The Society docs not want tha Frees to re notified or reoolve 
any publicity. If that isn't undercover, 1 don't know what is!^ 

2 ** " 
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I am not euro, Mi’. King, Jast i'CV /ou will bo otl* 
to seo tunt lecture, uuloso it la via (Usyuia© or* incognito, 
tut It would be worth v. 11 fctnflo of trouble to try* That ie. 

If you t.re not already familiar with it. There 1b a publication 
colled rican Opinion" published by Kr. Jelch, that I have 
studied briefly* It rives the anrea-ranco of being more ahove- 
botrd, tilLbolt expressing oxtruuel v rUhtlct vlewis. It 1 b main¬ 
ly the structure and character of the John Birch Socle ty that 
leaves one to worflor, as well e« the fact that many of the 
thlnre they arc vohomontly tualnst have nothing to do with 

00 ITU hi £(B « 

Colow..I will writ© tho name nnJ rtddreoa of the local 
reproBentatlvo. I would rather not bo quo to0 by name to this 
fallow, since I not like to wty fri *'.rto. The 

rate tin'; wee held In the building of the wectcheater Wo.jen'a 
Club --- no connection with it* Neither have 1* 3o much of 
this for all it ai: tit be worth to you* 


Respectfully yours. 


(IH) 


The local representative of the John Elreh Soolc ty 
gave this address to my friends: 





y 

i 


TRUE COPY 


CONGRESS OP THE UNITED STATES 
HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

June 24, I960 






tJ- 




Mr. J. Edgar Hopv.er, Director.:,. . ; V' ; -' 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice , 

'Washington 25 , D. C. •' • \ 

Dear Mr. Hoover: ^ : 

■ The attached nnmmnnlnat.lnn frnm mv nnh'Rtlt.npnt.. 

Los Angeles 45, California, is submitted for ’ 
your attention. .y:. 

\ • \ . - - ^ t 4 'i ' '' 4 

I would appreciate the return of the enclosure 
when it has served your purpose. 

With all good wishes. - 


b6 
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July 1, I960 


Honorable Cecil B * ; Kios ; v? 

House of Representatives .. . *~ 
Washington 25, O. C. 60 4 -"'J 

My dear Con$rossfian?. v / 




fw 


I have repoiyod your letter dated 
_June 2k . i960, cncioanvt a letter tp you frosi 
| | Los Angelco, California. • 

Your interest and courtesy in furnishing 
this material to tae are indeed appreciated* and. 
if I can be of assistance - at any tiieo in raattoro 
of mutual interest> please- do not hesitate to - 
communicate with me • • • • 


a copy of 
with your 
you * 


m the liberty of preparing 

\ letter, and in 'accordance 
Qlli fdlurnins the original to 




ilERFJ 


Sincerely yours* 

J. Edgar Hoover 


IMUcite. - BY 





Enclosure 


JL - Boston ( Enc 1 osur e s 2) (SEE * NOTE ) 

< 3 ^ Ansele3 (Encl0Bure3 2 Uf E NOTE) 

ATTENTION: SACs. LOS ANGELES AND BOSTON ^ 


rV. 1 

Ji ; L- -3 $1 



Enclosed for your information area copy of 
Congressman Cecil R. King’s letter to the Director and a 
Photostat of the letter to the Congressman from 
(NOTE TO SACs CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO) 





Honorable Cecil E, Kins 


ATTISBTIOHs SACS,' LOS RH03LE3 m> BOCTOI! (CONTXKUiSiDj 


Bureau files contain no idestlfl- 


able Haba coi?^ 
described b y) 

of the John Birch society. 


as the local repraVc^atfve 


. Robert Helch and the John Birch Society Mve ; 
not been the subjects of. investigation by the Bureau, v 
Information concerning this individual and organisation 
is contained in SEC Letter 60-5> 


The' Bureau has had 'numerous cordial contacts 
'tfitt* Congressiaan King. 


tr* 


V 


STANU'AWO FOrtM WO. <J4 


t # 

Office, Memorandum * united states government 


TO 


SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-59001) 


DATE: 7/l/60 
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FROM 


ASAC WILLIAM M. ALEXANDER 


SUBJECT: JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 

IS - X 


I-1 This Is to record that on 6/29/60, USA I I 

I I called and stated that he had been advised that there 

had been a meeting in the Wilshire area of approximately 30 
individuals, which meeting had been sponsored by the JOHN 
BIRCH SOCIETY, He said that it was hiB be3t information that 
the society had heard a tape recording which was prepared by 
WELCH, organizer of the JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY, and the essence 
of this tape was that Communism was taking over the cou ntry 
and now was t he time for c oncerted action, | |also 

atated that aIl(ph), who allegedly is an m.d, 
identified withtheCalifornia Society of Surgeons, gave a 
talk on mental health and talked about the value of concerted 
action now to take care of mental health diseases. 


|_| said that during the course of the meeting 

there had been some reference to the FBI, but it was his infor¬ 
mation that the reference to the FBI was in the form of a state¬ 
ment that certain information had been submitted to the FBI 
concerning Communism, but the Bureau had taken no action. 


HERBERT 


_ said it was his information also that Mrs. 

iiAtomAkli was a leader in the JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY in that 


area. 


I | said he wa3 submitting this information to 
the Bureau so that it would be aware of the operations of the 
JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY. 


VJMAsMK 

(1) 


•V All information contained 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

yjgfc BY 


ry 


[0€ 

JU1.1 i' 360 

FBI — LOS AN GEL&S 











SUBJECT: Santa Barbara Activltea of the Jllohn Jllrch Society and Presentation Film 

by Robert Welch 


1* The local attendance at the meeting was in the vicinity of 70 persons (35 
husbands and wives). 

The meeting was held on the evening of April 15, i960 at the home of 
Ur. Horace F. Pierce of Vista del Mundo Ranch, 3800 block Foothill, Santa Barbara. 

The local charge-d 1 affairs appears to be Ur. Granville F. Knight of 755 Rock¬ 
bridge Road, Mooted to, who is listed in the Society*s books as a Council member. 

The duties of the Council are stated as three: 

(1) To show the stature and standing of the leadership of the Society; 

(2) To give (the founder, Robert Welch) the benefit of the Council'# 
advice and guidance, both In procedural or organisational matters, 
and in substantive matters of policy; 

(3) To select, with absolute and final authority, a successor to (R. Welch) 
as head of the John Birch Society, if and when an accident, "Suicide" 
or anything sufficiently fatal is arranged for me by the Communists --- 
or I simply die in bed of old age and a cantankerous disposition. 

2. The attendees were approximately two-thirds composed of the type known as 
"First Families", that immature to elderly people whose position in society 
is relatively secure, either because of money or family or both. The balance, 
about one third, were of younger persona, who could be described aa probable 
"Coiners", that is, young people who will probably attain in later years that 
position in society now held by the First Families* It was Interesting to note 
that the only "Comers" present, who were identifiable as non-scions of present 
first families were In positions dealing with mass media communications,-!' 

It ia fair and accurate to say that ail the persons present who were engaged 
in conversation were of the political beliefs inaccurately labeled extreme 
conservatism, and more accurately describable as historic constitutionalists or 
or republican , as distinguishable from Republican aa an existing political party. 

3. The objective of this meeting was to hear a three hour presentation, a condensa¬ 
tion of a two day presentation, by Mr. Robert Welch of Indianapolis, Indiana, 
the founder of the John Birch Society, and after the presentation to sell 
literature describing the works and aims of the Society, and to sign up new 
members. 

The talk by Mr. Welch was excellent, accurate, forceful and, in my estimation, 
very effective. 


2/ This may well be a totally unfair and inaccurate analysis. I knew almost no one, 
and this statement depends upon hearsay as to who was who, and what he did* 


l 


tr tr 












w* -J' 

* Basically, Mr* Welch recites the actual history of the growth of Coamunism, 
and extrapolates this background to show the 

(1) present danger to the U, S* , and 

(2) the rapidly Increasing future danger to the U. S, 

Just a few words about the talk; 

a* Mr. Welch’s historical data, to the limit of my knowledge, was accurate 
and exact. He did cite data that X had not previously been aware of, but 
at least two-thirds of his presented data Is capable of being checked in 
any library. 

b. The added data cited did support a somewhat more alarmed response than that 
response normal from the common-knowledge data. This added data is certainly 
capable of being responsibly checked -- perhaps not easily outside of 
Government intelligence circles, but easily and certainly within such circles 
The data is of a nature that denial of its existence by those charged with 
the safety and security of the National existence of the U.S.A. must be 
taken as an indication that something is terribly wrong. 

c. Mr* Welch extrapolates from this fact-supported position to the present and 
future danger of the U,S. He believes-- 

(1) The Soviets will not try to conquer the United States by military 
means. 

(2) That the Soviets have a useable, though not preferred plan, to foment 
civil strife within the U.S, to weaken our country to enable a 
Cosxxsunist-lead group to take over the Government from within, that 
this plan is in operation today and aethods and plans for its ultimate 
implementation exist and that this is indicated by the actions occur¬ 
ring in the civil rights questions and in Communist control of unions 
absolutely vital to communications and control, and transportation and 
mobility. 

(3) That the preferred Soviet plan, also being implemented, is to so 
control the U. S. from within and without, that the U. S. will no longer 
be interested in resisting the world wide advances of Communism. 

This plan has two modes of implementation; 

(a) Induce gradual surrender of S. sovereignty, piece-by-piece, to 
various international organizations, while the Communists take 
over those international organizations. 

(b) Convert the U. S.A. into a socialistic nation of similar outlook 

to that of the USSR in order to lessen the U.S. need to respond to 
Communistic advances throughout the world. 

4. An analysis of the talk by Mr. Welch must conclude; 

A. The talk appears factually accurate, and the data is susceptible of propf. 


2 




The extrapolation covering present and future danger to the continued 
national existence of the United States, in an historic constltutional 
republican sense, Is not unrealistic. It is a far more "alarmed" extra¬ 


polation than the published official views of the present administration.— 


2 / 


C Mr. Welch's balancing of the position of Russian military power as an 
effective weapon of foreign policv is faulty. This in turn leads to a 
dangerous disregard of the military force threat to the United States 


D. Hr Welch is apparently a truly dedicate man of impeccable background, and 
unquestionable patriotism A well-educated man who has been quite successful 
In the American business world, he has resigned from most of his business 
interests, at considerable monetary sacrifice, to conduct a crusade against 
the threat of enveloping Communism.^' 


E. No reasonable basis appears for differing violently with either the facts 
or the engendered alarm presented in the talk. 


5 At the conclusion of the talk several pieces of literature were offered for sale 
which were reported to make more clear the position of Mr. Welch and of the 
John Birch Society with respect to the threat to the United States described In 
the talk and with respect to the aims and objectives of the group's plan to 
combat this threat. 


This literature included 


The Blue Book of the John Birch Society , 181 pgs , copyrighted i.959 by 
Robert Welch. Publisher undesignated 

The John Birch Society Bulletin for February, 1960 by Robert Welch. Publisher 
urdesignated Society address - Belmont ?8. Massachusetts. 

The Scoreboard , a 4 page reprint from July-August, 1959 American Opinion, with 
updating footnotes to the present (?), showing the estimates of "Communist Influ¬ 
ence as a Percentage of Total Control" of 105 national governments throughout 
the world Two examples (11 ) Britain, -0-60%, and (100 ) United States, 30-50%. 

American Opinion , January, 1959 , by Robert Welch, One Hundred Steps to the 
Truth, a special feature reviewing 100 books setting out facts in detail cover- 
the present and future danger from Communist actions, infiltrations and plans. 

An order blank on The Book Maker. Box 101, Murrary Hill Station, New York 16, 
New York, is suppl ed for 96 of the listed books; the other four are Governmental 
pub 1 i c atton s. 


2f If I must personally choose as to which view of National danger is more accurate, 

J would choose Mr Welch's extrapolated "lew Furthermore, this view appears to 

me to represent a SAFER position for U S, poiicy planning against all danger 

1 Born and educated In North Carolina of Baptist early American pioneer Welch stock 
' 1/ 201. Education include? four years University of North Carolina, two years 
U.S. Naval Academv. and two years Harvard School of Law. Became Vice President, 
Sales and Advertising of Welch randy Company, was & member of Board of Directors of 
the National Association of Manufacturers for seven years, served three years as 
Regional Vice President NAM, and two years as Chairman, Educational Advisory Com¬ 
mittee of NAM. Has served as Director or on Boards of several US. corporations 













American Opinion , March, I960, by Robert Welch, a reprint or The Life of John 
Birch (Robert Welch), publicshed by the Henry Regnery Company / Chi cage, 195^. 

The published original, reviews of t..e manuscript of the Life of John Birch include 
,r This book is a strong publication pointing to the evils of Communism both within 
and without our Country. It should be read by all Americans who love our Country 
and want to preserve it. H - C-eorge E- Stratemeyer , Lt. General, USA, Retired 

n l wish your books could be placed in every library in the United States. As 
a matter of fact, they should be required reading in grade school, high school 
and college. 11 - Claire Lee Chennaul t } Major General, U.S.A.F., Retired. 

and > 

’'Amazingly, there were in Washington responsible officials who were willing to 
suppress news of the murder of an American officer, apparently to prevent the 
American people from rising in tneir wrath and vetoing further appeasement of 
Communism Not a great deal can be said for the judgment, discretion and relia¬ 
bility of those responsible for suppressing the tragic and revealing story of 
Capt. John Birch” - Saturday Evening Post Tdeitorlal, January 22, 1955, based 
on this book 

Why People Become Communists , a 34 page reprint from February* 1958 American 
Opinion, by the editor of American Opinion (Robert Welch), available from 
American Opinion, Belmont 78, Massachusetts 

This document appears to he an Incisive, realistic and pragmatic analysis of 
some general bases of motivation and motivaticn-compu\sion reaction It is 
well worth including as a reference addendum to texts on applied psychology. 

An analysis of the general content of this literature strongly supports the 
same analysis as presented in Section 4 Covering the talk by Mr. Welch 
with one very impor tant and ma jor except ion - - 

That exception covers Mr. Welch’s plan to combat the Communist threat as the 
plan is set out in Sections 4 through 8 of The Blue Book of the John Birch 
Socie ty. 

Mr. Welch proposes to become “The Founder" o l the John Birch Society, which 
Society is to he a monolithic bodv which will operate under completely author¬ 
itative contiol at ait levels —* 

Now Mr. Welch discusses briefly and discards as inconsequential the proper 
fear of tyrannical oppression of individuals by such an authnritarian organiza¬ 
tion, since he states the Society is to he a voluntary organization. However, it 
is realistic to point out that 

(1) An organ Ization, voluntary in the first instance and of an authoritar¬ 
ian nature may easi) become non-voluntary as regards the rights and 
liberties of an individual 


4/ page 1 5G , the Blue Book of the John Bj rr ' Societv. and see page H? where the 

need for leadership is reputed to authorize the assumption or leadership by one 
man, who rherearter authorizes force as one of the met node of furthering his 
own plans, for the group 

/ I am sure mo Sc M good Germans** of the Weimar Republic agreed with what they 

understood of Hitler's position when ne was named Chancellor in !933<?) ? and I 
expert that Hi tier 1 ^ Brown Shirt organ;zarjor was a vo!untarv nrganization in its 















* —* 

i ' 
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(2) The John Birch Socielv is organized specifically to exert effective 

influence on the U S political scene, in which case every citizen of 
the U S, will be effected to one extent or another by such Society. 

That the Society should represent one man's views so completely by its 
organizat oral structure represents a very real danger to t ,e future 
liberty of all Ante r 1 c a it ? Jj * 

Now these observations should not be construed as derogation either of Mr. Welch 
nor of the John Birch Society The are, in fact, simple observations of a possible 
danger in any au t tier i t ar i an organization Examples of the excesses of author i tar i an 
organ i zatIons range from the Holy Roman Church, through innumerable kingdoms, through 
the dictatorships of our day? and Include many, many business organizations It is 

in this context that all author1tacive organ1zations are suspeti -- including the 

John Birch Society, which has as tes avowed aims and slogan "Less Government and More 
ResponsibIM t y". 

Now Mr. Welch advances some persuasive arguments as to why the structure of the 

Society was chosen to be based upon an authoritarian model. These arguments 

obviously have persuaded many serious minded people -- namely present members of 
his organization \ will not belabour the point but merely state that ir* spite of 
the fact that the aims of the Society seem honorable, and the facts presented 
indicate a terrifying urgency, and the position of Mr. Welch appears justifiable 
under certain special circumstances, I am not persuaded that such an organization as 
Mr Welch proposes is in turn without danger, though 1 desire to move in the same 
genera! political direttion that he and his organization tend toward 






DIRECTOR, HJI (62-104401) 
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SAC, ' CHICAGO (lQ0*$e8?l) 


information cmctmum ,; 
(INTERNAL SBCUBm) •< •• 


• Re SA(? 'letter OQ-b ’'d&t<3d 1/20/C0 (C) . 


■ Oh June 2S,' lb-3#,r 

”™1 farmer .* rrent 

Director, */meric an • security gouncil, 

1 1 

Chicago, Illinois, furnished this oiJ 

rice a copy 03: ' The Blue 


Book* of the John Birch Society and oi 'The Politician, r to¬ 
gether with one photostat copy each oi a four page pamphlet 
explaining the John Birch Society, and a report dated prii 
IS, 1360, entitled "Santa Barbara Activities oi tho John fcireb 
Society." 


At I I request. "The Blue Book" and "The 

Politician" were returned to him. One copy each oi the report 
oi Santa Barbara activities are being furnished herewith as 
an enclosure to the Bureau and Los Angeles for information. 

According to information available to I ~l there 
apparently are three Chicago chapters oi the John Birch 
Society, one of vhlch has been meeting at Glenview, Illinois. 
The meetings at Glenview are held every other Monday sight. 
Three such meetings have bee n held which have been attended 

bv approximately 200 people. I..I 

| Glenview, on expressing doubts about the society ut 
one of the above meetings, was given a copy of "The Politician' 5 
and told that that book is given out only when a member oi: tho 
society is* "qualified." After reading the book and e xpressing- 

E er distrust with the Material r [ leas told by [ 

| leader of the meeting, that if she quoted any part 
of the bow, at the meeting he would completely den y exist ence 

of the booh" and would discredit her. According to|.| a:: tor 

the next Glenview meeting, the chapter is to be broken up into 
anti-Communist "cells" composed of 10 to 20 people, and t. at 
the society aims at a million members nationally. 


2-Bureau (Xncl. 1) 
lALos Angeles (Enel a 1) 

1-Chicago 

jjTjptu > v - 

is 'JK«,ASS!F® 

■ & SJV iftUEWES, 


/o«' flOOlrM 
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' f v ’ •• . ••• : ■ • ;v . -; .. b7c 

CG 100-36071 


cerning _ The 

Bureau will be advised of any additional information re¬ 
ceived conceroiag activities 6% the John Birch Society. 
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NEWPORT BEACH. CALIFORNIA 
TELEPHONE: ORIOLE 3-3S36 ^ 
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D3BECT0H, FBI (62-104401) 


July 13# i960 
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sac, los msm ss (100-59001) 


JO®! BUMS* SOME TV 
BSFORKATIOn COKCERBING 


He SAC letter 60-5. 

I |Liao isio, 

Newport Beach, California.,' advised this office' by letter 
dated 7/5/$*., that a non chapter of the captioned o rganisa tion 
.lias l?9?aJ^asafelSL formed at ArefreicfryCalifornia, by I l 

| ate <, | L Cur rent 

directory ror orange County ahow^a listing for | 

| | Anaheim, Califox^xia. 1 /r 

p ' /' . ■/ 

. y of this office reflect a letter written by 

| 1 Anaheim* to the .Editor, Lon 'Angeles Clines, 

5/^/bb, issue, in which writer deplores infiltration of 
Communist influences in American society and encourages 
readers to obtain cony of boo& written by former Special 
Agent of FBI, If. CBS©? SKQOSSS, “®ie Kaked Communist", 

Additionally,| I Panel Source, orally 

advised 7/6/60, that Jdm sfctroh hosa^ty kas 23,000 members 
currently, on a national basis. 

The above is for information of the Bureau. 


2 - Bureau (62-104401) (Registered) 
17- Los Angeles (lOfW^enoi | 

1 - Los Angeles I h(Eorrisoh) 

^ h j? SvjC * iii-Ss , . 

i&ym . A 


M 9 r^r * / 




f &Q "Affoo/ ~ J$ 









El Personal m Telephonic 

Date _Tim^ 3 

Birth date and Birthplace 


□ 


Complexion 


a £ Scars, marks or other data 


Facts of complaint 


C desired to know - if the above organization was subversive or not so he could 
reach a decision regarding Joining the organization. 

C was advised of the fact that the FBI does not pass Judgement nor make evaluations 
regarding individuals or organizations. 0 was then given the address where he 
could direct correspondence to secure this information. 


mr J ... • 

' 5 ' w *- 3 Ysexz&a&n 










July 5, 1960 


fir. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr, Hoover, 

I would appreciate very much jour opinion of 
the John Birch Society, founded by a Robert Welch. I 
want to offer ray services in combating coraraunisra and want 
to be sure of this organization before joining their 
forces. This may be being super-cautious on ray part, 
but there are so many organizations I want to be certain 
of their motives. 

If you would send me a reply, however brief, 

I would be most appreciative. 


Sincerely, 










July 13, I960 




Pear 


Your letter dated duly 5, 1960, has been 
received, and the interest which proepted your comtitii- 
cation is indeed appreciated. 

In response to your inquiry, I oust advise 
that the jurisdiction and responsibilities of the'PSX 
do not extend to furnishing evaluations or consents con¬ 
cerning the character or integrity off any individual, 
publication or organization, 'die FBI is strictly an 
investigative agency of the Federal Governneot and, as 
such, does not issue clearances or nonclearances. 


In view of your interest in the nenace of 
cooDunism to this country, I an enclosing some literature 
available for general distribution by the FBI which nay 
he of assistance to you. 


Sincerely yours. 


h 


^ John Edgar Hoover 
\1 director 


Enclosures (3) 


W 


(\J~ Los Angeles (enclosure) 

SEE NOTE TO LOS ANGELES, PAGE WO 
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Enclosed is a copy of correspondent's communi¬ 
cation. Bufiles contain no identifiable data concerning 
the correspondent. 

Robert Welch and the John Birch Society have 
not been the subjects of an investigation by the Bureau. 

Welch and his organization have been very critical of 
President Eisenhower and his administration. Information 
concerning this individual and his organization is 
contained in SAC Letter 60-5. 

The following items of literature were sent 
to the correspondent: 

1. Reprint from “FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin," 
March, I960, with Analysis of the 17th 
National Convention of the Communist Party, USA. 

2. "Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality." 

3. "God and Country or Communism?" 








mourn. 


7-18-60 b6 

' . : ' ' • " ' ■ .. b?C; 

Dear Sirs: 

I’ara interested in joining an anti-Communist organization. 

The one which I“am interested in puts out a book and 
periodicals. I have read this book, which is called 
"The Blue Book of the John Birch Society", of which the 
club is also named. I would like to know if this book 
and some of the other material which they put out is 
entirely anti-Communist, which the club asserts. If this 
club is not anti-Communist I trust that a name of such a club 
could be forwared to me. If this information is not 
available in this department 1 trust,that the name of 
such could be sent to me. 

Thank you for any information that might be sent to 

me. 


wm s m 

«.i ISWaSATIw 
Br«?sp is UNCLASSIFIED 
OATS ...fcfcfe-BY 


Sincerly 



CTfr . pHH _ . XiTt fornia 










Your letter doted July IS, I960, lies bee*: 
received, and the interest which preened your cc:T::.;r id¬ 
eation is indeed appreciated. 


In response to your inquiry, l oust advise tM t 
the jurisdiction ami responsibilities of the FBI do not 
extend to famishing evaluations or consents concerning 
the character or integrity of any individual, publication 
or organization* The FBI is strictly an investigative 
agency of the Federal Government and, as such, does not 
issue clearances or nonclear&nces. 1 so, therefore, 
precluded from furnishing the information yon have requested 
or recommending any course of action to be follow®!, 

I an sure you will understand the secessity'for 
this policy and will not infer that we do or do not Have 
in our files the information you desire. 







Enclosed is a copy of correspondent*s connuni- 
cation. Bufiles contain no identifiable data concerning 
the correspondent. 

The John Birch Society and its founder, Robert 
Welch, have not been the subjects of an investigation by 
the Bureau. Welch and his organization have been very 
critical of President Eisenhower and hss administration. 
Information concerning this individual and his organization 
is contained in SAC Letter 60-5. 
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On S/3/<5Q, ABOLPH I1EHJO0, well-known cation picture* 
radio and W personality* appealed ae a guest m fcho ®JM 908GAU 
cMs which is viewed nightly by resident© of southern California 
ovwsp Channel 13 * station -EC®?# Loa .Ansoies,' $0:-] SaJGGAH la well- 
Mourn to viewer©-in Chicago* Illinois* and U>Q Nicoles, 
California* and is eonoldored to fee a eonbyoverolal television 
personalfty * 

WOU, dorms the ©curec of hie Interview with 
S9GGA&* ranged far and wide on matter© of current interest to 
the tooriean public* lie is an avowed ctttl-ooaaaa iBfc and swep t 
a eoneldorable portion of ha© talk oa communism* I I 

advised MEHJQU told the audience that he could not get a 
■$oto in the motion picture studios- fcecattoo lie is an avowed anti- 
comauniet* He stated most of the studios are controlled toy 
eomisidots* noting that the studios have c* black list that ic 
working in reverse, i.o.* agoinet those people■ who have de¬ 
nounced communism* He recalled that when the “Hollywood Sea” 
were convicted ‘‘'they 1 should have convicted the entire 
“Hollywood Nineteen 1} tout someone in Waohingfcen, who was highly- 
placed, interceded and yould not let the additional nine toe 
convicted* He indicated he had gone to Vashiwgioa at his our* 
expense to fight this move* tout to no avail* 

He told DHCGiii and the TV audience that cosssiniesi. 
would toe wiped out of the studios in two days if the Americas) 
Legion would bring economic pressures to bear against the 


3 * Bureau (Alii Mii2L)(njbGI32EBLB) 

1 - to Francisco (X&F&KapXOT*^) 
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theatres. However, even the American feoglan £e subject to 
econoiaic pressures, and for this reason cannot take effective 
action against those studios who hire communists* He alleged 
that communism in California is stronger than most people 
think and he fears for his children and their children. lie 
cautioned the American people to wake up before it is too late. 
He once again attested to Ma great admiration for the late 
Senator JOSEPH MCCARTHY and the fine work accomplished by him. 
In the field of comauhien. C3EMJ0U spoke highly of Director 
HOOVER and mentioned that ho had been in correspondence with 
Mr. HOOVER on many occasions. He did- not .mention the FBI by 
name*- however. 

MBilJOU stated Ms statements could bo '‘backed up <5 
and on occasion mentioned “Counter Attack" and C! Eed Channels. 13 
He was particularly critical of the coiounist influence in 
Hew York Theatre circles. He mentioned but a few names as 
individuals who had comauMat connections. Among these names 
were the names of DALTON TE0HBG and EDUARD HKTRY&, both msm- 
hero of the - f Hollywood Ten. 5 * 


MEHJO0, in addition to discussing communism, was 
critical of the World Court, noting that two of its members 
were communists. He was vociferous in. his opposition to the 
income tax ran d stated he was in complete agreement with 
| | of Utah, in hia refusal to pay an income tax. 

Vie s^atea ne was opposed to the Government of the- Halted 
State© engaging in private' enterprise, and thought the Govern** 
meat should divest itself of come 19,000 private enterprises, 
including TVA. He la. against a welfare- state and lo a staunch 
advocate of private enterprise. 

MEMJG0, at the conclusion of Ms guest stint, urged 
all those who were opposed to cowanisa to join the John Birch 
Society and gave 0JG8M and the TV audience the Society 4 © 
address of Belmont, Massachusetts, as the place to write for 
information. It should be noted that numerous calls- were re¬ 
ceived by DUGGAM before the conclusion of hia show from lis¬ 
teners Interested in joining the Society, and the address of 
the Society was given to the audience on several different 
occasions prior to the closing of the show at 12 Midnight. 
MES3JO0 espreseed his admiration for Mr. KELCH, founder of the 
Society, and explained the Society got its name .from a soldier 
by the name of JO® BIRCH who ms killed by, the Chines© 
Communists following the cessation of hostilities in Korea. 





M 100-59001 

Foregoing for information of the Bureau, The Boa 
Angeles Office does not anticipate Interviewing ABQBPH 
!®KJ0tJ at this time for information in his possession concern¬ 
ing alleged communist control of the motion picture industry, 
STACB, inasmuch as it is not believed he has any personal 
knowledge or direet, specific information concerning, ©ace. . 
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Torrance 

California 


Special Agent in Charge 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

13*+0 West 6 th Street >0 

Los Angeles 17 ‘ * 

California '■> 


Dear 


I 




Sir, / / 

r r v 

I am requesting information about Thd John Birch Society,^_ \ 

its integrity and background* The Society wash founded, by Robert" 
Welsh on December 9> 19?9# The original meeting taking place in 
Indianapolis. The address is now, Belmont 78 » Hassachuetts* 


Eas the Society been investigated, and if so could you 
let me know the results? 


Would you please send me a list of the communist front 
organizations. 

Thanking you in advance, 1 am, 


Very truly yours, 



tvjt. im uivuu - - 

l>W M . *"¥• ‘ 





1340' West Sixth Street 
Los Angeles 17> California 
August 4, i 960 
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Torrance, California 


Dear 


Reference is made to your recent letter. 

Although I would lihe very much to be able 
to help you, I must advise that the Jurisdiction and 
responsibilities of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Oo not extend to furnishing evaluations or clearances 
of any Individual, organisation or publication. Fur¬ 
nishing information of the type you requested would, in 
effect, constitute an approval or disapproval of the 
organisation you named, and I am unable to answer your 
inquiry. Ho inference should be drawn in this connection 
either that we do or do not have data concerning the 
organization in question. 


The Federal Bureau of Investigation has never 
compiled a list such as you requested. You may be 
interested in securing a copy of the pamphlet entitled, 

R Guide To Subversive Organizations and Publications,” 
prepared and released by the Committee on Un-American 
Activities of the M. S, Mouse of Representatives. This 
pamphlet contains a list of groups and periodicals which 
have been cited as subversive by various local and 
federal agencies. A copy of this pamphlet may be obtained 
from the Superintendent of Documents, U. S. Government 
Printing Office, North Capitol and H Streets, N.t’J., 
Washington, D.C. 


iS ]T IMFflSMAT? 


Yery truly yours 4 
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■;h 0/ SIMON 

pdcial Agent in Charge 


1 - addressee 
1 - 100-59001 
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SAC W. G. SIMON 
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subject: JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 

SM - C 


__ This will record that on 8/18/60, [_. 

I I Hollywood, Calif., called and stated he would 

like to know something about the JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY. 
stated they purport to be anti-Comraunist. 

I courteously informed I Inf my inability 

to furnish him with information, pointing out that no state¬ 
ment could be made as to whether we do or do not have any 
information. 

He then requested to be advised as to how one could 
check on organizations, and I informed him of the list of 
subversive organizations of the Attorney General which is- 
available to the public. 
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TRUE COPY 


lake wood li, calif, 


J* 3dgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir* 


in re* The John Birch Society 
Belmont 78, Maas* , 

Recently X saw Mr, Adolph Henjou on the ToraBuggan 
television show and he ®ade many statements regarding 
politics and communism in Hollywood, most of which X agreed 
with* IJ© is also e strong supporter of Senator Barry Goldwater, 
whom X also greatly admire* Mr* rtenjou said anyone wishing 
to support the Constitution & help rid our country of 
Communists, etc*, should Join the John Birch Society, & 
gave the address* 

The next day Tom Duggan was suspended from his 
TV program, supposedly because M an antl-Catholic Joke 
his wife had previously told on his program. X noticed in 
the Times a few days later that the American Legion (composed 
of 200 members) van calling on the station manager to 
determine the real reason of his suspension, & then the next 
day, the paper stated that Tom Duggan had been re-instated 
& would appear again at his usual time* 


X wrote the John Birch Society for literature and 
am Interested in Joining, However, my husband says that now 
days so many patriotic sounding organisations are just 
Communist fronts and for me not to Join anything without 
checking with you first* So Z would certainly appreciate 
knowing If it is all that it*a supposed to be* X think 
everything possible should be done to awaken people to the 
Communist threat and X want to help support an organisation 
such as this one, if it is bona fide* 


I will certainly appreciate hearing from you aa ^ 
soon aa possible. Many thanko in advance* 


Sincerely, 


s amvsivw.-.- sKc-spfw 


TRUE COPY 
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August 25, I960 
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Lakewood 11, Caliroruia 
Pear I I : 

Your letter dated August 18, I960, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted your communication 
Is Indeed appreciated* . 

While I would like to be of assistance to you, 
the PBI is strictly an investigative agency of the Federal 
Government and does not furnish evaluations or comments 
concerning the character or integrity of any individual, 
publication or organization. Furthermore, a regulation 
of the Department of Justice prohibits the disclosure of 
Information in our files. 

X am sure you will understand the necessity for 
this policy and will not infer that we do or do not have 
in our files th© inforiaation you have requested. 

Sincerely yours, 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


Los Angeles (Enclosures(See Note, Page Two) 


'fats'- §~?®^ f 

i ? ‘1 





b6 

b7C 


ATTENTION; SAC f LOS ANGELES • ' •' 

Enclosed Is acopy of correspondent's 
communication* Buflles contain no identifiable data 
concerning the correspondent* Adolph Menjou and Tom Duggan* 
mentioned byfche correspondent, are wellkhorm to your 
office, ' _ 

The John Birch Society and its founder* * 

Robert Welch, have not been the subjects of an investigation 
by the Bureau* Welch and his organisation have been very 
critical of President Eisenhower and his administration. 
Information concerning this individual and his organization 
is contained in SAC Letter 60-5* 


2 




UlAf^AnO FiJKM NO. 06 


b6 

b7C 


Office Memorandum • united states government 


TO : SAC, LOS ANGELES 


from : ASAC W. M. ALEXANDER 


SUBJECT: JOHN BURCH SOCIETY 

MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION. CQMCEMIHG 



DATE: 8/30/60 

3** 



phone 



called at 4:30 PM, 8 / 29 / 60 , and requested 


information concerning above-captioned society as to whether 
or not it might be subversive. 


I pointed out to _ 

FBI were confidential and th&E 


that the files of the 
be unable to give her 


1 would 

any assistance along that line. I told her she could write to 
the Internal Security Division, Washington, D, C., for a list 
of organizations designated by the Attorney General as 
subversive. 



She also indicated that she would like some informa¬ 
tion as to whether or not she should attend a study group 
which was being sponsored by the House Un-American Activities 
Committee on the subject of Communism. I told her I would be 
unable to express ray opinion along that line. 
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'f H E BEACH 

SbJ War 

MOTEL 



336 WEST CABRILLO BLVD. • SANTA BARBARA * CALIFORNIA 


AUgUSt 31St,1960 TELEPHONE 

WOodlond 5-6556 


Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
P.O.Box 66, 

Santa Barbara, Calif. 


Dear Sirs; 


I wish to ask for your assistance in the matter of 
correct information regarding a certain Societ' 


I have been approached to 3oln the^John Birch/Soc. 
but at the same time have receivedTnahy"reports, pros 
and cons regarding .“.this Society. 


I am American born, and chiefly interested in my own 
country, and true Americanism. 

I am told that the co-founder of the above society, 

Mr.Welch, was formerly a communist. 

Before giving my acceptance or taking any further 
steps, I would appreciate receiving from you any facts 
you have regarding this society. 
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Bureau of Investigation, 
P.O.Box 66, 

Santa Barbara, Ca if 
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1340 West Sixth Street 
Los Angeles 17, California 
September 8, 1$60 


El patio cel ffir uotel 



336 West Cnbrillo Boulevard 
Santa Barbara, California 


Pear | | 

Reference is made to your recent letter. 


Although I would like very much to be able 
to help you, 1 oust advise that the jurisdiction and 
responsibilities of the Federal Bureau of Investiga¬ 
tion do not extend to furnishing evaluations or 
clearances of any individual, organisation or 
publication. Furnishing information of the type 
you requested would, in effect, constitute an 
approval or disapproval of the organization you 
named, and I am unable to answer your inquiry. Wo 
inference should bo dram in this connection either 
that we do or do not have data concerning the organ¬ 
ization in question. 


Very truly yours. 


w. a. SIMON 

Special Agent in Charge 


1 - Addressee 

Y'iy - Los Angeles (100-59001) 
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Natei Hand print names legibly; handwriting satisfactory .for remainder. 


Subject's name and aliases 


Address of subject 


Character of case 


THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 




r 1 Male 
■ 1-1 Female 


£ Scars, marks or other data 


B&lfcotif Mass 


Complainant's address and 
telephone number > 

SEE! BELOW . 


INFO CONCERNING 


Complaint received 


CXI Personal I 1 Telephonic 


.time 



IS UMCLAS-oii 


MI $JtS£&L 


Facts of complaint C identifiedTself a "Military Requirements Representative, } 
•California Division, Lockheed Aircraft Corporation, Burbank, Calif , f J 
telephone TR 72711* 

C advised he accepted ah invitation to attended a chapter 
orgniaing meeting of captioned organization at the residence of one 
SMITH in Pasadena, Calif•, on 9/5/60# He was amazed to learn of/the 
.faflufcfl enmiii a m ent attitude oH-^—, i f ifid a a ^^. Los Angels s - 

. .I..Q£ .tjh.fl.,.. | aoclety > |. I l LA,- Calif, 

^ telephone I I A motion picture was shown, followed by the aims 

‘ of the society. Speaker stated there are now 75 chapters in the LA 
/area* Dues are $2i|.,00 yearly for male members, $12,00 yearly for female, 
LA chapters were first organized eight months ago, 1 

„ Although purported intent of the society is "less government” 

"more responsibility" and a "better world", C stated the obvious 
Intent of the society is to instill a "hat© campaign against D,S, Govt,", 
In this respect, C is convinced the society is subversive in nature, 

C turned over for use of this office, not bo be returned, 

March and June, i 960 copies of the "Bulletin" of the society, along 
with a postal card urging the termination of foreign aid, made available 
to the approximate twenty individuals at.the organizing meeting of the 
new chapter attended by C. C also furnished a copy of the "Blue Book" 
of the John Birch .Society, 

All of above documents are attached hereto, 

C advised his primary purpose in bringing this to our attention 
is his firm belief the organization is subversive in nature. To a. 

3D0HHE R lessor extent, he desired to go on record with his visit, lest 
his attendance at this one meeting might prejudice his extre mg JL y highly 


Action Recommended Index C, . 

File in 100-59001 
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DO f August 25>_I960 


TO SACt 

» 

□ Albany 

□ Albuquerque 

□ Anchorage 
O Atlanta 

□ Baltimore 
a B irm Ingham 
a Boston 

□ Buffalo 
C3 Butte 
CJ Char loti e 
rjl Chicago 

□ Cincinnati 

□ Cleveland 
£ ~~1 Dallas 

f j Denver 

□ Detroit 

□ El Paso 


(Copies fo Offices Checked) 


□ Honolulu 
a Houston 

□ Indianapolis 
a Jacksonville 

□ Kansas City 
L J Knoxville 

Little Rook 
Los Angeles 
CJ Louisville 
f Memphis 

□ Miami 

CH iMIlwaukee 
LD Minneapolis 

□ Mobile 

t ~l Newark 

□ New Haven 


£ 1 Hew Orleans 
D New York City 

□ Norfolk 

□ Oklahoma City 

□ Omaha 

f_J Philadelphia 

CZ3 Phoenix 
L I Pittsburgh 

□ Portland 

a Richmond 
{_J St* Louis 

□ Sait Late City 

□ San Antonio 

□ San Diego 

□ San Francisco 

□ San Juan 



□ Savannah 
a Seattle 
a Spring field 
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□ Bonn 
a Havana 

□ London 
CD Madrid 

□ Mexico EL F» 

□ Ottawa 

□ Paris 

□ Rome 

a Rio de Janeiro 

□ Tokyo 


RE: 


m For information □ For appropriate action a Surep, by _ 

□ The enclosed is for your in forma tior>> If used in a future report, \ ~1 conceal 
all sources, a paraphrase contents. 

□ Enclosed are corrected pages from report of SA---——,—_-.-,— - 

dated -.-* 

REMARKS: 


igSSS'® 

Wi^jS^JzXf BY 
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September 1, i960 


>s Angeles 


Jallfornia ., 


Dear 


H i MS'U MGLASS; F i £0 -, ■ . 

MIL £4s£fi_ 


Your letter dated Augiist 23, I960, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted your communi¬ 
cation ia indeed appreciated* 

in response to your inquiry, I met advise 
that the Jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI 
do not extend to furnishing evaluations or connects 
concerning the character or Integrity of any individual, 
publication or organisation* The FBI Is strictly an 
investigative agency of the Federal Government, and, 
as such, does not issue clearances or nonclearances. 

I arc sure you will understand the necessity 
for this policy and will not infer that wo do or do not 
have in our files the information you desire. 

Sincerely yours. 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


(T> Los Angeles (See Note) 

ATTENTION: SAC, LOS ANGELES 

Correspondent requests the Bureau*s opinion 
of the John Birch Society, Bureau files containL?V<^ 
identifiable data concerning the corresgwjen 

5EflRCifi£0 ; --r- WOEYXD C^ 5k '- 

NOTE TO SAC, LOS AN GELES* CONTINUED, fe&QB.>'-TVQc ,&f' 




' to 6 

—.1 -—I b?C 

ATTENTION: SAC,'LOS ANGSLBS, CONTINUED 

The John Birch Society and its founder, 

Robert Welch, have not been the subjects of an Investi¬ 
gation by the Bureau. Welch and his organization have r 
been Very critical of President Elsenhower and his 
administration. Information concerning this individual 
and his organization is contained in SAC Letter 60-5-. 







Routing Slip 

0-7 (Rev. 2-24-60) 


TO SAC: 

□ Albany 

□ Albuquerque 

□ Anchorage 
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□ Baltimore 
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□ Honolulu 
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L—I Indianapolis 
L—I Jacksonville 
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□ Savannah 

□ Seattle 

I—I Springfield 

CD Washington Field 
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□ h avana 

□ London 

I—J Madrid 

□ Mexico D. F. 

□ Ottawa 
CD Paris 

□ Rome 

CD Rio de Janeiro 
C_I Tokyo 


RE: 


123 For Information 


□ For appropriate action 


□ Surep, by 


l 1 The enclosed is for your information. If used in a future report, t D conceal 
cill sources* C I paraphrase contents. 


f ~l Enclosed are corrected pages from report of SA 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 


Pile 


DATE: 9/13/60 


from : SAC W. G. SIMON 


SUBJECT: 


JOHN BIRC H-SQ 4 

Miscellaneous 


\re Uf' 


W k w 

vWv.ci;'’ 

Q/ ^ ^ ^mx yv^ 


At 10:27 A.M., 9/?3/6o ti_ ~ ~ W the ■> 

Hollywood Travelodge Motel, 7370 Sunset Hlvqr. , LdS"'Angelea, 
telephone Hollywood 2-6001, called and stated that she had ' l J ^cJ^ 
heard about the above society and had also read "The American 
Opinion" magazine of which ROBERT WELCH Is editor. She / 

wanted to know how she could check as to whether this society 
and this magazine were subversive, and wanted to know if there 
was any list available of subversive organizations. 

I referred her to the list of the Attorney General 
and informed her that this list is available in public li¬ 
braries or that she may desire to contact the Assistant 
Attorney General in charge of Internal Security Division, by 
writing him at the Department of Justice, Washington, D. C. 


WGS:gmw 

( 1 ) 
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Memorandum 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 


TO 


SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-59001) 


date: 9 / 30/60 


FROM 


sa[ 


subject: JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY, INC. 

INFORMATION CONCERNING 
IS 


Sjt 


The following Inf ormation ms furn ished orally 


to the writer on 9/21/60 by T 
1 Los Angeles: 


Q/1 L 


snau. ham Hoiiy wpoa mva.. 

by MrJ Ff. X. RANU^ZI. 

the^To ftn Birch 's bcfetyT I 
she would care to attend a meeting at "her 
about a grou 
Communists 


a close personal friend of 
went to Poor Richard’s Book 
Los Angeles, 


•*1 a 

Jw 

tooth oj 


which is operated 
Whom are members of 
asked I [if 

hbr 


’OUD 

•safe 


W U6 le&bn more 
of "good pe ople" who were arming against the 

Ideclined the invitation but carried 


the conversation on long enough to learn that this group of 
"good people" had concluded that, since no one was doing 
anything to check the Communists, they themselves would buy 
unregistered firearms and store them, together with appropriate 
ammunition, until t he time came to "start something". Mean¬ 
while, according to | ~1 this group, which included 

some female members, was taking Judo lessons in "the valley" 
and was attending military training classes in Burbank, 
California. 


I [ also advised that I Iwho 

resides in pacific palisades, telephone number! | 

I I and who works for the Public Service Department of 

the Coast Federal Savings and Loan Organization in Los Angeles, 
where he gives talks on the subject of free enterprise, is a 
member of the John Birch Society, is very anti-Semitic, and 
is prone to make exaggerat ed statements. I iwasr 

informed by a good friend, | WM 5155 Works for 


f&z- Los Angeles 
O (1 - 100-59847) 


Y 


RGB:sib 

2 ) 


^ HERng F ?^-l T ' CIVC0IVTA,N ® 
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LA 100-59001 


the Coast Federal Savings and Loan Organization, that I I 

had commented that he knew where he could zsi, number of 
unre gistered fir earms "in the valley". I I also allegedly 

told f 1that he wanted her to come in on a plot to 

assassinate I l and wanted her to go to wor k in San 

Francisco as a waitress, where she could get | j to con¬ 

sume a d rink in whic h she had placed a nil! that would induce 
cancer. | | described | | as follows: 


Sex 

Race 


Height 

Age 

Weight 

Hair 

Characteristics 


Male 

White 

6» 1" or 6* 2" 

26 years 
150-160 lbs. 

Dark brown 

Wears glasses; has bulldog 
type face 


| |stated that she does not believe the 

John Bircn society nas official knowledge as to the plans of 
th is radical gr oup, although the John Birch Society appeared 
to||to have become extremely reactionary, as evi¬ 
denced Dy the literature disseminated by the Society and, in 
particular, a book by ROBERT WELCH, Executive Director of the 
John Birch Society, entitled "The Politician", which allegedly 
calls President EISENHOWER a Communist. 

I I classified the | H as "crackpots" 

and stated that, if she gets additional information concerning 
their plans, she will make this available to the Los Angeles 
Office. 

|requested that her identity be kept 

SI &ttd that 'no mention be made of the fact that-. 

she was relaying information given to her by her friend. 
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13^0 Woat Sixth Street 
Los Angeles 17, California 
October 7, i960 


IHaclia, (Mii'oraia— 1 
Dear | |« 

recent lotted? ±8 to ac!monlG <3g© receipt of your 

«ijf« JPSii rL^oTa^view 

<* thG contents of your letter dose not'diaSST 

oFt'^roLSbl" tha tavostlgatlTO Jurisdiction 

ot Instigation. I an 
tii^rox ore unable to aueist you. 

Very truly yours, 

(rJW X. 

V, Qti SIMON 

Special Agent in Charge 


1 - addressee 
1 - LA 100-59001 
JOS:lhm 
( 2 ) 
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Rotary Told 
.Time Short V 
1 to Foil Reds 

! 

, The time left for saving 
! ourselves from enslavement 
by “reversing the seemingly 
inexorable forces of commu¬ 
nism” is much shorter than, 
most Americans think,. Bob- 
ert Welch, head of the anti-1 
Communist John Birch Social 
ety, warned Friday. 

The . Communists’ timeta¬ 
ble, proceeding on schedule, 1 
leaves us only a few more] 
years, he told the notary j 
Club at the Statler Hilton. 

The first stage of Comraui 
nist strategy, he said, was 
the taking over of Eastern 
Europe; the second, domina¬ 
tion of Asia, and the third, an 
encirclement and conquest of 
Western Europe and Amer¬ 
ica. 

Having accomplished the 
‘first two stages, they are now 
tightening the encirclement 
noose by determined inroads 
;into Northern Africa, he said. 

I Welch, a candy manufac¬ 
turer of Belmont, Mass., 
founded the John Birch Soci¬ 
ety in memory of an Amer¬ 
ican missionary In China 
[Who greatly aided our mili¬ 
tary forces in World War H 
ana later was executed h|r 
the Chinese CommunMg- 1 






' —Los Angeles Examiner phohj. 

ROBERT WELCH • 
Time running out. J 
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October 11, 1Q60 

. I. 

U.S. Department of 
134^0 W# Sixth St,, 

Los Angeles, Calif, 

Gentlemen; 

Would it be possible for you to send me 
any information you might have on the John Birch 
Society? I understand it is an organization 
designed to help us become more familiar with 
Communism and how we may combat this dread force. 

My husband and I are interested in finding 
out more about the Society and if it is legitimate 
in it's aim* Does it have the sanction of the. 
Bureau? We would be interested in joining the 
Society if we had the assurance that it was an 
accepted organization and had the full sanction 
of the Bureau. 

We would appreciate your advice on this 
^and any information you might be able td send 

us - All INFORMATION CONTAIN© 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 




P.B.I. 

U.S. Department of Justice 
13k0 W. Sixth St. 

Los Angeles, Calif. 




1340 West Sixth Street 
Los Angeles 17, California 

October 18, i960 
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/ 


La Canada* California 
Bear I " I 


Thank you for your letter of recent date. 

VJhile I would like to be of assistance to 
you, I mist advise that the Jurisdiction and 
responsibilities of the FBI do not extend to furnish¬ 
ing evaluations or comments concerning the character 
or Integrity of any individual, organisation or 
publication. Furthermore, information in our files 
is maintained as confidential and available only for 
official use in accordance with a regulation of the 
Department of Justice. 

I am sure you will understand ay position 
in this regard and will not infer that we do or do 
not have in our files the Information you have 
requested. 

Very truly yours. 



U. Q. SIMON 

Special Agent in Charge 





Complaint .Form 
PD~?f J10-20-3%? ; 

. If/a >V /_*••• 

Note; Hand print names legibly; handwriting satis 


* 


f 4 'r :• •■•■■ 

: 6fy far remainder. 


Subject's name and-aliases 


JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 

■•: •* ,//• 

/v: 




Address of subject 


Character of’case 

WFP acwee&iV)A / & 


Complainant 


T" 


Complainant's address and 


Complaint received 


CZZ] Personal I. ... %! Telephonic 

|Date .. lO/l 6/6 ^ ^ $»5 5 A 


” o 

II 

la. o 

3 M 

w o 
D 


Race 


Age 


|Se*. . 

[IIZIl’Malo 
EZ3 Female 


Height 


Hair 


Weight 


Eyes 


Build 


Birth date and Birthplace' 


Complexion ^ 


Scars, qnerrke-or other data 


Facts of complaint. 


_n adilafludL £cdjLofld xuLlL JEbacently an acquaintence of hers, | | 

Iinvited C to attend a meeting oT the 


JOHN BiRCH SOClKTi'which is golog to be held at the RENNUZI 
home on Glencannon, LA, on 10/24/60, * 

She stated she intended to go in order to fird out if it was 
subversive, and if so she would report on meeting to FBI, She 
stated that in the event it was a subversive group, she wanted 
her call made a matter of record so that the "FBI would know 
that she had not attended this meeting because she believed in 
subversive teachings"*• . . 

C was assured that her call would be made matter of record,’ 



Action Recommended 

100, 

trfo&y . 

SAM J^SKOEMAKER • 







OPTIONAL fORM NO. 10 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

to : SAC, LOS ANGELES (10030) 


date: 10/20/6 0 
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FROM 


SUBJECT 


: SA[ 

I 


3 


1 , 


SB-Wo CONCERNING 


On 10/20/60 | | Riverside 

inquired as to whether the organizations "Pro-America" arid “John 
Birch Society” were on the subversive lisr.s. 

Bhe was advised of the confidential nature of the FBI 
files and that she should secure her information from pulbic 
sources such as the library which may have the AG list or writing 
for one directly to the AG. Other sources such as the HCUA book 
were also pointed out. 


HLP 








QPHQNAl FORM NO. fO 


b 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum ' 






to : SAC, LOS ANOELES^100-59001) 


FROM 


SA 



date: 10 / 21/60 


subject: THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 

)S ' (> 


f 


m| | -wv jn.1 

j teiepnonlcall; 


On Octobe r 17» 19^0, ^ 

I Los Angeles^'tranrornia, 


stated that her husband 
Aircraft Corporation, 
has access to confidential and restricted 


It 

ul\ 


m 


r*iiTni«rvsn 


contacted t|ie write _ . , 

I Is employed at Trtfi HU^h63 
Culver,city, California, and has such 

information. 


I [ stated that recently they were asked 

and did attend a meeting of captioned society. She stated 
that she la very violently opposed to Communism and she 
stated that this particular society indicated at the meeting 
that individuals should do all that they can to combat it; 
however, she stated that "she and her husband were concerned 
as to the legitimacy of this organization and she mentioned 
that her husband contacted a security officer at Hughes 
Aircraft to ascertain if it was alright for them to attend 
additional meetings of the John Birch Society. She indicated 
that her husband was advised *by the security officer at 
Hughes Aircraft Company that captioned organization was 
legitimate and it was not subversive. 


I _|wanted to double check with the FBI 

and requested if she could endorse this organization. 

_ 

I | was advised that the files of the FBI 

were confidential ana that we were not allowed to endorse or 
recommend any organization. She was furnished with the 
address of the Subversive Organization Section in Washington, 
D. C. 


WLM:dlp 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN 13 UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE S'Y-jt BY s/py-ary/T ? 


/ao-c 


SEARCHED 
SERIALIZED.^ 


EXED,jn*0! 


OCT ?j 1 1033 
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24 October I960 
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i * 

A 


* a/k 

bM' <sT 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Los Angeles,California 



Gentlemen: 

I am |"' ".".......I The following Is an 

excerpt from a letter to the Commander, Air Force Ballistic 
Missile Division, my commander. 

" Due to my strong personal convictions that the Communist 
Party, USA (CUPSAj, has made alarming progress in the past few 
years, I now feel obliged to take an active part In opposing 
further progress by that agency. 

In order to direct the most efficient use of my energy, I 
must: 

a. Become a member of 
to CPUSA, specifically thej^ 

b. Make available to me CPUSA literature and/or litera¬ 
ture indorsed by CPUSA." 

The purpose of this letter Is identical: " Identification of 
Personal Intent". 


an.effective counter organization 
Jbhn Birch SocietyTjBoBton, Mass. 


I have personally/stated my Intended action to Major Redard, 
OSI, 18th District, Shell Air Station, Maywood, California. 

In that the FBI will probably note my name on a communist 
mailing list or other CPUSA target lists I wish to make my 
position clear. 

If in the future I can be of any service to the Bureau I hope 
you will not hesitate to enlist my unconditioned assistance. 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

5-frV. BY yW'C W/jfr 


/Od-o 

/ 0 6> ^ Sfoc/^s-y 

/ tt> & — ^ (ji&'O / 

Ns zrf 

/<ZL7 e 

/6 o ^ 5//< 


Downey, Calif. 















1340 West Sixth Street 
. Los Angeles 17, California 
October 26, i960 


Downey, California 


Dear 


Your recent letter has been received, and 
I very much appreciate your offer to be of assistance 
to this Bureau. 

Although I cannot authorize you to act in 
any official capacity for the FBI, I want to assure 
you that citizens can be of great aid to us in our 
work by making available information they acquire 
indicative of criminal or subversive activities within 
our investigative jurisdiction. If you acquire data, 
do not hesitate to contact our office located at 
1340 West Sixth Street, Los Angeles 17, California. ■ 

Very truly yours. 



Special Agent in Charge 


1 - addressee 
a - LA 100-59001 
:lhm 





m. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


to 


SAC, LOS ANGELES (100- 


from : Supervisor 

fc ^S 

subject; jom BURCH SOCIETY 

INFORMATION CONCERNING 



DATE; 10/28/60 
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- L— On October 28, i 960 , at 1:30 PM, 

It ele nhQ.ninal.lv..advised..that he is an "aXT'OWS'S.WITH" 1 

'fiome7 r it5dres3 | I San Gabriel, California, 

and fie was calling from his office, MA 47244. 

He stated he had become interested in the JOHN 
BURCH SOCIETY which is allegedly dedicated to fighting 
Communism. He stated he was considering joining this 
organization and has received favorable reports concerning 
the group from many prominent persons. His purpose in calling 
was to ascertain whether the FBI could advise him as to 
whether the JOHN BURCH SOCIETY was not subversive. He appeared 
to desire a clearance from the FBI so that he would be re¬ 
assured about joining the group. 

The regulations relative to dissemination of 
information from the files were explained to him and it was 
suggested that he contact the Subversive Activities Section 
of the Internal Security Division of the Department of Justice. 


Ml INFORMATION CONTAIN© 
HERON IS UNCLASSIFIED 
pftj f BY 


BLQ: rronb/i 

a) . 


c&o 


71 
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1325 East Third Street 
Paramount* California 



bo 

November 7, I960 b’7C 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U, S. Department of Justice 
1340 West Sixth Street 
Los Angeles, California 


Gentlemen: 

I, like thousands of other Americans, am seriously concerned 
over the seriousness of the Communist conspiracy in our country. 

So far, all I have accomplished is to realize there is a problem, 
and — like so many apathetic Americans -- have gone no further. 

Recently I heard about the John Birch Society, organized by 
Robert Welch of Belmont, Massachusetts. From the material I have 
read on the society, I believe it to be the kind of dynamic 
action group needed to effectively fight the conspiracy. I am 
even planning to organize a chapter in ray neighborhood. Inasmuch 
as I am involved in defense work requiring a security clearance, 

I would not participate without assurance that the society is not, 
in any way, subversive or derogatory and that it has a clean bill- 
of-health from the Federal Buraz&u of Investigation. 

It wcu ld P. ^ JLt* iT y o» „ 0UW supp ly » .our 
evaluation of thej^tifi^Bi^bh Society^ 

j@0 

Yours very truly. 












1360 West Sixth Street 
Ijos' Angeles 17# California 

November 10, 1 >uQ 


bo 

b7 





Thank you for your letter of Keveaber 7# 

I960. 


Although X would like to be of service, X 
wish to advise that information In FBI files is confi¬ 
dential and available for official vise only. 1 would 
like to point out also that the FBI is strictly a 
fact-finding agency, and it is not within the limits 
of its prescribed functions to draw conclusions or make 
evaluations as to the character or integrity of any 
organization or individual. 

I know you will understand the reason for 
these rules and will not infer that we do, or that we 
do not, have the information you request. 


I would suggest, however, that you direct your 
Inquiry to the Department of Justice, Attention Subversive 
Organizations Section* Internal Security Division, 

Washington, D. C. 

• Very truly yours, 



ai 


w* 0. sirsoN 

Special- Agent in Charge 


SEARCHED —* 
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Complaint Term 
PD-?i <10*K0*55> 


Not®: Hand print names lej 
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Facts of complaint 

C stated that he is amember of the St. Dominic Savio 
Catholic church. Bellflower, Calif, and a member of 
- the Holy Name Society within the church, 

C stated that the Society held a meeting last night 
at the church, and that the Subjects were showing 
films and making comments concerning world communism, 


C stated that the film, name unk, was not in keeping *. , 

with the basic beliefs of the United States, and that f Jj ,, 
for the most part it presented the views of Russia, (LK'/a' 

: - ' <rv 

C stated that the Subjects also 3ended themselves ^(,0‘ 
well to the left in their comments and narration of "‘ 
the film. C stated that he has no information re the 
Subject, but that he heard they may join his church* 

C heard that Subject Patterson is with the &ir Force 
Ballistic HXKXXS Missile Division at Inglewood, Calif, 

C is employed by Autonetics, 915Q E. Imperial, Downey,, 
Calif# 


UMCLASSIFIEi) 

,y-g-fe by sp + m t /jyi 


0 



mini;. 


fi 


Action Recommended index and file 10 (Ml 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
5010-101 



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
5010-101 

UNITED STATES GOvUPmeNT 

Memorandum 



TO 


FROM 


subject: 


SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-«B») 


SA H. RAWLINS OVERTON 



JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY JK .• V 
IS - C ^ 


date: 12 / 8/60 
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,_, . On November 30, I960, I __ 

|_| Sherman Oaks, nailfomis T l , ,, , L , I 

contacted SA OVERTON inquiring about the John Birch 
Society, whose only address she knew of was Belmont 78 , 
Massachusetts-. She stated she understood that the 
Society had been sponsored by the Welch Candy Company 
in Boston and was named after a friend of his that 
had been liquidated by the communists. 

| |stated that meetings were being 

held locally soliciting members for the organization 
which said it was an anticommunist organization, but 
that she had been unable^to find out anything concerning 
the organization and felt that the questions that she 

had asked had.not.been/satlsfactorily.anmaxacL. she said 

locally a I I San 

Marino, Califonia, ath insurance man, sponsored the 

meeting at the home of |.. .1 Los 

Angeles. 


state d that she was the sister-in- 

law of fO TTO8T.SpggTSrr Agent I I Chief 

Investigator for the Los Angeles County District Attorney's 
Office, and was furnishing this information for any 
Interest the FBI might have in it. 



Los Angeles 


HROigmm ft*.,, 
( 1 ) 




ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

date ^ 







December 5, 1960 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Tower Building 

Santa Monica, California 

V 

Gentlemen: 

I have recently become very interested in the Birch Society, and 
would like very much to know the status of this-organization, in 
the eyes of the F. B, I. 

Since it is my wish to support this Society only if it has been 
cleared, I would appreciate a letter from the Bureau, stating 
anything detrimental you may have in your files concerning it, 
or that you deem it a worthy cause. 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DAT E -T-Hk BY Jfi&Safe, 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Tower Building 

Santa Monica, California 


v 



13^0 Ilest Sixth Street 
Iios • i&geles 17# California 
December o, l>5o 



lhani; you for your' 1 otter of Docoaber 5# I960.’ 

Although 2 would like bo' bo of. service, I 
wish to advise that information in FBI- files is confiden¬ 
tial and available for official use only. I would like 
to point out also taut the FBI la strictly a fact- 
finding. agency, cad it Is not within the Units of its 
prescribed functions to draw conclusions or make 
evaluations c.o to the-character or integrity of any - , 
organisation or individual. . 

I ’snot: you will understand the reason for 
those rules and trill, not infer that ce do, or that wo 
do not,, have the information you request. 

Very truly yours, ' 

(/^ 

li 0 ©. SXK<B ' 

Special Agent lb Charge 


1- 
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Addressee 
Los Angeles 


PLM:CEA j 

( 2 ) 
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Mr. I. G, Simon 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
1340 W. 6th Street 
Los Angeles 17, California 


) 










Mr. W. G. Simon J 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
1340 W. 6th Street 
Los Angeles 17, California 

Dear Mr. Simon: 


June 8, 1961 

At I. IMFORMATO! ’WTVNED 
HEREIN IS UiiCLA'Vi I-..; 
DATE-J-y-fe RY spy-gmi 




Enclosed youjdll find a copy of an address by /Eugene 
Carson Make. This talk is being used by my Church, 

Tlst Presbyterian of Santa Monica) to discredit the John 
Birch Society. ■■■ 

f 

| 

As you will see, in Paragraphs 2 through 6, he is using state¬ 
ments'allegedly made by your office to further his charges. 

I am sure that if these quotes are true, the FBI did not 
intend to have them used in this manner. While I am aware 
that it is somewhat against the policy of the Bureau to do .so, 

I feel that a clarification of this matter would be most helpful, 
because these statements, as quoted by Dr. Blake, are bring¬ 
ing great pressure to bear on the John Birch Society members. 

Please do whatever you can to assist in this matter. 

I await your reply. 



;uiver City, caiixorma 


/ 0 &‘ 
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Mr. W, G, Simon 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

mo w. 6th street 










Mgoles - 2 ? 9 . G&iafosraia 
., ■ . .*»©.& 2®53 • 


wAvor- city,, witftonU 


Dear 



yoa yew a,©fc$©j? Juno 8 , 1962., 

Ill> GUCaCGUj:© i.OJi. jiOEGdl. Ixt 2 .® tl©»7QV©E?» ■ 

y?u ?n tSs S&!" a tte8t ‘® S ' S *“ ™* Wo . to MC1S6 

©v«at you «e& zock&q the' eon* ©<? 

^no address t© t&lGh you x®i&z*&Q& $& ^ovee letter I 

that you asfeo &* Dv^Oablfc to pmg ■ 

te&y yours 9 
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1 - Addressee 

1 - Los Angeles (100-59001-72) 

PLM.-CEA 

( 2 ) 
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BEE CHOBCHES AND COHMONIBK 


Text of an address by 

mtf. m. mams on bubs, 

Stated Cleric 

The United Presbyterian Church 
' ‘la the B.S..w 


Delivered at: 

West Mans Presbyterian Church 
Dos angeles, California 

May 9, 1961 / 


• It was Adolf Hitler who perfected first the technique of the •'big lie." He 
Droved that falsehood repeated enough could brainwash a whole people, no natter 
how absurd the falsehood might appear to the rational mind* 

■■ -Ids - with iti churches, is being subjected terthd'’' "/ 

•‘big lie M technique by th? current rash of charges that the churches, particularly 
Protestant ehurchos, andthe ministry, particularly protestont ministers, have * 
been widely Infiltrated by coaqunism. . “ 


1 Louis (fesael* of Dhi^ wrote in the "flew lorif World " 

Telegram*' end elsewhere op: last April 29th i "IBI Director, J* Sdgar Hoover, is 
deeply costpfnod .about the danger" that"in the- • * 
name of aati-cooGiunlca, play into communists' hands. 

"During tho past few weehe, Mr. Hoover has sent F3BI Chief Inspector 
William C. Sullivan to deliver speeches in many ports of the nation, warning 
Americans hot to bo token in by charges that their churches are overrun by Beds..... 

"'Those allegations have served to create the impression among stony Ameri¬ 
cans that the Protestant denominations in particular have been subjected to 
Alarming infiltration and influence,' Mr. Sullivan says. * 

"'But this is 0 patent falsehood. The truth is that the Communist Party 
has not achiovad any substantial success in exerting domination, control or 


^oBeQ^o?or--waerictf t a^Tur gy a eu, ur r-ci igioua i nstitutions on a nano 
scale." 1 , 

Mr. Cassols continues; "Mr. Sullivan is not making this statement 
own authority. He is speaking with the full approval and 1 personal.ijpwking ef :.V|f 
Mr. Hoover./ And the HI Dirac tor has so ip$s$mfd a number of imaWnr'iCoiM-'tjx''- •' ; 

muniete hunterswho wrote him protestii4'; rt|^%fiLivaa '• apseslMMi**^#• -V“ /;.-f s 


ALL INFORMATION COST/ 
HEfSlWISUMCLASStREq 

DATEjfcSrff_ 


Kpiv#;*/ 


yWW Of ‘ 

3gHfAUZ£»ft^?lLKi}S#y 

ui ■ /£•. ' JI : 

• ' fbi-Ios AaGewSgL. 










“ 1 know of no stronger or nor* recent t hird~party aridimc e that | omn %uot« to 

sake It perfcotly clear that tha widespread eULie^utioae of comcmaiat infiltration > 
of tho Protectant ministry, of the leadership of oar Church, or of tho national 
Council of Churchea is bracen falsehood, irony of you hove been worried by thee* 
charges., X hope you ore convinced* And may I go further and raniod you that re* 
posting throe slanders and libels or even gossiping about then makes you on . 
aoeeeaory to the conspiracy which is attempting to weaken the influence of your 
pulpits, your churchaa, and your councils, locally and nationally* 


X ranted you that we have traced to their sources these lisa. X do not 
Intend la lilt thoi for idu amdn tine* aathla* ih>ft of 

Discord” sore 'than to resolve publicity which they cannot get On their own when 
a ohurchnan nenee than*.. Of all tha letters X received after ay aeroon of a few 
weeks ego in Santa Barbara on this ease topic was one’ fma one of these sources 
of falsehood, explaining that X had left hi* out of ay listing* My ; re**oa was 
that be and his paaphlota were not Hated on the single sheet of oaloany that 
farsed the beads of ay semon outline, the text of which was n Xbou afaalt not 
bear false witness against thy neighbor. 1 ' Be should haws node his ecnplatet to. 
the naonynous cowards who printed and circulated the poison sheet to the Matters 
of tha first Presbyterian Qhuroh of . Santa Barbara. But we can identify quite . 
mUy tte orlti&ftl noufteui of tho lioi* tw dm t4U your • poopjo tbot tht , v 
chances are better than ten to one that any church story is false that is date* 
lined, fudsa. Cklshosa; CoUingswood, How Jersey; Madison, Visoonadas Ciacianati« 
Ohio* or hheaton* XUinaia. host of the alleged facta go back to the McCarthy - 
era or earlier, have been denied and disproved again and again. 


ij .x~~ ~$'XT~.Y&t s tr&». .-~a* s 


low is it than that they still trouble usf Partly because the big lie 
technique d^es not depend on facts. But portly aow^hetjase® tha old lies are', 
being actively circulated by tho sane people who were McCarthy'a stooges a few 
years ago* but. are now reorganised into typical totalitarian oalla of disruption 
under a retired oandy manufacturer of the Cpa n ow SSSRh oi ria se aoTina atta. 


o Hi oftldi who I n fiEMiiitf ^iuus b##a ^ And mda lUuvtntMi fay 

v the nan's own words* ■- In offset he says that you can't ant tha 

frj President* nor the State Department, apt the Jttey, not any politicians, certainly 
(y not the newspap er s, or th* preachers, therefore trued ne* Bis aigMent to trust 


, #;w , - 1 


not ths newsp aper s, or Mas preachers, tbgj 

4n thftt hm llBA wars sen ,#nta 




4rUkMuSug> akA 

U W We 

, ■ : ’i ■ 


Bis s rgWMn t to trust 


President 


Ml mamm thtt QlUillf iMtiitld 


slot; post 

e jL..* ... 


.* *» •■•lUt! 



a red ground 
of die trust. 


Jeay sf eoanuniat euooeee le a t 
ts** 3 *#! happy to find id scapegoat. 









Lot no ropoat what I have often said, and moot deeply believe. Dree pulpita 
end free churohoe all acmes thin lend are the beet bulwark against Copcwniaa \ 
that the nation owns. ' 






1 aa not really fearful that our Church win be mortally hurt by the attache 
against us. VhcX I do fear ie that wo will become eo busy defending ouraelvee 
that we will not stake the contribution we should to true Americanism in our eev* 
oral comcmnitioQ and in the nation as a whole* Our Churchoa in every ooonunity 
should bo inspiring the cotoaunity to support the **■**- an asaJUwlM^fc-hapa SatJBfiano . ; ' 
and freedom . Our churches in every cocmmnity should be taking the lead in support i- 
or the public schools against those who ere trying to disrupt tho® by making false 
charges against tha best and most conscientious teachers we have. Our churches ■*. > '4 

should bo busy preaching the gospel of Jesus Christ, the good news of Qod that • 

alone will give us tho courage to iaoe-the real threats to our nation and our 
oulturo and civilisation* 

0 o 0 0 * o O ' v;- fi " d o O v ‘ a. ' \ _ ■■■•_ 

1 coso here today to my own Presbytery at your invitation to urge you to 
get off the defensive and in every church to begin the attack that our nation 
needs to be protected from those who in their fear of soas&alsm weald destroy 
Am er i ca n freedom. . •■■•... v' : Vv■; 

’ ""'If: thaSe - attacker* of freedca hove infiltrated Prednptevlen I K%*. i\i '- ; 

preebytery has power to go in to tho support of courageous preachora who will 
preset- U» truth. If these uneejss of froydoshate fofiltrgted our mmthtrstrlp* ■' r y 

Jesus Christ by false charge* of cttSSunims.' r 


How it Is true that our gospel is not always popular. It ia true that some 


Of bur seuK^i and even our officers may he worried 4s hear* the Christiss gospol , 
preached* ■ But I urge you winister* and elders not to* be afraid to stand fbP your 
faith* Lot so suggest what our Biblical faith ia --seen though 1 shall hate time 
to. eet it forth in' outline only, tou ought to write four am sermons*'j. «?■ 


1* dll Christians, worthy of tho name believe in Ood as revealed in Jesus 
Christ* If we reeOly baliove in tho sovereign livingCod, why should the 
munlst conspiracy or Its totalitarian and' faclst "^ uslinr make ua sfrnludi) ■ 
up encourage our people to trust Cod, speak the truth, sad believe Jfc bhc Victory 
:of righteousness that Christ has. already won* ; ' •; 4- , - 4 ■■ 



dll Chris t ia ns worthy of know that low rather 

weapo n. Let bus rmataabor that Jemss saidf “love your. 


: . * v */ •. 

terete: 



v A :‘ 


zw tj yfeijw trtioit of hedSm-'^OBSStad if the arsochar is 
truth, ttmt else ore' yott^jdeaefaers p» J A ■ 

" !t»eeoms 


it «*,* one'"wfeii 

fjptejpCiS^i .or-sveio .jdjhe B^oviet ^jovemment. 
. - ,4. ) odghC|e.|idlp the poor*** 1 


xx+y . 
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|t-vl4s^4tt*hd«p 

- mmt liftit |0A*t Mta tt|A 

p00piXm #ty '• 
f r' ‘ BwatteA thoci ,; 




4-c/^i 
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that- tho Christian. faith is concerned about.oilmen, ftussieae, latirt itaericaha, 
Nogroos, Kbricansy• os woil..a 3 .'at npld_ w hite Pro testantsA Don’t : pulSA 

your punches, jSorao'Will get ■ into trouble: -.'.'for surelid Jo3ue ChriSt./Don't 






/ •. > 
S* 


■\ 'Surely bo persuasive if you can. But don’t -expect that'tho go%el fill 1 cypr A 
via a popularity contest* ' .'A> -• ■ -• .A, .X-..X .•■•.... A: XA-*•' 

In addition to these generalChristian truths .that wo-aro obligated to-breach f^. 
lot ue rojaoober our Presbyterian heritage aad^a|oad ,uj>' for ifcfae well«’.v. - .-•♦ AX - • " 

Wo Pro^ tojAatreJ*^ •ra^ gontflftiaaJB awtfa a h^ Jd-. - 

>*$»* fqr *** 000 t0 ff*y ora theasolveq under Qod itt ho^h Chun^ffl|d 
St&tb.^Don*t let anybody , got away with challenging that heritage in the-- Pros- .■ 
byleHon Church* :"••••’ , ' "A-' 4 X : .xX\ - X.? ' .••'x. 

;, . t . A _ •:•. - .' ^ /.- v; t f 

'•■■■' Wc Prosbytorinns believo t&tt'.our rcligion» both individual^ X 

ought-to bear uponthe-. whole realm of "human life* 'Don’t let anybodyeilOnCe'yOu . 
'or make you afraid to apply tho gbepcl to ocoaooiOi, 'politics,' ' social 
anything also that is controversy^ . ’ -A *; .XA'A'X 

Ks ^eal^ariffiS' : 'lo^b : sd^W'a' ©oircrbigti CcmI," strong enough tS ?: dbbo^i^b y ’'r^r"r 
Bio will in the faoo’of Satan and all'bln cohoffca. •- I^’jB^begin^to tehavo m if.-’A x 
we .did boli^^it* ■ Sh&oltf'm aye not promised* Iha^^S&hfit Vourab will ''be'-'andy' ~ ; ;." 


we.did belidv|Fit*^ Swoly. we 'orb not promisedthatv«V^ a Vdarob"wS3L'be'-cbdj£”/ 
or pleasant, or successful, Vo don’t know about what God's will may be for'.ue*. 
But wo do know that if .wo are f&lthloes in our tinea e& trial, there ia no hope 
but that God birasolf must repudiate us aa foithless servants* A'.a. ■ A * 

. '■ . •»,••••• ’ ■ ' A' • ,' *•'•-", -A-. A"- • x 

. Ift’s aeyo in. .to.tho battle,*.- let ue so behave that; the.world-.Qj^ notto; whotv’ 
we' soy and 'do' and perhaps be dr»rn to Jeeus '(Buriat, beeause thoy aeo thaf wo are 
Hia. n ' ..Ax: -a: -:U A,. '• ;.. -X.A 
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June 8, 1861 
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Mr. W. Q. Staton •'«••>;,_ 
Federal Bureau of taWsttgsttoa 
1340 w. ®th Street':. ■•'' 

Loi Angeles iT.Oiltfornla 

Beer Mr.Slroom 


*?** c*r& 


Blroh Society. 


throttghC.het* uelngetate? 


menti 


e * ♦ "•■ • .. 


uw. -»r iSsfT *'**■ 


I ton" auye thatlf these quotes jure true* theFBI f* «°* 

Intend to have them used In thta m*n»*r. While 1 am ***** 
that it la eomewhit against the policy of the Bureau to do to* 

I feel that a clarification of thla matter would be meat heipcm, 
because the si statement*, aa <juoted by Dr, Blahe. ere bring--, 
lag great pressure to bear on the John Bln* Society member*. 

, ' i . * 

Please do whatever you can to asstat In, this matter* 


I await your reply. 


TION CONTAINED 

















I3%0 I'Jost Sixth Street 
Los Angeles 17, California 
. June 12, 1561 


Culver City, California • 

Dear j 

Heferento is 'ciadd f© your- letter of June 8, 
1361, and its enclosure. which ::as received June 12- . 

1961 . 

In response to your request for a clarifica¬ 
tion of ttateuento made % J. Sdgur Hoover, Director 
of the FBI, I an enclosing the forward of the April, 
1961, edition of the FBI Law S&iforestfent Bulletin 
wherein I-!r« Hoover eonraenfcs consorsiing the menace of 
connaunisra. 

For your additional information. Assistant 
Director t$.Illao €• Sullivan has delivered speeches 
before various groups and organisations throughout 
the. Uhlted States on the * subject matter of communiso. 
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'b7C 


AU. iFOSMMM CWWFL- 
IS UJJCLASSiF© v. 


7ery truly yours, 

U. G. SIMON 

Special Agent in Charg 


Encl.(l) 
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I' - Los Angeles/(IPO-59001-72) 
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Director, FBI (61-10904) 


12/21/60 


SAC, Los Angeles (105~4?4) 


INFORMATION CONCERNING 


Attention: 


Central Research 
Desk _ | 

. b6 
■' •' b'7C 


Remylat..>160,.ia.ahixh. 1 a set forth riesrrlntl we 

data concerning |_ 

correspondent at Paris, France, and editor at Los Angeles 
of the newsletter ,5 H* DU B. REPORTS/’ 

I l has made available a copy of instant 

-page n ewsletter, current issue, November-December, i960* 

I I also advised that she travelled recently to New York 

and environ s with purpos e in large part to solicit more ample 
stipend for | | whose livelihood, she stated, would 

hardly be maintained but for the cash contribution substantially 
made by GEORGE WELCH, the Belmont, Massachusetts, candy manu¬ 
facturer. w ho is founder-director of the John Birch Society, 
f|also indicated that she has in the past approached 
WELCH with the thought that he undertake the complete operation 
of the "H. DU B, REPORTS' 15 but that Mr. WELCH has demurred and 
indicated that she is best qualified to continue the letter*s 
operation and circulation* 1 | has stated the latter 

at somewhat short of 1,000, 

J l advised additionally that she proposed 
;ti on one 01 his recent trips on behalf of John Birch 
Society in the Los Angeles area that the generally mature age 
and general stamp of John Birch membership suggests that these 
persons have lost the faculty of serious study and that the 
alms and goals of the John Birch Society call for necessary 
serious and even strenuous study on the part of its membership 
to truly apprise themselves of the nature of the world Communist 
movement and the necessarily intelligent and studied means of 
thwarting Communist advance. | I indicated that she 

was able and willing. In her own sight and qualified in the 
sight of others, to help WELCH set up a serious and useful 
study program for the John Birch Society membership. 


3 - Bureau (Enc. - 1) (Registered) WAoruif* 

2 - Los Angeles --w B mpMfin 
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(5) frt'.At-Hr r.v/0/. <• 
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LA 105-W 

I I stated that out of her experience some 

years ago on the teaching staff at Stanford Uni versity. Pa lo 
Alto, California, she feels competent to assist J l ln 

setting up a program of campus chaptera.of.the- John Birch 

Society and has already Indicated to| |her willingness 

in this regard. 

I I advised that her comments on Page 5 of • 

enclosed letter were derived from her taking a course In the 
recent past at the University of California at Los Angeles 
under the college's extension division for community leaders 
in the Los Angeles area on space age considerations. 

The above, with enclosure of current newsletter, 
is for the Bureau's information. 
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.SAC, LOS iiHGXLXS (100-33QQ1) 


JOHK BXHCH S0CI2SY 

mociwmovs iimmi^xon 


—--17m,.smrr informatics |_ I 

_I Bncino, California, contacted the mo Jingeleo 

division on January 4, 1951, requesting Information uhethar 
the JOEGl BIXCH SCCISTST was a subversive- organisation and'adViaing 
that he desired to knot: whether fclio 2731 had cleared this 
organisation. TSien informed that the FBI ms unable to furnish 
any information concerning the organisation, because of the 
confidential nature of.the Buroatt's records, he became a little 
upset and stated that’ he thought it mo a terrible position 
to take and said that he intended rritlng to the attorney General 
about the matter. 
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UNITED STATES GOV^NME] 

Memorandum 


UNITED STATES GO\ 


MENT 


SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-59001) 


i/6/61 
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FROM 


subject: 


JOHN BIRCH SOCIETXJ 
“INFORMATION CONCERNING 


San Gabriel, Call'ferrila/ telephone 


1 I mage inqulry/as to the BIRCH 

SOCIETY and as the the Ameri/anism Comm flnSfi&,Box 855,// 
Arcadia, California, whl^f^Tad^^to'T&^ rtHe - " 1 'Watchdpjgs of 
Freedom' 1 . being under the leadership of I 1 

l made Inquiry as to how' she could/obtain 
the Attorney General 1 s list of subversive organizations 
and she was appropriately advised* / 

RECOMMENDATION: File / 


MIBiplm 

(1) 


/bv\drt cd7}/£?h. Cffo- ** f —- 


ALL INFORMATIONUUWiA 

heron is unclassified 

DATE__BY— 
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UNITED STATES cdB^NMEI 

Memorandum 
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SAC, LOS ANGELE 



date: 1 / 9/61 


FROM. 


subject: 


JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 


/& ft 

/0* . 






'bln ** 


Jr* 




On 1/7/61, 

Manhattan Beach, Calirornia, ueiepnomcaiiy conuactect 
writer and requested information concerning the John 
Birch Society. He desired to know if it had been cited 
by the Attorney General of the United States. 

r I was furnished the address of 

the Internal security Division, U. S. Department of 
Justice, Washington, D. C., and was told that they 
would furnish him with a complete list of organizations 
that had been cited by the Attorney General. 
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COMMUNISM FOES-—RobertMorrj^ president of 
Uhiversity of Dallas and leading fpe of communism, 
W> !? lk ? with uPoane M. Lowefv^mpmher of La 
Canada John Bircnjociety chapter, at meeting of 
700 members of society at 'Huntington-Sheraton. 


mSSS3S&^ 

DWE-Wfe 1 il SI !' E “ 


to Spot Reds, j 
Society Told ! 

Policy planners are re¬ 
sponsible for the “deteriora¬ 
tion, that has beset the free; 
world/' .Robert Morris, presl-j 
dent of the University of Dal~! 
las and leading foe of com-) 
munisrn, declared Thursday] 
night. 

Morris for five years chief 
counsel of the Senate in¬ 
ternal securities subcommit¬ 
tee, addressed more than ?00 
members of the John Birch 
Society, national patriotic or¬ 
ganization, at the Hunting- 
tomSheraton. He said free 
/world leaders have failed to 
recognize “the Communist 
texture of our enemies/’ 

“We have repeatedly fash- 
ti o n e d and established in 
power people whom we? 
should have recognized asj 
foresworn enemies. Instead) 
of working against them, we 
exalted them. 

Cite Cuba Mistake 

“We did this in China, 
where we brought the 'agrar¬ 
ian reformers’ into power. 
We did the same in Cuba, 
where we aided Castro to 
|power and then bolstered 
him after he took over/’ 

He said that “by the same 
foolishoess f * we have aided 
pro * Communist leaders in 
/Africa, birthplace of many 
freedom seeking nations. 

| Morris was,introduced by 
iDoane M. Lowery, member, 
•of the La Canada John Bi rd } 

cnr'i/tvr 

is dedicated to the task of 
ed ucating A mericans to the, 

> menace” bt Commu 
spiracy. \ 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

to : SAC* LOS ANGELES (100-59001) date: 1 / 12/61 


from : SUPERVISOR 


subject: JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 

MISCELLANEOUS - INFORMATION CONCERNING 


JL 


La Canada, 

teleohoni dallV.rSalteated/td.know.oh.mWSr whethe r the Jo hn 

Birch Society Is "0.K," It was explained to | |bhat 

the FBI does not judge any organization or individual and that 
the FBI is not in a position to say whether or not the John 
Birch Society is or Is not a good organisation. 


I I stated she wanted to check to see whether 

it was listed as subversive and wanted to know where she could 
Inquire. She was referred to the Department of Justice, 
Washington, D.C. 
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CONTAINED 

yrJyky^MEMEM IS UNCLASSIFIED 

BATE S-r-<i a RY sP^gsjfxr^ 


*r 


^ ,jz£> 




^0<u^s-esi^ c^c <=/ ^t^L***- .y^o<g- ^/ 

_yS> 'JLavs 

5 f~^ 3 i 

~~ ,*,— -f^ryjy 

' / /-> ' *y\£<&y& a>^yy 

y <- T^r ^ yyy 

JM^J/ y - *»Sc*~ f**** 

tzt+y0*1*jo&- ^ c lDO)~ r 7(p 


.y^cy- 


(S * / 




££Ot^</ OSVL^UA^^ i 


^c*y!yy<=/yz^Le y&y 

^7%z<xy^-^yy £i& y££s 

<2&k t ff/3/6/ yzyu .-e ^— 





sge j/0 





° San Bernardino , California 


• •$<§</## 

607 West Fifth Street o TVrner 9-9763 

•zisL-ug/' 

^> *A£'<2-ef ^£4te*&L. Os^u/ ^£$> 

^4s4j? a&Ase-c/ 

^J? -^^^£?<S^2X S&C&f w/ 7 <z&stst^ A-A' 

. y £X ^ * * , . ^ 


j4^UUf ^ - -— - 

cz^'t/ ^u4 ~^p<4pC ^yuas^ 

^4~£> j44jz^f ^&£lst^.. ^Pt£A^iAA^ ^2^V1 ^4/hP 

^&C<^s4yy —■*'*'*' ^AZALjC ^44^.Y 

y^7>& <Z&-£-iP-£Z-^ J&£at£ 




<z< 




^Y ? <p(z^p 

— i£zZc<s ^tSL<^ isi*je*r^ 

r&4C?-<^'£ > - 







^ - ^ . -^ 

£^7 j^uuap £&& 

^fc4uuf c$~Ajz 

^ycZ^i^&Y &sc<-<tf oczdz^j <41^ p&t? 


c^Mey 


<A~& 




. 


■§<g$@ir(t S/msa M@t<§8 


h6 

b7C 


SS- S' Shd 


607 West Fifth Street ° TUrner 9-9763 ° San Bernardino , California 

tZs ^JP d'Wt*, 
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1340 West Sixth Street 
Los Angeles 17, California 
January 13 , ISSl 


blC 


Loinita, California 


Dear 


Thank you for your recent letter, 


Although I would like to be of service, I 
wish to advise that information in FBI flies is con¬ 
fidential and available for official use only. I 
would like to point out also that the FBI is strictly 
a fact-finding agency, and it is not within the limits 
of its prescribed functions to draw' conclusions or make 
evaluations as to the character or integrity of any 
organization or individual. 

I know you will understand the reason for 
these rules and will not infer that no do, or that we 
do not, have'the information you'request. 


.wmmmtNm 

,V; SJiv-f? 


S’ fr-% H e 


Very truly yours. 


Qr 


If. G. SIM 

Special Agent in Charge 


1 - Addressee 

1 ^ Los Angeles (100-59001) 

PLM:CEA 
(2) . 


searched —- 
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Note; Hand print names legibly; handwriting satisfactory for remainder.. 
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Subjects name and aliases 

Address of subject 

Character of case 

MISC 

Complainant fj 

Complainant's address and 

_telanhone nimnher_ 

Complaint received 

LXXl^Pergonai [ 1 Telephonic 

Date Time 



« a. 

O 

Xt 

-Q U 

a <n 
•to 0) 

a 

Race 

Bex 

L_ ) Male 

[.,Z1 Female 


m WKKKMwammm 

Birth date and Birthplace 

m i 

■ 



mm 

Complexion 

Scars, marke ox othei data 


Facts of complaint 


C stated that he is a full time employee df the John 
Birch Society, and that he travels to all areas of 
So, Calif* to show films and speak on anticommunist 
activities 

C stated that yesterday, 1-16-61 he showed a film 
to the San Di ego Naval Air Station and that he wa s 

received by a L. .1 

I I C stated that bfrth | | 

seemed somewhat hoatle to his program* 



i 


C appears to be sincere, but is nervous and at 
times has difficulty in making himself understood 
because of the rapidity in his speech. 


C was thhnked for this information* 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HERE! IS UNCLASSIFIED 

•PME-4£2i8&_BY 


Action Recommended Pile 100-59*01 

I I 


i 
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Method of delivery (cbecte appropriate 

CZZlAn person CT 3by telephone cfe by mall d3 orally CZ3 recording device CI3 written by jntamant 

If orally furnished and reduced to writing by Agent; 


Transcribed _ 

Authenticated 

by Informant . 


Brief description of activity or material 


A-m, 


—-fy-c-vs'' 



File where original is located if not attached 


Re mark su 




vVwSJSKST 


8»S£$E-> 

UATt Jfe* 5 **— 


v _ 


l B~f> ^°l ( 


Block Stamp 
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seRtAU2eo...48®yfiLeo.^j t i„ 

JAN 2 3 1281 

FBI • LOS ANGELES . / 















’t i 

Gentlemen: 

This is to notify you that I have joined the 
John Birch Society. % card reads that I am accredited 
as a member in Chapter 309 aaad that the card expires 
on Dec, 14* 1961. 

This group meets in Hollywood at the home of 

I t foUy- 

wood. 

This also will notify you that as a teacher I 
belong to CTA, NBA, ATOLA Substitute and Probationary 
Teachers Association, and LAETC, the Belvedere Elementary 
PTA and pay dues into our own Belvedere Faculty Club... 

(A quiet tune of some $60, a year)... 

Signed...January 7, 1961 


Glendale,2, California. 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HERFJfi IS UNCLASSIFIED 

OAT j&tsBSkiB 




jILmry, 7, 1961 

Honorable Granola B. baiters, 

Ooisaittoc on ¥a-A®orlcan Activities, 

B. 3. Mono© Office Building, 

Baching ton, 23 , B.G. 

Boar Sir and Oonoitteo: 

I os a Sixth Grade ieachor in the too Angeles City Schools. U© 
live in Gloadolo and mar daughter attendo XEaacnlatG Heart High 
School in Hollywood. Our con attends tho 'O'aivcrolty of Oregon 
and io in hio second yoar of Pre-toy* C^jr husband is on ongineor 
at Lockheed Aircraft Corporation. ®hio is dobio of our baelsgrounfl* 

VjC hove always triod to school owe* children t© search far truth 
and have used the Souoo bh-tosorlcan Activities reports as authori¬ 
ty for all dobat© on natters pertaining to foreign infiltration 
of our belted states &£ ikierica* 

Our daughter* I I needed material for hor debate (Oho is on tfeo 
laniaculate Host debate teasu} on tho WO cad especially on the Al¬ 
gor Hies trial and his connection with the Baited Oatloan. Be 
naturally wont to the local Olandolo library, be could find a© 
evidence of ABAC reports there, only State Cofsmittoo t oporto for 
California. So, I asked tho Hosoareh Librarian why there wore 
no IfiJAC reports for school and college etudonto to use for 
research*.;. .It caused quit© a consternation around the library. 

Sine© there ore two high schools, of which a high percentage) of 
studonto attend college away and at Glendale Junior College, I 
folt taking a stand on this oatter coo imperative. 

So, sir, I ea requesting, io it is at all possible, that at tho 
discretion of your coseittoo, could wo hove for the Glendale Li¬ 
brary a full sot of reports? Shus, our children ©ay have tho 
truth about eosmuniot infiltration to uco in debate and,in thoir 
school naporo. Whether they arc scat to no or directly to tfeo 
Gloadalb : ublle Library, 319 Bast Harvard St., Olondalo, wo hopo 
that tfeoy will bo available. Stolid von se nd the© to ao, thoy would 
be presented to tho Library by I 1 on attorney and on 

active Isogionnatrc, who will make ouro that they oro a part of 
tfeo roaoareh ‘ otfichs library. 


t 


Shank you very ranch tor considering this lottos’, i?ay tfeo Lord 
blooo your fiao work In hooping tho nation alert to tho over— 
nrosont dangers that boro froa within, low? oourogo and will- 
iagnoes to fight ovil at its very root io keeping our country 
strong. Shook you, goatlosaoa, for tfeo hours of devotion you 
give above and beyond your regular Congressional duties. 



$3£% i f SPhJWV&L 


.Sineoroly yours. 






©loadalo,2, Califowia 




Cover Sheet for Informant Report or Material 


FD-306 (3-21-58) 





Date received 

1/13/61 





sari ivjarxno, oaxxi . 


Received by 




Method of delivery (check appropriate blocks) 

CSlrv person L-~J by telephone L J by mall !_] orally L i recording device LJ written by Informant 


If orally furnished and reduced to writing by Agent: 
Date 


Date of Report 


Dictated 


Date(sj of activity 


Transcribed _ 

Authenticated 
by Informant 


Brief description of activity or material 

"The Blue Book of THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY” 


File where original is located if not attached 


Remarks: 



ALL INHJKiVUUiui' w 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE JtkSi— BY 



Block Stamp 



er tr 





Compl^&wt ‘FoSsgj 


Noto; Hand print name a legibly; handwriting satisfactory far remainder, 


Subject's name and aliases 


Address of subject 


Character of case 


bo 

b7C 

b?D 


Complainant 

r~ 

aka: | 

Race \ 

Caws 

Age_ 


_GoclMoie 

A ge 

§ L_J O Fema 


§ I I *-i Female 

5* Scars r marks or other data 


Heiqht 

5 » 10 " 

Weight 

185 


Complainant's address and 
telephone number 


California 

I^Bulld 


Bm 

Medium 

ilyos 

1 Complexion 

Bm 

ruddy 


Security Informant 
Offer Of Services 

Complaint received 


r«) Personal IZZZZ) Telephonic 

1/30/61 U»30 PM 

Dale .f~. t . Time. . .. 

Birth date and Birthplace 

12/28/1927 ® Terra Haute, 
Indiana 


Facts of complaint 

“l r.? m RommRrcial art Service J l ^and 

L Los Angeles, stated that he had read the 
Director’s book, Masters of Deceit and hadn’t r ealised that the communists 
were so bad in the"Dhited"S > tates." "l aald that he has jo ined the Joh n 
Birch society, which is an organization to help fight communism. I I 

stated that his position in his agency helps him to ’get around’ the various 
advertizing agencies, that this might be of some value to the FBI. 

I ""l iras thanked for his offer and was advised that the FBI would consider 

his offer and would contact him if his assistance could be utilized. 


mm! !$ UWCLASSIFIFD 



/gm. - y 

1 SERRCHib" „tT...IMOESEP OtlUHl 

StRIAUZED 

JAM SI 1961 . 

m - wo AMeraffljJ 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
1340 West 6th Street 
L 03 Angeles, California 

Dear Sir: 



I Jrajve bee.n approached b^/several Jie^aons regard 
ing thfe "John Burch or John Birch groups, ‘ljhese are 
supposadd-y anti-Communis tic gatherings-~toe)ducate 
the persons—concerning the dangers of Communism and 
hovi to recognize them. 


I would like to know if the FBI has given clear¬ 
ance to such groups, and if they are recognized to 
be what'they reoresent and not a facade covering a 
subversive group. 








.SLA.ndonol tt __ zZl 


S 2 . 


ZZ. 


Whlbbler, California 

i 

ffiffiffissr® '%»- - 

DATE-fcEdl_B' Y Jitt flfo/y? 




t 




13^0 West Sixth Street 
Los Angeles IT* California 
January 31, 1961 


mmm aaaa^aa ma^iggin iasata 

Dear |.[ 


CzLrm ?t Ability! 

5 — - 


This is to acknowledge receipt of your 
recent letter. 


Although X would like very ouch to be 
able to help you, I oust advise that the jurisdic¬ 
tion and responsibilities of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation do not extend to furnishing evaluations 
or clearances of any individual, organisation, or 
publication. Furnishing information of the type you 
requested would, in effect, constitute an approval 
or disapproval of the organisation you named, and I 
an unable to answer your Inquiry. 

I am sure you will understand the reason 
for this rule. Wo inference should be drawn in this 
connection either that we do or do not have data 
concerning the organisation in question. 

Very truly yours. 



Special Agent in Charge 

1 - addressee 
1> LA 100-59001 
jOS:lhm 




OPTIONAL pohm no. k 
nUHK 



TO : 

FROM. : 

subject: 


SAC, LOS ANGELES 


AS AC W. M. ALEXANDER 


JOHN BURCH socieS 
"MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION 
CONCERNING 


* 

date: 2 / 1/61 


b6 

hlC 


Santa 

Barbara, cainuinia, caiieyma wrviiti 1 was m tns S anta 
Barbara Resident Agency and desired to know whether or not 
the Bureau approved of the JOHN BURCH SOCIETY. She indicated 
that she was possibly going to write Mr. HOOVER in Washington 
for any information he might have concerning this society. 

I pointed out to | '' ' ' I that such a letter was 

unnecessary, that the Bureau in Washington would not be 
able to give her any information inasmuch as it ;was not 
within the duties of this Bureau to evaluate individuals or 
organizations. I told her that under the circumstances, we 
would not be able to give her any information. 

She requested the method of getting the list of 
subversive organizations designated by the Attorney General 
and I told her to write to the Assistant Attorney General 
in charge of the Security Division of the Department of 
Justice. 

The above is submitted for record purposes. 


WMA:mmb 

(u I 


AU INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATEjS*^— WS^lbMUrm 
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6 u 2 C^ / Wi £' 4 , L- A . 


I S-o 


Complainant's address arid 


R<xce^ ; - r-*fifeir* fi eightHair 

jJL .. r~iM a i«. . / .. . 

Age Weight Eyes 

m 

Female | } 

- - - . - --L_J---L,____ 

Scars, marks or other data 


s< * f H. 7m 


Cotnpldint received 

EZZZJ Personal CI^3^F^phonic 

r-,„+ ^ — 4/ -~/nf j ft ^ 


lirth date and Birthplace 


Complexion 
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I __Hans Engh 

^ |News-Press Staff Writer 

The John Birch Society,; 
whose self-appointed leader 
called President Eisenhower 
“a dedicated, conscious agent] 
of the Communist conspir¬ 
acy,” was formed in Indian-i 
apolis Dec. 9, 1958, It began! 
its semi-secret existence in. 
Santa Barban. about a year 
ago. 

What is this organization,, 
which has become established 
in many parts of the country, 
and whose members, among 
other things, are urged to 
‘‘take over the PTAs”? In 


A NEWS-PRESS 
SPECIAL REPORT 


Santa Barbara, questions 
about it are being asked with 
mounting frequency. Litera¬ 
ture about the society is be¬ 
ing circulated. Rumors are 
flying. 

STUDY GROUPS 

Locally, the society is re-: 
ported to have several chap¬ 
ters with the membership run¬ 
ning into “the hundreds.” The 
chapters meet once a month 


.He lold the 

*t. the society, which would' 
function almost entirely | 
through small local chapters i 
usually of from “10 to 20' 
dedicated patriots,” would! 
promote "less government, 
more responsibility and a bet¬ 
ter world.” ; 

‘THE POLITICIAN’ 

The statement that Welch j 
onsiders Eisenhower an 
agent of the Communist par¬ 
ty is contained in a 302-page 
manuscript called “The Poli¬ 
tician.” Originally written as 
a letter in 19*4 and added to! 
from time to time, it was in- 
tended’as a confidential docu¬ 
ment outlining Welch's opin-, 
ions regarding the progress of. 
Communism, particularly in 
the United States. 

I ,M C x told the Boston Heg-' 
.aid 1 [that he “added to it every 


=f~~ 

ti$ne I got requests for i';.” 
He said: “By 1956 it rfad 
grown to 6,000 words. By 1958 
it was up to 80,000. At that 
point I decided to reproduce 
it by offset.” 

Copies of the book were dis-: 
tributed to some of the top 
leaders of the John Birch So* 


— ,ciety, but Welch said that he 
in private homes as study; ;i s trying to withdraw each 
groups. Members hear tape', copy, and “get it out of cir- 

recordings, view motion pic-. I —-- —— - ‘ 

tures, discuss aspects of the' 

“Communist conspiracy,” lis¬ 
ten to book reviews, discuss 
tactics, and in general make 
themselves better equipped, 
so they believe, to meet what| 
i they term the challenge of 
\ Communism. 

j That meeting in Indianapo¬ 
lis was called by Robert 
jWelch of Belmont, Mass., a 
retired candy manufacturer, 
who in January, 1957, left the' 
business world, he said, to de- 
-vote Kb time, money and 


energy to the -mU-Com munis t 
cause. _ ^ - 


culation as quickly as possi¬ 
ble” 

MILTON TOO 

In “The Politician” Welch 
said: “While I too think that 
Milton Eisenhower is a Com* 
munist, and has been for 30 
years, this opinion is based 
largely on general circum* 
stances of his conduct. But 
my firm belief that Dwight 
!Eisenhower is a dedicated, 
I conscious agent of the Com¬ 
munist conspiracy is based on 
an accumulation of detailed 
| evidence so extensive and so 
palpable that :t seems to me 
to put this conviction beyond 
any reasonable d'mbt.” He 
also said of Eisenhower that 
. , , there is only one word 
to describe his purposes and 
j actions. That word is trea - 

I®,<J A/T f *£>**&& 


Santa Barbara News-Press 
1/22/61 

Editor - Thow&s M. Storke 
Santa Barbara 
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C o '* r - 



r^ gg^^ oiiucian- 
scribes former Presidents 
Roosevelt and Truman as 
tools of international Comma* 
nism, along with the Dulles 
brothers and various other 
high government officials, in¬ 
cluding Chief Justice Earl 
Warren, 

Dr. Granville Knight, Santa 
Barbara physician and 'a 
member of the 28-man nation¬ 
al council of the society, said 
in an interview that he has 
read “The Politician/’ He 
said that the book is a confi¬ 
dential document, that it 'on- 
tains Welch's personal opin-!_ ^ 

ions, that it was written be- the in a^imppj si 

fore the formation of the so- of conservative purposes, with* 


r^-^TAKE OVEIF*™^ 
In his Bulletin for Septem-j 
her of last year, one of the i 
many publications put out by 1 
Welch, he urged the members! 
to “take over” the * 

“Join your local PTA a ft the] 
beginning of the school year 
get your conservative 
to do likewise, and go t 0 
work to take it over,” he .tf/'e 
“You will run intp reafcf 
ties against determine - ®/, 
ists who have had eW&wV 


tft a if -w ay. But it 
went on the offensive*®®- -*1 



ciety, and that it now has. 
been withdrawn. 

DON’T AGREE 
Asked whether the state¬ 
ment about the President ap¬ 
pears in the book, Dr. Knight 
answer e-d: “I won't say 
whether it does or not . . ..It 
is unfortunate if it does!” 

Other local society members 
who also were asked about 
the book said that they have 
n(lt read it, and that theyffdo 
| See BIRCH, Page j ftg 

1 Continued from Page^fTl 
not agree with Welch that Ei¬ 
senhower is a Communist. 

Attorney General Stanley 
Mosk said in Santa Barbara; 
recently that “from the na-i 
ture of this organization, asi 
reported to me and as indi 
cated by the press, I would* 
consider it to be clearly sub-, 
versive in nature. Certainly/ 
the indication that the Presi¬ 
dent of the United States is r 
a Communist, and the asser- embark upon letter-writing 
tion that his purpose and ac- campaigns, that they organize 
tions are treasonable, would {fronts assigned to certain pur-'J 
constitute criminal libel un- iposes, that they sta^t “shock- 
der the laws of California. Iffi big the American people,” 
such an organization is at-: an( ^ that they obtain and fea¬ 
ture “appropriate” speakers. 

Welch was born Dec. 1, 
1899, on a farm in Cho- 


the same vigor and determi¬ 
nation that the ‘liberals’ have 
used the opposite aims. When 
you and your friends get the 
local PTA group straightened 
out, move up the ladder as 
soon as you can to exert a 
wider influence. And don’t let 
the dirty tactics of the oppo¬ 
sition get you down,” he said. 

Believing that the war be¬ 
tween Communism and the 
free world is being fought on 
the political and educational 
level and alleging that “de¬ 
mocracy is merely a decep 
tive phrase, a weapon of 
demagoguery and a perennial 
fraud,” Welch, in his^Blue 
Book, has outlined areas of 
endeavor for society mem¬ 
bers. 

READING ROOMS 

He urges the establishment 
of reading rooms which also 
can serve as rental libraries. 
He suggests that the circula¬ 
tion of various publications 
be expanded, that members 


tempting to gain foothold in 
this state, I would urge prose- 
cution under our criminal li¬ 
bel statutes by local law en- iwan county, N.C. He attended 


fe^^esasat agencies. 
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Santa Barbara 
1/22/61 
Editor Thomas 
Santa Barbara 
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! the University of North Caro¬ 
lina for four year . the Naval 
Academy at Annapolis for two 
years and Harvard Law 
School for two years. He 
moved to Boston from North 
Carolina in' 1919, and has 
lived in Belmont for the past 
20 years, He has been activei 
in Republican politics in Mas- 
sachu setts. 1 

CHINA ACCOUNT j 
He took the name for his ■ 
society from John Birch, all 
Christian missionary from a 
farm near Macon, Ga. Birch,' 
according to Welch, was in 
China when the U.S. entered 
World War II, On July 4 
1942, he officially joined I 
thennault’s forces in Chung- 1 
king as a volunteer, and rose 
to the rank of captain in the 
U.S. Arm y. 

after V-J Day, 


while in uniform and report¬ 
edly on a peaceful mission 
for the U.S. government, he 
was killed by the Chi¬ 
nese Communists. Welch calls 
him “the first casualty in the 
third world war, between the 
Communists and the ever- 
shrinking free world.” 

! (Tomorrow: The John Birch 
Society in Santa Barbara.) 


Santa Barbara News-Press 

1 / 22/61 

Editor Thoaas M. Storke 
Santa Barbara, Calif. 
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13^0 Neat Sixth Street 
Iios' Angeles 17> California. 

February 6, 1951 

b 6 

. b7C 


Granada Hills, California 
Bear I "It 

Thank you for your letter of February 3, 1951. 

In regard to your inquiry concerning the John 
Birch Society, although I would like to be of service 1 
vrlsh to advise that information in FBI files is confiden¬ 
tial and available for official use only. I would like 
to point out also that the FBI is strictly a fact-finding 
agency, and it is not within the limits of its prescribed 
functions to draw conclusions or make evaluations as to 
the character or integrity of any organisation or individual. 
I know you will understand the reason for these rules and 
will not infer that we do, or that we do not, have the 
information you request. 

I am enclosing some literature concerning commun¬ 
ism which may be of interest to you. 

Very truly yours, 

G. SIMON 

Special Agent in Charge 


*ih COW ‘liSWHr 
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1 - Addressee 

1 - Los Angeles (100-59001) 

PLM:CEA 

( 2 ) 
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Note; Hand print names legibly? handwriting satisfactory for remainder. 


Subject's name and aliases 

CINEMA EDUCATION GUILD, INC4 


Address of subject 


Character of case 


P„ 0. Box U 6205 * 

[Hollywood l|6, Calif 


MISCELLANEOUS - 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 


Complalnani 


« | 


A 0 
» a, 
to a> 

a 


Race 


Age 


Sex 

CZ3 Male 

□ Female 


Height 


Hair 


Weight 


Complainant's address and 


SAN PEDRO, 


(Eyes 


Complaint received 

CZ3 Personal CxH Telephonic 

Date 2-7-61 Ttrns 9:3 z m 


Build 


Complexion 


Birth date and Birthplace 


Scars, marks of other data 


Facts of complaint 


[ | wfeo is assigned to Fort Macarthur, advised he and his 

[wife are members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints (LDS 
[Another member of their church received through the mails a pamphlet 
entitled, ’'Red Stars Number Three,** published by the CINEMA EDUCATION 
(GUILD, INC., and mailed by the JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY, P. 0* Box 45712, Lob 
lAngeles. 


According to | | the pamphlet lists about 100 names of 

(Hollywood personalities who are or have been .Communists* 


n 


wanted to know if this office had any information 
regarding the two organizations. He was Informed of the confidential 
[nature of FBI files. However, he was furnished with the address of the 
; U» S, Department of Justice whereby he could make inquiry. 


m CONTAINED 

oWflPy 


,cUon Recommended 


X cc to LA 100-30788 (CINEMA 
1 CC to LA 1.00-55001 (JOHN B 

._ 

(JVqent) 


SERIALISED.. 
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GPTIQNM FOR* NOs 10 
$01 0 — lflJ—02 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-new) 


date: 2/10/61 


subject: 


SA(A) 


-1 ALLIWFORMATIOW^ITWKED 

THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY ^ . 


_ The follow ing informnAti pnl was f urnished to 

f M 1 . 

ana employea oy tne U. S. Navy at the\Paclflc Missile 
Range, Point Mugu, California, as a Technical Writer, 

i I was Interviewed at Point Mugu, 

California on 2/3/61 at his request, 

| |advised that he has become quite 

concerned ovef th§ issue of the John Birch Society which 
in his words is causing a furor in the Santa Barbara 
area. 


|_|stated that the local paper in Santa 

Barbara had editorialized against the John Birch 
Society which resulted in a division of thought in the 
Santa Barbara Community resulting in: numerous letters 
to the editor of the paper expressing views on both 
sides of the question. 


I_| advised that some months ago and, prior 

to the newspaper campaign in Santa Barbara, he was invited 
to the home of an indiv idual to what he thought was a 
social type gathering. | ^ states that at this resi¬ 

dence a tape recording was played for the guests which 
tape recording was one made by GEORGE WELCH descr ibed as 
the founder or leader of the John Birch Society. |j 
states he was ’’astounded’ 1 at the thoughts put forth 
by WELCH on this tape. WELCH advocated the destruction 
of Comm unism.was very strongly anti-Communistlc, h owever. 

I I states in his opinion he had gone too far. I 1 

stated WELCH practically accused President EISENHOWER of 
being a Communist and spoke in high tones of the quality 
of the Government in the Dominican Republic and openly 
stated hia hero as far as Government is concerned is reore- 

sented b n I 
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I I states upon the conclusion of this 

tape recording he was vocal in his objections to some 
of the thoughts expressed by WELCH and he was further 
"astounded” at the reaction of the other members of 
the audience, mainly they were apparently all In favor 
of WELCH'S progra m and mad e no attempt to conceal their 
hostility towards I 1 


Subsequently, when the issue of the John 

Birch Society came out in the local press, I. 

he wrote a letter to the editor on 1/28/ 61 which 
was publ ished in the newspaper. 


a copy of this letter whichreads as follows 


wL 


]states 
letter 


furnished SAA 


"Editor, News-Press; Hearty congratulations 
on the great public service you have performed 
in showing up the ROBERT WELCH conspiracy in 
its true colors. No demigog who llllfies 
our presidents, our Supreme Court Justices, 
and our most prominent Americans, is fit to 
lead a campaign against our communis ts, enemies 
and traitors. Especially when his stated;..? 
idea of a fine Government is that of the Dictator 


"WELCH and his activists have done our community 
a great deal of harm. They have spread the whole 
gamrait of Fascist doctrine with incideous 
Fascist techniques. They demand obedience 
without questions. 


"That this should have happened to Santa 
Barbara, of all places, is like something 
out of a bad dream, - a plot from Twilight 
Zone. 


"These conspirators talk against Communism. 
Their real purpose is to destroy our free 
American system. They have inflltered too far. 
They should be desired out of those places 
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"where they stand to win Iron corssess for 
disseminating ideologies which have placed 
too many America ns under crosses of wood or 
stone. Signed |' ' | 

Subse quent to the publication of the above 

letter,! Istates he . h^, .flgtenniagfl. ftkat . aSYsr&L 

nallg ha-tro fraon made to I_I 

I I Point Mugu, Californ ia, which callers neve r 

iden tified t hemselves but tell I ~1 

that | | is a "dirty Communist" and as k questi on like 

"what are you going to do about it" etc. I I states 

he considers this a insidious attack in an attempt to 
get his job because of hJs open objection to what he 
conside rs a completely wrong method of fighting Communism. 
I I states that in his car eel; he has worked for the 

U. S. Government in the propaganda field, that he was 
with OSS during the latter stage of the World War II 
after prior World War II service in the Marine Corps, 
that he directed anti-Communist aa well as anti-Fascist 
propaganda and movies particularly in Italy and he 
feels that he has a background of being anti-Communlst 
asvsell as anti-Fascist that should satisfy even the 
severest critic, 

I l exhlbited to SAA | | certain items 

of literature that he states have been received through 

thejnall...SP.he identified 

as|| This literature 
Included an August, 19(o9 issue of the American 
Nationalist and other undat ed items that were derogatory 
as to the Jewish religion. I I concluded by stating 

the situation has him extremely worried in that he feels 
the community of Santa Barbara is being divided as a 
result of the arguments pro and con concerning the John 
Birch Society and he feels that this type of division 
is working in the benefit of the Communist conspiracy 
and he is desirous of discussing this situation in greater 
detail with the Santa Barbara Resident Agent. 
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Introducing 
the John 
Birch Group 


By BILL SUMNER 


of demagoguery, j*nd<a per* 
emual XraSmT* ' 

'A' Ar '< 'A' 

LOCALLY, recruiting cf- 
forts are staged in homes 
and consist mainly o i a 
four-hour movie in which 
Welch explains the aims and 
methods of his group. Welch 
is the sole occupant of the 
screen, and it is understood 
that this is merely a seg-' 
ment of . a 12 -hour Jong 
movie, also of,Welch. 

After explaining the or I* 
of the Society, he goes 
say that there must be 


We have in our midst a growing, increasing ao on1ti 5 ay that there mm be 
tive croup of ultra conservatives doing business as comp i5t| obedience within 
the John Birch Society. More than likely this is the the grou#"^?- e states, tbat 
first time that many of you will have heard of it. It Communists a„d 

is not a secret organization, hut it has avoided pub- with any other\£,%,■ 

Jicitv while gaining strength. i their work 

It is a national organization dedicated to the de- i^oSizcd on^a 2n 

struction of communism m this country ana a re- th#ory of operations. Each! 
building of this nation in the conservative image. Itji Ce u director attends monthly 
seeks to educate the public, as with some local spon-( /meetings to get directions 
sorship of documentary films and aims at local polity| from a district director. and 
cal influence. * ^ then reports back to his own 

Until recently, the members of its cells have £ group, 
sought to influence with letter writing campaigns, ,j ■ ,* 

fcUihat demanding t he impeachment of Chief I ^SlZ/s coo^l 
Justice E<ul Warden, i s not only the founder ^tlon. Anyone who does not 


now has a record Of in u- )0f ^he organization, but its cooperate faces immediate 
nice in at least one school , absoMe boss as weU . No expulsion, 
i board campaign, tnat ox La J ^ ones are made about this. Assignments also come in 
>Canada, and has as a. larger Potential' recruits are told the monthly John Birch 
; the defeat of so-calJcci iciu ( frankly at organization Bulletin, edited by Welch, 
wing elements in the Fi. A. If‘meetings "that Welch will do What is not discussed at 
It is a d e d ic a to a, disci* their thinking. Such is the this preliminary meeting is 
pllncd group which probably . nature 0 f the emergency in a booklet written by Welch, 
numbers m the hundreds m [ regard to the Communist called ‘The Politician,” which 
this area. The objective m , conspiracy that there is no identifies former President 
the United States is a mem- place for dissent within the Eisenhower, Chief Justice 
bership of a million. l-anks, ' Earl Warren, and others of 
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this area. The objective in \ 
the United States is a mem¬ 
bership of a million. 

1 ★ "A ic 

THE SOCIETY was found* 
ed in Indianapolis on Dec. 9, 
1933, by Robert Welch, 71, 
formerly the head of the 
candy company which bears 
his name. It was named for 
a John Birch, a captain in 
the U.S. Army who, it is 
said, was murdered by Chi- 
nese Communists 10 days j 
after VJ Day. I 

Welch is a well-educated! 
man. He is a native of North 
Carolina and graduated from 
the university there, He at¬ 
tended Annapolis for two 
years. Harvard Law School 
for two mo remand has lived 
in Boston _ 


anks, ' Earl Warren, and others of 

Welch, in fact, has been the Eisenhower administra- 


quoted as saying: 
“Democracy is merely a 


tion as Communists. 

Well go further into this 


deceptive phrase, a weapon one on Monday. 
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Simmer’s Report 



Ike a Red, 
John Birch 
Leader Says 


j By BILL SUMNER 

It is difficult to quarrel with the stated aim of 
the John Birch Society, 

“Our dedicated purpose,” states one of its mani¬ 
festos, “is to alert persons of good character—re¬ 
gardless of race, color or creed—to the dangers of 
Communism, and to point out by means of films, 
tapes, books and pamphlets, documentary evidence 
of Socialist and/or Communist advances within this 
country.” 

Some of the many hundreds of well-meaning 
■ people who have been attracted to the Societv in 
this area might be interested in just how far' the 
founder and boss of this organization feels the Com¬ 
munist conspiracy has gone. 

Robert Welch, 71, the founder of the John Birch 
Society, stated flatly in a-—-:— — — 

booklet he had printed in 
3958, that President Eisen¬ 
hower is a Communist. 
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He wrotej in '"The Politi¬ 
cian”: 

"While I too think that 
Milton Eisenhower is a 
Communist, and has been 
tor 30 years, this opinion is 
based largely on general cir¬ 
cumstances of bis conduct 
But my firm belief that 
Dwight Eisenhower is a ded¬ 
icated, conscious agent of 
the Communist conspiracy 
is based on an accumulation 
of detailed evidence so ex¬ 
tensive and so palpable that 
it seems trWTTput this 
conviction beyond any rca* 
son able doubt/' 
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COPIES OF this book 
were given to the leaders 
of the m oilmen L h ut efforts 
are being ~ made now to 
withdraw it from circula¬ 
tion, 

Evidently there is ' dis- 
agreement iti the organiza- ■ 
tion on the Infallibility of . 
Founder Welch in at least I 
this one instance. ■ > i 

Dr. Granville Knight, San- 1 
ta Barbara physician, and a 
member of the national 
Council of the John Birch 
Society, described it as a 
confidential document con- . 
taini mg Welch's personal 1 
opinions. 

Welch is the man, at any 
rate, who directs' the team 
in such activities as letter 
writing, school book censor* ; 
ship and political action. He 1 
is the man \|ho has urged 
his memberslto take over 
the PTAs t<y “make such I 


roups the instrument of j 
nservative purposes, with 
e same . 4 ,nd deter¬ 

mination that the liberals 
have_ used the opposite 
aims,” . 

A* tAt 

AND HE has the backing 
of a group of considerable 
importance in this country, 
members of his Council, 
which includes Dean Clar¬ 
ence Manion, T. Coleman 
Andrews, Adolph Menjou 
and Spruille Braden. 

Locally, and in this area, 
the Society seems to be at¬ 
tracting men and women of j 
some substance. It would j 
not pay to dismiss them as ; 
a group of fanatics and 
crackpots worthy only of a 
passing snort 

Two candidates in the re¬ 
cent La Canada school board 
election, lor example, one of 
them successful, led that 
the Society had some influ* 
ence in that election. How ! 
much, it would be difficult 
to say, but both candidates 
se,emed to regard the Soci¬ 
ety as faintly menacing and 
potentially dangerous. 

* * * 

MENACE? A danger? I 
think at the moment that 
may be reaching. But there 
is a feeling of some discom¬ 
fort. 1 have the feeling that 
here is a group of dedicated 
men and women, with some 
potential for power, who do 
not believe in the democratic 
■ form of government. 1 

I may be wrong in this 
conclusion.is noth¬ 
ing to suggest that I am. 
This, I guess, is the season 
for understatement. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


TO 


SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-59001) 


from : SUPERVISOR 


subject: JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
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date: 2/15/61 


E l Pasadena, 

ineiepnonicaliy inquired on 2/13/61 
the Jo hn Birch Society and as to whether 
or not he should loin it The Bureau's policy in this matter 
was explained to | | 

EFL:DRUi/^ 

(i) &- 
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Showing Slated 

SAN MARINO — A sec-: 
.ond showing of two anti-Red! 
Alms which drew a turn- 
Iway crowd three weeks agb< 
Js scheduled this evening, ^ 
* The John Birch Society 
again will sponsor showing 
of ‘'Operation Abolition^ 
and ‘‘Communism on the 
Map” at 7:30 p.m, in Hunt¬ 
ington School auditorium, 

' More than 250 people were 
turned away at the first| 
screening when more tbam 
io00 jammed the school’s! 
auditorium. ' . j 

5 Seating will he on a firsts 
^me, first served basis, dc-j 
ording to Mrs. Clifford Hilr-, 1 

j Ey- _M 


AM INFORMATION CONTAI 

HtRtlfi IS UNCLASSIFIED 

JQA7E_£Si|{__by sey - fttn /Tiy 


Re: 


JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
LA file 100-59001 
"Los Angeles Times" 
February 1 6, 1961 
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~A View ot the News 


George TocfPs Opinion 


"Tie first great break for the Communist conspiracy came in J93&, with 
our formal recognition of Stalin's regime/* — ROBERT WELCH, Look at tho 
Score. cj-t'k-u — Hir 


Do more than 100 Amerl* 
can patriotic societies posses 
the right to press for the Im¬ 
peachment of 
the Chief 

Justice of 1 

t h e United !%&!$£& I 
States by 

Congress In fu 

these modem \\^yrJC 

times? V 

Many mem* l \ jSZ* O 
bers of the /Um/ N 

press consid- \ \ R , / 

er this such ' ^ 9 

a ticklish To< *t 

question that they would 
prefer to see it swept under 
the rug. 

Frankly, I think the ques¬ 
tion deserves to be aired. 
Why not put the cards on j 
the table for everybody to; 
see? Who is afraid of the 
truth? Let the chips fall 
where they may! 

What are the facts in thia 
case? ; 

They are, quite simply, 
that the John Birch Society j 
— a rapidly mushrooming- 
anti- Communist organiza* 1 
tion in the united states — I 
has requested a large num¬ 
ber of American patriotic 
societies to Join with it in 
whipping up popular sup¬ 
port in Congress to impeach 
Earl warren, Chief Justice of 
the Supreme Court. 

There seems to be a lot 
of grass roots sympathy for j 
this action and the move- j 
ment is apparently growing 1 
by leaps and bounds. 

f 

Qm-stions Wisdom.. 

I do not believe that there 
has been any false Infer¬ 
ence mat Mr. Warren is « 
Communist, which he most 
certainly is not! The John 
BircmSociety merely claims 
that he has performed his 
official duties poorly and in 
such m anner as to bring 


considerably less than terror 
to the hearts of the Reds, jt, 
questions the wisdom of eer- 1 
ta|i key decisions. . 

According to Robert 
Wlach, founder of the 
cfety, one of these wds 
Brown versus Brown be¬ 
cause it overturned numer¬ 
ous previous decisions by 
the same court on nothing 
more substantial than “a 
set of psychological and so¬ 
ciological theories advanced 
by ;a Swedish Socialist 
named Gunnar Myrdal did 

flnnr\ 11 f% tvf Amnrinon 


a group of American Copa- 
munlst-fronters with whoJn 
Myrdal had been associ¬ 
ated.” 


Here are three more de- 
‘cisions which have partic¬ 
ularly incensed Welch and 
hi (f supporters, as sfeen 
through his eyes: J 1 

(■‘in the Steve Nelson fg ase 
the Warren Court wiped 
out the anti sedition laws of 
more than 40 states, and 
denied those states the 
right to protect themselves 
against treason, on the 
ground that the federal 
government had preempt¬ 
ed the sedition field by 
passing the Smith Act 
(which Act this same Su¬ 
preme Court has done 
everything it could to viti¬ 
ate). 

Of His Acts! 

“In the Konigsberg case 
the warren Court canceled 
the right of any state to 
deny a license to practice 
law to a man merely be¬ 
cause he would not itay 
whether he was a Common- 
Mor not. 

'fin the Sweezy case the 
Warren Court reversed the 
New Hampshire Supreme 
•Court and held that the 


attorney general "of New; 
Hampshire was without au-i 
thorlty to question a lec¬ 
turer at the state univer¬ 
sity—supported by the P tax- 
pjiyers of New Hampshire:-- : 
concerning reported subver¬ 
sive activities. I. 

“There have been d o z‘e n s ( 
more which we cannot even L 
mentlon here.” H 

Welch bases his argu- 
ment for impeachment on u 
Article HI, Section I of the j. 
Constitution, which pro- 
vides that federal judges fc 
“shall hold their Offices *. 
during good Behaviour.” 

Here Are Some... 

since the Constitution 
specifies no other arrange¬ 
ment for limiting the ten¬ 
ure of federal judges to: 
the periods of their “good 1 
behaviour,” Welch believes 
it is to be considered ob¬ 
vious that impeachment is* 
to be used for those who, 
violate this requirement. 

Now it appears that there 
IS a considerable body of; 
American citizens who ex¬ 
press themselves ascdissato 
isfled with the behav our of 
Mr, Warren as Chief Jiustice 
of (the United States.' 

They want CongiSs# to 
bring impeachment pro-, 
cefedings against him. i 
.. I.jubl. not arguing the 

merits of this case, pro or 1 
coiip * | 

,*5* questl0 ^ has! 
been raised as to vviether 

1 , P e °P I e are within 

: theli? legal rights to taka 
this kind of action. * 
Actually, it seems to this 

I ME, i hat no office holder I 
! to Vais democratic Republic i 
of Jurs ought to be beyond 

I th# reach of the jteople! 
should they becomF- dis- 
satisfied with his public 
actions. i 


LOS AHGF.UES EVENING 
HERALD-EXPRESS 

DATjLy^t^ /-. &/- 

LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 
EDlTORy^fiJ^hi:^. Ajr&jtc* h 
LOS ANGELL3 FIELD DIVISION 


F=*X 

J pTf ess--, 

hr oi 
17 3 

CZT” 

T* ;S 

j 

tO 

j Sr- r> 
lh r* ^ 

ff o 

» Sf 

m m 


/<s >0 

SEARCKED. ,.INDEXED 

SERIAU 2 ED .....fe.FiLEU. 

KtD L ^ 
rtFBl — LOS ANG ELE 






Undeniable Facts! 

I say t hlg Impar tially with I 
reference rating position' 
and regardless of the politi¬ 
cal party, race, creed or: 
color of the person holding 

it. 

: Those In public life who 
arouse the wrath of the 
people must expect to settle 
their account with the 
people thereafter. 

Impeachment by con. 
gress under special clrcum- 
stances Is a legitimate kind 
of accounting in the Repub¬ 
lic of the united States. 

Iam not a member of the 
John Birch Society, al- 
though I know fellow clta- 
zens who are enrolled in 
the organization. 

From all outward appear, 
ances i have been irn. 
pressed with their dedica¬ 
tion to anti- Communism 
and constitutional Ameri¬ 
canism. 

i cansoiLjsge where they 
have overstepped their 
rights Jiere._ _ -> 






| an acquaintance of 
Upland, advised thal 




Upland, advised that 
Ontario, is extremely ac 

JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY in the Ontario-Upland area* During the past week 
she held a meeting at her house and had educators and other prominent 
persons present. A movie was shown ahd a representative from the 
JOHN BIRCH Society talked, attacked President Eisenhower and demanded 
impeachment of Chief Justice EARL VJARREN. 

I I stated that he is very much against communism but.he does not 

like the amvro ach of The JOHN B IRCH SOCIETY, feels they go to far, etc. 
He stated that I I is the widow of a prominen t Ontario 

dentist who was killed in an automobile accident in which | 
was badly injured. She has recently been very active against communism!. 
She has asked him to have the JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY program presented to 
all of the Upland' Elementary School teachers. He is reluctant to do . 
so because of the nature of it* . . 
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Complaint Form 
FD-71 (10-20-55) . ^ . 

v . 4 , /n 


Note: Hand print names legibly; handwriting satisfactory for remainder. 
Subject's name and aliases Address of subject 

JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY ./ ’ 


Character of case 

IS-C 
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Complainant's address and 


Complaint received 
□ Personal I 3x 1 Telephonic 

k„, .2/22/61 ^ 10:24AM 


Roce 

Sex 

Height 


| 3*1 Male 


Age 

1_1 Female 

Weight 

Scars, mark a 

or other data 



. J IB wild 


^des^ Calif u .Time d 

T Build Birth date and Birthplace 


Completion 


Facts of complaint Complainant, wfto was telephonlcally contacted at 10:24AM, 
2/22/61 by the writer in response to a call, made by complainant a few 
minutes prior while the writer was taking another telephonic complaint, 
asked the writer where information could be obtained officially about 
the John Birch Society, -■ The confidential nature of Bureau files, was 
explained to complainant, and he was referred to the Subversive Organi¬ 
zations Section, Internal Security Division, U. S, Dep'®. of Justice, . 
Washington, D. C. In view of the word "Subversive", complainant 

was specifically cautioned to draw no conclusions due'to its use. 


ALL INFORMATICS COiij AftEU 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


■ r>- { • 


.bo 
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TO 


SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-59001)' 


date: 2/23/61 


FROM : SA RILEY Li MILLARD 


subject: JOPN. BIRflH SOCIETY 


he 


On 2/23/61 1 ^ advised that/is a local paid employee 

of the John Birch society. On .2/21/61 about 3*00 M while driving 
toward Ojai, on the Casitas Pass Road, he stopped his car on the 
road near the Otto Hopkins Ranch and walked up the hill to the. left 
through the trees to look at some property he was interested in* . 

As he returned to the road, three men accosted him and one of them 

said, "you had bett er s top the wor k you are doing." QnB.flf.iftfi.fflBP 

reached out to t akearm and as he did, 

kicked mb mi,;, t.U« men in the groin. At his point one of the men 

slugged I Iwith his fi st in the temple area on,the left 

side of his head* I 1 became groggy and -the three, men 

departed in a I960 Chevrolet. Color not known. 


I I dfiscribed the men as of possible Italian descent, between 

30 and hO years of age, medium build and wearing dress suits. He 
Stated that he could not identify them further and that he doubts 
if he would recognize them again. 

He stated that he is aware that this is not a matter over which the 
FBI would have investigative jurisdiction, but that he wanted to 
tell it to the FB^ provided the matter be kept confidential. Ke 
stated that he did not report the incident to the SO since he does 
no t, trust the SO f He stated that he came to the FBI at the suggestion 
of] 


Recommendation: Information only*. 


mu ■ 
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Biased 'Opinion' at 
Library- Few Facts 


-|[i I didn’t find a library; at 
ISeast, not in any meaningful 


Editor, News-Press: Two of 

your letter writers (Loren **vrv *** «***j Miwiuugiiu 

Ellwein and Ann Gilbert, se ” se ° f the term. After beirfg 
K u n , c T . ^ . met by a charming and cour- 

rsews- p ress, Jan. 28 and Feb. teoug midd [le-aged woman, I 

1) objected to your reporter’s „ was j c d into the '‘library,” 
distorted presentation of the'which impressed me as being 


aims and objectives of the 
John Birch Society, and rec¬ 
ommended that all interested 
individuals obtain the “facts”! 
at the American Opinion Li 


rather sparsely stocked. I in 
U "Hired- of the lady if what 
|| lay before me was the entire 
library and she assured me 
it was. The library consisted 
of one shelf of books and nu- 


brary, 132 E. Canon Perdido.; merous shelves of pamphlets. 

As an interested individual,’The shelf of books contained 
U followed their suggestion,' (as I expected) “The Naked 
i and went to the library. I ad- Communist,” by Skousen 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

m s fy-Am/m 




1 mit that I had preconceptions 
about what I would find , 
were verified*/" 


“The Cry Is Peace,” by Lou 
Budenz (the professional wit-[ 
ness); “Masters of Deceit,”! 
.b yL^X ^dgar 


| SEARCHED ..V0LAMArT ’ 

[serialised 

FEB 1$ /?*/ 

FBI — LOS ANGELES . , 

XMXT7-A&^y 












Vtmzr''l> y Whittak er Clnn a* 
bers, Schwarz, Philbrick, 
Strube, Dies, etc. I would say, 
though, I didn’t count them, 
that there were about 15 vol¬ 
umes in all. Now, if one were 
to read only the above-men¬ 
tioned books, one would get. 
the impression that one’s wife 
was a Communist. But the 
American Opinion Library 
does not want you to go away, 
with only one side of the| 
story; the pamphlets in the 
library tell the other side. 
Most of . the pamphlets were 
for sale and I bought the $2.00 
John Birch Society “Blue 
Book,” in a plain cover. How¬ 
ever, I received some litera¬ 
ture free which was all pre¬ 
pared, by the Christian Anti- 
Communist Crusade (head¬ 
quarters in Houston, Tex.), 
and written by some of the 
fellows who wrote the books 
referred x to) above. Coinciden¬ 
tally, two of the fellows who 
wrote the pamphlets, and two 
of the books, are officers of 
the Christian Anti-Communism 
Crusade. A reprint of testi¬ 
mony before the HU AC turned 
out to be Mr, Schwartz’s testi¬ 
mony. Mr, Schwarz wrote one 
of the books, one of the pam¬ 
phlets and is an officer of you 
know what organization. 

, The point I am making here 
iis that the American Opinion 
Library has offered me more 
opinion than fact (and biased 
■opinion, at that). Your read¬ 
ers who contend that Ameri¬ 
cans are getting only one side 
of the story, on Communism 
sho uld get together and ac- 


. —— -■ w i fe i 

quire more books for the 
American Opinion Library t . 
possibly, a few that hold opin¬ 
ions adverse to their own. 

Ronald S. RUey, 

*>—403 S. Mapaj JBL 


Santa Barbara News-Press 
2/9/61 

Santa Barbara, Calif. 
Editor - 

Thomas M. Storke 

Los Angeles Office 







^THE r t 

daily oanta 

NEWS 

News-Press Building' 

De la Guerra Plaza 

PAUL VEBLEN 
Executive Editor 

STANLEY M. ELLIOTT 
Assistant Editor 

STAFF EDITORS 

FRANCIS W. HILTON JR„ 

News Editor 

FLOYD D. KENNEY, 

Assistant News Editor 

JOHN BALL 
City Editor 

THOMAS U KLEVELAND, 

City Government 

VERNE LINDEftMAN, 

Features 


Barbara News-Press 


fAn Independent ..Newspaper * 

THOMAS Mr STORKE 
Editor and Publisher 

THOR M. SMITH 
Assistant to Publisher 

RONALD D. SCOFIELD 
Assistant Editor 


MORNING 

PRESS 


hlC 


PLATFORM 

1, Keep the news clean end fair 
Play no favorites, never mix 
business and editorial policy. 

d. Do not let the news columns 
reflect editorial comment. 

4, Publish the news that is public 
property without fear or favor 
or friend or foe. 

5. Accept no charity and ask no 
favors. 

8 2jy? "valueI received" tor every 
dollar you take in 

7. Make the paper show a profit 

IL/™* C « an ' £ ut atH »ve P r offt 
keep it clean, fearless and fair, 

T. M. STORKE, Publisher 


_ Telephone 3911 
All Departments 

BERT 0, LANE 
Gen; Mgr. and Asst. Publisher 

BERTRAM WILLOUGHBY' 
Comptroller and Assistant Manager 

DEPARTMENT HEADS 

CUVUDE 0. SNYDER, 

Advertising Manager' 

VICTOR G. MANNING, 
Mechanical Superintendent, 

RUSSELL A. BARCRCJFT, j 
Circulation Manager 

EO LAUBENGAYER, 

North County Manager 


Los Angeles 
Office 


jta’ra™™”' hJm Enth^t W* W®m D< V«“n«L*lomM t BurM,? Robert ^****>1. Nrnti., CotuE 

spX SK-'B 


Swto Barbara, California ' ~~ ;-r 

Our Readers' Views v ' ; 


Significance Seen 
In Attitude of FB[ 
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ysmcumL 

VMM. 


managed to live through two 
; wars and numerous other na¬ 
tional and international cri¬ 
ses without ever feeling con- 


yr-ug John Birch ^pufcty , 
(2J The rioting at the House, 
Un-American Activities Com¬ 
mittee hearings in San Fran- 


strained to sound off publicly. Cs “° last Ma ^- 
However, I’ve become increas-1 t i.p ° W j 83 e ? ch of ! 
ingly concerned of late about j of subversion, lueemed^S-! 
the serious problem of Com- ; sonable to me to seek the 
munist subversion in this coun- from America's fore- ! 
try, and I suddenly feel an i ^tdhority on subversive 
overpowering urge to stand up : 0 f invesfiVatfn^ eC A^ al 2—. au 

,and be counted-at least on I sent a letter to the FBI 8 re- ; 

| two issues that have been questing the facts. 

I generating considerable steam! A few days ago I received 
17nTiinrflrea recently.™fitter 3 personal letter from J. Ed-- 

I gar Hoo ver which states in 

iPjTr-^Th e ]in risdk fe^~8 sid| 




SEASONED 

SCWftuzIo , 




. murveij 
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not extend to furnishing eval¬ 
uations or comments concern¬ 
ing the character or integrity 
of any individual, publication 
or organization. I can advise 
you, however, that the John' 
Birch Society has not been 
investigated by this Bureau.” 

In reading the “Blue Book” 
of the John Birch Society, Ij 
find that it was organized on! 
Dec, 9, 1956, Now, if this 1 
“Fascist” group —as our be¬ 
loved “liberals” of the com-1 
munity are wont to describe 
the movement—has been func¬ 
tioning on a national basis for 
over two years, and the FBI, 
this nation’s watchdog, has 
not considered it necessary to 
investigate its-activities, I sug¬ 
gest it’s reasonable-to assume 
that Mr. Hoover does not re¬ 
gard this organization as be¬ 
ing in any way subversive- 
regardless of what. Califor¬ 
nia’s attorney general or any 
other politically motivated per¬ 
son might state. 

If Mr, Welch, the society’s 
founder, was correctly quoted 
as accusing ex-President Ei*j; 
senhower of having Commu-] 
nist affiliations then I dis¬ 
agree with him. However, I 
do not believe that an organi¬ 
zation that is apparently doing 
an effective job—judging by 1 
the anguished screams of;; 
the “liberals ’ —shou ld bo do -1 


jnbtihoo4 and ridicule d out cl 
existence because of one or 
two mistakes on the part of 
its founder. 1 personally be¬ 
lieve, based on what I’ve read 
and heard, that the society is 
no more than it purports to be 
—a weapon to combat subver¬ 
sion. 

Now, as to the San Fran¬ 
cisco affair. Along with the K 
letter from Mr. Hoover I re¬ 
ceived a pamphlet written by 
him entitled; “Communist 
Target—Youth.” This report 
states that the so - called 
“spontaneous” demonstrations 
against the HUAC hearings 
were in fact organized and 
controlled by the Communists 
from beginning to end. This 
document, complete with 
names and pictures of the. 
agitators, makes fascinating 
reading. I urge all News- 
Press readers who are inter¬ 
ested in the facts of this ne¬ 
farious business to write to 
the FBI for a copy. 


207 Cordova Dr, 


Los Angeles 
Office 
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subject: 
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, O-L 7/9S c 


La Canada, telephone l I advised th&t she 

was Interested in the John Birch Society a^3^js@s somewhat 
incensed by recent columns by writer BILL SOONER in the 
"Pasadena Star News." "=—-— 

She was furnished the address for obtaining a 
list of organisations declared subversive by the Attorney 
General, which was as she had requested. 
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The John Birch Society 


The John Birch Society with its National 
Headquarters at Belmont 78 , Massachusetts, was founded 
in Indianapolis, Indiana on December 9, 1958. It is 
a membership-type organization with various local 
chapters thoughout the United States and a central 
Home Chapter located at the National Headquarters. The 
purpose of the John Birch Society is to promote less 
government, more responsibility and a better world. 

NAME 


The name for the John Birch Society was 
taken from Captain JOHN BIRCH. Captain BIRCH was a 
young Christian missionary in China, who was from a 
farm near Macon, Georgia. Captain BIRCH was in China 
when the United States entered World War II. He joined 
CHENNAULT's forces as a volunteer and later rose to the 
rank of Captain in the United States Army. Ten days 
after VJ Day, while still in uniform and on an official 
mission for the United States Government,he was reportedly 
murdered by the Chinese Communists. 

POUNDER 


The John Birch Society was founded by ROBERT 
WELCH, WELCH was bora December 1, 1899 in Chowan County, 
North Carolina. He attended the University of North 
Carolina for four years, the U. S. Naval Academy for two 
years and Harvard Law School for two years. WELCH went 
to Boston, Massachusetts from North Carolina in 1919. 
WELCH has written several books such as "The Road to 
Salesmanship"; "May God Forgive Us", and "The Life of 
John Birch". He Is the editor and publisher of "American 
Opinion" a monthly magazine which reviews current events 
and appraises contemporary leaders on a world-wide basis. 

WELCH, until recently retiring, was in the 
candy manufacturing business. He was for many years 
Vice-President in Charge of Sales and Advertising of the 
James 0. Welch Company. He has been a member of the 
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The John Birch Society 


Board of Directors of the National Association of 
Manufacturers for seven years and has also served 
for three years as a Regional Vice-President of the 
National Association of Manufacturers. As of January 1, 
1957 WELCH gave up most of his business responsibilities 
in order to devote most of his time and energy to fighting 
Communism. 

PURPOSE 


The John Birch Society has set forth as its 
purpose an organisation. <5f Americans who have voluntarily 
joined together to! 

1. Combat more effectively the evil forces 
which threaten our country, our lives and our civilization; 

2. To prevail upon our fellow citizens to start 
pulling out the deepening morass of collectivism, and 

3. To restore the spiritual sense of value and 
the humane traditions on which our Western civilization 
has been built. 

ORGANIZATION 

The John Birch Society functions almost entirely 
through small local chapters. These chapters are usually 
made up of from ten to twenty individuals. Each chapter 
has a chapter leader who has been appointed by the 
Headquarters of the organization in Belmont, Massachusetts, 
There is one Home Chapter which is located at the National 
Headquarters. 

Dues are paid and while a member may pay any 
amount that he desires, minimum amount of dues in a regular 
local chapter for men is $24.00 per year and for women 
$12.00 per year. Dues in a local chapter may be paid 
at the rate of $2.00 per month for men and $1.00 per month 
for women. Dues for the Home Chapter must be paid annually 
in lump sum, and are $24.00 for men and $12.00 for women 
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The John Birch Society 


and $1,000.00 for a life membership in the Home Chapter 
which may be paid in two consecutive annual installments 
of $500.00 each. It is necessary to fill out an application 
to join The John Birch Society and the application states: 

"This is my application for membership in the 

_Chapter of The John Birch Society, for one year 

from this date, and.for automatic renewal each year 
thereafter, unless I resign in writing. I understand 
the dues schedule printed on the back of this sheet, 
as applicable to myself. 

"if my application is accepted, I agree that 
my membership may be revoked at anytime, by a duly 
appointed officer of the Society, without the reason 
being stated, on refund of the pro rata part of my dues 
paid In advance." 

Local Chapters have been instructed by the 
National Headquarters to hold meetings at least once a 
month and to keep strict and careful control on what 
each chapter is doing. The National Headquarters of 
The John Birch Society had set a goal for 1959 the 
raising of $1,000,000.00 of outside funds to carry on the 
work of the society. They also set as a goal 30,000 
dedicated members for the year of 1959. 

COUNCIL 


The John Birch Society has as Its top organizational 
structure : a Council. The basic function of the Council 
is threefold: 


1. To show the stature of standing of the leader¬ 
ship of the society; 

2. To give to the founder the benefit of the 
Council 1 s advice and guidance, and 

3. To select with absolute and final authority 
a successor to WELCH as head of The John Birch Society. 
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This Council is made up of the following individuals: 

Dr. N. E. ADAMSON, Jr. Assistant Medical Director 
of New England Mutual Life Insurance Company; 

Mr. THOMAS J. ANDERSON, Editor and Publisher of 
"Farm and Ranch"; 

Hon, T. COLEMAN ANDREWS, Former Commissioner of 
Internal Revenue of the United States; 

Hon. SPRUILLE BRADEN, Former Ambassador to several 
countries, former Assistant Secretary of State. A top 
authority on Latin American affairs; 

Col. LAURENCE E. BUNKER, Former Personal Aide 
to General Douglas MacArthur for 62 years; 

Mr. S. J. CONNER, Chicago business man. President 
of the Conroth Company; 

Mr. RALPH E. DAVIS, President of General Plant 
Protection Corporation and affiliated companies, Los 
Angeles; 


Dr. S. M. DRASKOVICH, Author of "Tito, Moscow's 
Trojan Horse". Editor-in-chief of "Srpska Borba" (The 
Serbian Struggle), a weekly newspaper, published in 
Chicago; 


Mr. WM. J. GREDE, President of Grede Foundries, 

Inc,, Milwaukee, Former President of the National Association 
of Manufacturers and former head of the International YMCA; 

Mr. E. P. HAMILTON, President, Hamilton Manufactur¬ 
ing Company, Two Rivers, Wisconsin. Former President, 
Wisconsin Manufacturers Association. 

Mr. A. G. HEINSOHN, Jr., President, Cherokee 
Mills, Sevlerville. Tennessee. Author of "One Man's 
Fight for Freedom." 
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Dr. GRANVILLE F. KNIGHT, a physician of Santa 
Barbara, California; 

Mr. FRED C. KOCH, President, Rock Island Oil 
and Refining Company, Wichita, Kansas; 

Mr, ALFRED KOHLBERG. Was a charter member of 
our Council. Now deceased; 

Dean CLARENCE MANION, Former Dean of Notre Dame 
Law School. In 1953 was appointed, by President Eisenhower, 
chairman of a Special Commission on Intergovernmental 
Relations. He later resigned rather than stop crusading 
for the Bricker Amendment. Founded the Manion Forum, 
which now reaches a radio audience of many millions every 
week; 


Mr. FRANK E. MASLAND, Jr. President of C. H. 
Masland & Sons (carpet manufacturers), Carlisle, 
Pennsylvania ; 

Hr. N. FLOYD MC GOWIN. President, W. T. SMITH 
Lumber Company, Chapman, Alabama; 

Mr, W. B. MC MILLAN. President of the Hussman 
Refrigerator Company, St. Louis, Missouri; 

Mr. ADOLPHE MENJOU. Famous actor of screen, 
stage, and television. Also famous as an anti-Communist 
patriot; 


Dr. REVILO P. OLIVER. Professor of Classical 
Languages and Literature at the University of Illinois; 

Mi?. COLA G. PARKER. Former President of the 
Kimberly-Clark Company. Former President of the National 
Association of Manufacturers. At present. United States 
Employer Delegate; 

Hon. M. T, PHELPS. Former Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court of Arizona; 
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Servel, 


Mr. 
Xnc. , 


LOUIS RUTHENBURG. Chairman of the Board of 
Evansville, Indiana; 


Mr. JAMES SIMPSON, Jr. Was a charter member of our 
Council. Now deceased. 


Company, 


Mr. ROBERT W. STODDARD. President of Wyman-Gordon 
Worcester, Massachusetts; 


(Retired)* Lt ’ General CHARLES B * STONE, III, u. S. Air Force. 


Mr. ERNEST G. SWIGERT. 
Company, Portland, Oregon. 


President of the Hyster 

0 


O. 
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to : SAC, LOS ANGELES 


date: 2/27/61 


from : SA 


1 


subject: JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
INFO CONCERNING 


On 2/214/61 C 
River side. /Calif ornia, 


JL 


ad vised 3 Re/has learned that a 

_ is no-w living in Riverside and is apparently 

trying to/spsrk the captioned group into some activity. 


(FNU)J 


izp 


[ 


J dvised that T 

IL. _ _ JA_ I.A . 


ll called on her in 


B p- w ~ w «*■ W ^ W4.J. UWA JL 4. 

an effort td interest her in joining the society, however 
she refused. She told him that from what she has heard and 
read about the JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY it is a racist organization 
and for this reason Hants nothing to do with it. She stated 
the 11 _j[ ' 


is practicing with a [ 1 

Jand claims to be a retired major /from the' US 
°he also stated that I I a 


Marine Corps. °he also stated that f I a 

member of the Rive side ^ity Council, TsTTapparentTy^'a^ 1 ocal 
member of the society, ' 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAIN® 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE S -x-ie BY...Sw-aatA 


HLP/hlp 
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OO 


j SER/ALIZEf 
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to : SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-59001) DATE: 2/27/61 



joined the John Birch Society, however, after reading 
that the founder of the John Birch Society reportedly had 
said that former President EISENHOWER was a Communist, 
she was somewhat perturbed about having joined this 
society. She was interested in obtaining a list of 
subversive organizations so designated by the Attorney 
General. 

Accordingly, she was furnished the Department of 
Justice, Washington, iD.C, address where she could write 
and obtainathe list she desired.. 


MIB:b je 

'• y" 


Pile 
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To Whom This May Concern: \ / iff 

/ \^° x * 

I am frankly Interested in what type of organization 
the John Birch Society is or plans to be???? 


From the little I have heard about it and from just 
two articles (copies) I have personally read~-l am 
more than curious. 


Is there anything wrong with this organization? I am 
not thinking of joining but do know a few who seem to 
be more than just a little interested and it sounds like 
a rather poor excuse of something or other. 


Could you send me any information you might have? 


Thank you. 




ffncer^_^ 


Los Angeles 5, Caiilorni«v^ 


February 20 1961 
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13^0 West Sixth Street 
Loa Angeles IT, California 
February 23, 1961 
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Los Angeles 5, California 
Dear | | : 

Thank you for your letter of 
February 20, 196lv 

Although 1 would like to be of 
service, I wish to advise that information 
in FBI files is confidential and available 
for official use only. I would like to 
point out also that the FBI is strictly a 
fact-finding agency, and it is not within 
the limits of its prescribed functions to 
draw conclusions or make evaluations as 
to the character or integrity of any 
organisation or individual. 

I know you will understand the 
reason for these rules and will not infer 
that we do, or that we do not, have the 
information you request. 

Very truly yours. 


ALL WSF0SMAT1WS COM! 
MEi! J IS UKCLASSIR 


S ±U : RV sPr-toSH/n 


w. 0. SIHONfSf 
Special Agent in Charge 


\ 


1 - Addressee 

1 - Los Angeles. (100-59001) 
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Northridge, California 
2k February 1961 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
13U0 w. 6th Street 
Los Angeles, California 


Gentlemen: 

I have been invited to join an organization named the 
"John Birch Society"* I understand that this is a group 
formed in Indianapolis, Indiana, December 9, 1968 by 
Mr. Robert Welch (Welch Candies) to actively fight 
Communism. 

1 would like to participate in this effort,and will, if 
doing so will not jeopardize my Mr Force secret clearance. 

Please advise me in this matter. My Office, Phone Number 
is GR 8-0261, Extension 1*50, or Home Phone | | 


Thank you 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREftllfiigCLASSIflED 
DATE ■ ii 'Ha fc 














FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
1340 Nest 6th Street 


Los Angeles, California 


13^0 treat Sixth Street 
Los Angeles 17, California 
February 28, 1951 
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nSSIS'-Stl-^ 


horthridge, California 


Dear 


1961. 


Tbcrnk you for your letter of February 24, 


In regard to your question as to whether 
or not you should Join the John Birch Society, I 
wish to advise that the FBI is a fact-finding organ¬ 
isation and as such cannot advise you as to the 
course of action wnich you should talc©. I would 
like to point out further that it is not within the 
limits of the prescribed functions of the FBI to 
draw conclusions or make evaluations as to the 
character or integrity of any organisation. Indi¬ 
vidual or publication. I am sure that you will 
readily understand the FBI's position in connection 
with your question. 

Very truly yours, 

4** 

tf. G. SIKGB- 

Special Agent in Charge 

1 - Addressee 

1 - Los Angeles (100-59001) 
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Federal Bureau of mve- tigation, 
rasadena, 

C alIf• 

Gentlemen; 

In J.Edgar Hoovers’s book"Masters of ueceitV 
and In a leaflet "What You can dp to fight COMMUNISM"! 
"Patriotism is everybody’s job"- We are told of 
some of the things that we can do to help, 
result: I joined the John Birch Society to help 
spread the wort of the perils on every hand; RESULT 
I have been told that this organization is on your 
lists as a fP-feverslve. i have al&o been given some 
quotes ^reai&h'blyvvfrAmt^he^ Society* s publicationsthat 
were supposed to appear in the Star News(Pasadena) 
as follows; Messrs. EISENHOWER, NIXON, AND GOLDWaTER 
were attacked by the John Birch Society. I find no 1 
such accusatiofas in the publications that I have. 

SO WILL YOU PLEASE LET US KNOW IN THE PAPERSOR 
IN ANY OTHER MANNER THAT IS POSSIBLE IP' THERE IS 
ANY TRUTH IN THIS. WE ARE CONSTANTLY KEPT IN A 
STATE OF DOUBT ,AS TO WHETHER WE SHOULD KEEP ON 
TRYING OR JUST GIVE UP ON THE JOB. WE JUST DO NOT 
KNOW WHO TO TRUST. The problem seems to be one of. 
continually.asking IS THIS RED OR RED, WHITE AND BLUE. 

If there Is a way to judge the ligitimate anti- ■ 
communist organizations or whet her w e are dupes , 
we would appreciate an answer. searched ...L^iiNDh’EDu,,' 
Thank you ,/l serialized ,../®ueq ...jHT 

Y/] ivlAfi 3 1961 • 


ALL INFORM,*.™! CCNTA!?!© 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATEj BY sW- gS4/rn 




1340 West Sixth Street 
Los Angeles IT, California 
March 6, 1961 
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?eadia. 


Bear 


Reference is made to your recent letter. 


Although I would like very much to be able 
to help you, I must advise that the jurisdiction and 
responsibilities of the Federal Bureau of Investiga¬ 
tion do not extend to furnishing evaluations or 
clearances of any Individual, organization, or 
publication. Furnishing Information of the type you 
requested would, in effect, constitute an approval 
or disapproval of the organization you named, and I 
am unable to answer your inquiry. 

I am sure you will understand the reason 
for this rule. No inference should be drawn in this 
connection either that we do or do not have data 
concerning the organization in question. 

Very truly yours. 


W. G. SIMON 

Special Agent in Charge 


1 - addressee 
1 - LA 100-59001 
JOS:lhm 
( 2 ) 
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Subject's name and aliases 

JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 


/ 


Address of.subject 


Character oi case 

IS - c 


Complainant 


Complainant's address and 


Race 


Age 




..-..-Los Angeles 


Complaint received 

Personal CO Telephonic 
Date 3 / 8 / 61 -:. -Time T 2.:-3g--P^-M, 


Sex 


d3 Male, 

f- 1 

i. 1 F female 


H eight 


Httlr 


Weight 


Eyes 


Build 


Birth date, and Birthplace 


Complexion 


% a 

u. 

jt a 
a a 
w © 
D 


Scars, marks or other data 


0 


Facts ol complaint - - 

Complainant desired to know.if the John Birch Society 
was a subversive organization. Shevias advised of the confidential 
nature of FBI flies. In response to her request concerning-where 
she could write to obtain a list of subversive organizations on 
the Attorney General’s list, she was referred to the u. S. Department o 
Justice, .Subversive Organizations Section, Internal Security 
Division, Washington, D.C. 





JOS:lhm 

( 2 ) 


Action Recommended 


JOSEPH 0. SMITH 



- (Agent) 






IHFOftMfiTIOM CONTAINED 


HER£lli UnCLmSSIHED 
PATEBV .W-^yj>T 


? By MARVIN SOSNA ~..■.*■ I r eports,, in Santa B arbara am T 

. The John Birch Society—sub-that accompanied the hearings ^? s A n ^ p ' s ; a ” d h f 1 !!^ t te n r „” w 
del of considerable controver-of the House Un-American Ac-,?^. “ e . a l “ £ " 
syA during recent months — is tivities Committee in San .Fran- . g I“ 

coming to Ventura County. cisco and was produced by ™ and branded bv 2em 
Its arrival was heralded last Capitol Films, Washington,f tales > an f brd , nded ” y ot ?^ 

night at a showing of the equal- D.C., with the assistance of the .aVti^^McCaSvisnfl^aie 
ly controversial film, “Opera- Un-American Activities Com- * f tu ™ of McCartbyism m the 

ition Abolition,” before an over- mittee. twIIl. . , 

flow crowd at the Church of The John Birch Society has 


flow crowd at the Church of The John Birch Socie 
the Nazarene. , been the subject of new 

The arrival time and place (See CONTROVERSIAL 
were not disclosed by spokes- _ - 

men John Davies and i^onjll ae- f^l 

Leod H^F T &l ^ wOfll 36T 

^^TrSsidents and members of 
the John Birch Society there. 

! “We don’t want publicity,” Ajl AA■ I!■ am 

Davies said in reply.to a ques- HI IV1I1IIUI1 

tion on organization plans here. 

;<we don’t want to be turned The John Birch Socie1 
into a debating society , we cording to a bulletin iss , 
don’t want to be infiltrated^- it K ear is en 
The society lists as its goals „ ai f H ’ * 


u Vi lies u/mimuet; in aan.rran- . 
cisco and was produced by ^ 

Capitol Films, Washington/^ 68 ’ and br ? ded b * otb ? m 
D.C., with the assistance of the as a neo-fascist group seeking 
Un-American Activities Com- a of McCarthyism in the 

mittee. nation. 

The John Birch Society has . Davies said the group hopes 
been the subject of newspaper j? wrk through aroused pub- 
(See CONTROVERSIAL A-3). |ic opinion that wiU awaken your 
1 local congressman to the real 
g% if* menace of communism. "Our 

■» [ iA!) I nation is going socialist and col- 

WUai ^Ul lfictivist f ,> he wanned. 

Asked whether Lewis would 
A I. *>• forming the group in Vem 

IX T IVIIIIItjH Kira County, MacLeod saitf he 

1 lill,,IV11 assumed he would; Davies 

said he wouldn't. 

The John Birch Society, ac- T , . . . \ 

cording to a bulletin issued by ^ r f ied T /^ a Preface to. 

it a year ago, is governed by ““ th f :t i^ 1 "® 1 » ««»| <±> _±t^ 

a council, and among the mem- °Z Am _TT. he !l* ge . VS 


Ventura County Star-Free 
Press 

Ventura, Calif, 

March?, 1961 

Editor: Julius G-lus 


xiw swiviy iw emineil And amtmtt th* mA*n. ‘ uur iiwiw*s« « 

£ SR , *“ d *» * "M- —»-i 


11 TV T’ V'S 5 ST a,sZr£«> ->"»»«H» ’“i 

5vS “ e «sr«£"; 4 "r“ tv A i•*» s ,r 


vwunm^c, am*. *.> , , phaoter had a library nf-—--;-' .. . , - ) 

"against socialism.” It favors J £ 1)0 om need accus€ ]m neighbor 

abolition of the federal income J^ Thl o£ bein 6 a Communist or a 05m- 

tax ”but that is way down on - me uuuerm notes mat munist sympathizer; we dfen’t 

pur list," MacLeod replied in dy'mlker'Zb'rtWekh mf Beb have to suspWt any nci§hb0 f’’, 
«i, a rv-o»^lM < «n n 0n the Mass - has as its goal 1 Davies, who introduced *tbe 

^ tvI g fJl? ru«M wa c members. film, pointed out that it was ob-. 

The meeting last night v,as ... t i tained through Rep. Charles M.i 

led bv M Manlv I^ewis 710 Neither the list of our mem 

Mercer Ojai a ie'aclier of bers * o£ eitber local chapters Tea ? ue » , 0p * 

wercer at., vjai, a ccacner oi Thaoter nor their nation Abolition” had donei 

American government for the ine *m rae Lnapter nor tneir u (taTft anti.Communism 

□ act li vears at Ventura Hifih number, is ever given out t Q mOMW) ^am dfl u *tommwubm ; 
past u years at _ venuira _ mgn . , „ action than anvithma that’s 


School generation Abolltjon , M anybody, the bulletin says. ac ^? n anything that s 
uperauon AnautJon Another dnrnment from thd come along. Noting that there 
hi* been attacked as one-sided ^notner document iron* tne * f>.A 

aA distorted bv it«? critics and s P c, ^ty says this privacy for been some cntieism of the 

(blended as forthright and doc- members ”is to protect those fdm, mamly with cutting, tha^ 
uotenaea as lonnngmano ooc ^ disturbed should not alter the fact of what 

mAentary by its proponents. It J vnu w not W1 ; n ™ oisturoea „ . r«ntiniiwl 

deals with the riot <5 la<?t Sorin^ nuisance tactics.” Member- True, he continued, 

—^ 1 1 b ship, it points out, is by invi- ^ *ound track is not always 

tation only. synchronized with what you 

It takes its name from John' 5 ^ ! 

Birch, an American Christian QUEST IONS REPORT 
missionary, whom the society T M f ih 7 \r a finn fl i rmm 

' claims was kmed '‘ in cold bl00d cil of Cheches S warned u 

tbe mwnrfjew'iSrto^show 8 ; 

\ 1945 . He thus became 

\ , ably the first American casual- ^ an 6 m 8 f ° r “ tler s,de . £o 

\ ty in that third World War, be- bc Presented, Davies answer. Id; 

tween the Communists and the l Find <wt wh ° inspired that »e-' 
ever-shrinking ‘free world,’ 
which is still being waged 
against us 15 years later; a 
relentless war of which there is 
'no end in sight,” ** , 


deals with the riots last Spring I 
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[port from the National Council 
■of Churches” 

After the much-discussed film 
(was shown, Davies answered 
questions together 'with Lewis. 
Among comments from the au¬ 
dience of about 200: 

JOHN V. NEWMAN, Santa 
Ana Valley rancher and presi¬ 
dent of the California Council 
of Growers (a ranchers* organ¬ 
ization)—'Tve been to Russia, 
and Fra in favor of sending as 
many of our students there as 
we can, to let them see it for 
themselves. They’d see that 
what we have here is far bet¬ 
ter than what they have there/' 

JOHN A. DRON, SR., Ojai 
Valley civic leader and retired 
U.S. Army major—“I never ex¬ 
pected to see a church of God 
dedicated to the Gospel of Jesus 
(prist used for Americans to 
Hear false witness, in a motion! 
picture sponsored by a society] 
whose president declared that 


our former President, Dwight 
Eisenhower, is a dedicated 
Communist agent, that Chief 
Justice Earl Warren should be 
impeached for disloyalty, Con¬ 
sider and bear in mind that tins 
man said too that "Our democ¬ 
racy is a sham and a delu¬ 
sion/ ” 

MICHAEL KROLL, Ojai Val¬ 
ley student—“Has the House 
Un-American Activities Com¬ 
mittee ever investigated the Ku 
Klux Klan?” 

MRS. MARY MUNSELL, 
fie an of girls at Ventura High 
School—“If we want to criti¬ 
cize ( a government agency, 
would it not be better to write 
our congressmen, rather than 
incite others to riot? 0 

CHARLES GASSAWAY, Rice 
Road, Ojai, retired U.S. Navy 
officer—“Communism will in¬ 


filtrate wherever it can. We 
have got to be on guard agairftt 
it” f 

Lewis invited members of. life 
audience to write Rep. Teagtfe 
for more information on the 
House Un-American Activities 
Committee. He said he had 
done so and had received a 
considerable amount of litera¬ 
ture on its record and proceed¬ 
ings. 

More than anything else, he 
urged “action now. We don’t 
have time to quibble- 0 

He ended the meeting by ask¬ 
ing twice whether the group 
wanted more programs on thj, 
subject of anti-commnuism. Hi 
was answered by a round of ad 
plause. J 








Enter (from stage r 


,LOS ANGELES — Suburban 
newspaper columnists have 
ttben devoting: uneasy attention 
Recently to an organization 
known as the John Birch So- 
ciey, apparently a well-heeled 
outfit spawned by the Cold 
War. 

The society's * founder. is 
Robert Welch, 71, a retired 
Boston, Mam, candy manu¬ 
facturer, who set up the or¬ 
ganisation Dec. 9, 1958, at in? 
dianapolis, Ind. Neither the 
date or place seem to be of 
Significance but the society's 
"cell" method of organizing I 
and the role of its founder / 
seems to have aroused rntsgiy- / 
ings* s-. h 

Welch, who is described 
the absolute boss of the so- ' 
ciety, was born in North Caro¬ 
lina, finished the university 
there, spent two years at An¬ 
napolis and another two at 
^Harvard. He’s lived in Boston 
/since 1919. 

I “Democracy is merely a de¬ 
ceptive phrase,” Welch pro- 
«claimed on one occasion, “a 
weapon of demagoguery, and 
a perennial fraud*” 

amid wealthy 

Welch seems to have taken 
fright at some of the liberal 
decisions of the U. S. Supreme 
Court and his "cells" were 
commanded to wield pens in a 
letter writing campaign call¬ 
ing for the impeachment of 
Chief Justice Earl Warren. 

Welch also tackled the 
Eisenhower menace to free en-_ 
terprise. He thinks Milton 
Eisenhower, brother of the for¬ 
mer president, was a Commu¬ 
nist, and it is “his firm belief 
that Dwight Eisenhower is a 
dedicated, conscious agent of 
the Communist conspiracy*" 
That appeared in a 1958 
booklet, "The Politician,” writ¬ 
ten by Welch, which seems to 
have been withdrawn from cir¬ 
culation after being seen by 
a few leaders of the movement^) 

< i: 


Said Bill Sumner, in The Pas¬ 
adena Independent: 

“Locally, ana in this area, 
the Society seems to be at¬ 
tracting men and women of 
some substance. It would not 
pay to dismiss them as a group 
of fanatics and crackpots 
worthy only of a passing 
snort." 

Besides Pasadena, the so¬ 
ciety has picked up recruits in 
Santa Barbara. " Significantly, 
both communities are dominat¬ 


ed by the retire 

On Welch's d 
veteran enemiesi 
rights as Dean 
ion, T. Coleman 
mer income 
Spruilic Braden, 
American “expe? 
State Departme 
Menjou, unsavo 
House Un-Ame; 
Hollywood. 

Recruiting is 
meetings by m< 


—.«uoir - "calling- for with¬ 
drawal of Belgian military 
personnel. y 

f 3 then ’ he thr eatened 
to use force to keep the UN 
out. 

TIGHTER grip 

As new political assassina- 
Belgian puppets were 
reported in the Congo, as dem¬ 
onstrations continued around 
the globe against the murder 
ot Premier Patrice Lumumba 
one grim fact was unchanged 
7~ f, Belgians showed no in- 
tendon 0 f relaxing their im* 
periahst hold on the Congo's 
wealth, b 

Indeed, all available evidence 
l hat th ey were tifrhtenino- 


Train 

tar fire 

..Belgian, 
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liters to the 'Editor' 


The Readers’ Forum 


John Birch Society 


I -would like to express my appreciation 
for the columns concerning the John Birch 
Society. 

A number of people in our congregation 
have been concerned about this group and 
have had serious questions regarding it; and 
your publication of this information has 
been mast helpful in providing a real under-f 
standing of the true motivations behind this 
o "gantation. 

FRANK S. HAMILTON. Jr. 

South Pasadena I 

1 * 

May I compliment you on your columns I 
about the John Birch group? Perhaps well*! 
meaning (and perhaps not) organizations 
like this can be brought to the attention of 
most of us only through newspapers, 

I was horrified at seeing that six of the 
first ten letters to the editor were in favor 
of the John Birch group. You have done us 
a service in your reasonable presentation ot? 
the means and ends of this organization/ 
which, however well-intentioned it may bej 
y evidently willing to use totalitarian meany 
4> fight totalitarianism, 

MRS. T« H. JENSEN, Altadena 


Mr. Bill Sumner's excellent columns on 
the John Birch Society should awaken tem¬ 
perate members of the community to the 
means which this group uses to obtain its 
goals. 

Whenever government has moved into 
what had been the private sphere, the more 
conservative elements of society have felt 
oppressed. At times they may even be con¬ 
vinced that a large part of society is con- 
jjspiring to destroy their economic freedom. 

»-; With the spread of Russian imperialism, 
ja new label for advocates of change has be* 
come popular: Communism. Anyone whri 
supports social welfare measures or Jabot 
unions is suspect, If 60 per cent of the U.Sf 
public seems determined to extend social se? 
curity benefits, then 60 per cent of the coun¬ 
try is Communist, the John Birch Society 
would have us reach this conclusion. 

- - .But here lies a great danger. When Com¬ 
munists are imagined in every Rotary Club 
and school board, we become so afraid that 
drastic measures seem justified. Loyal 
Americans are accused of Communist activ* 
this we a id true international; 
Ubmmumsm by dividing our energieli 
against each other. 1 

ROBE RT T. RO SS, San Marino * 


* I want you to know how much I enjoy 
Bill Sumner's column. It is interesting, re¬ 
freshing, fun and enlightening. 

Tm glad he has written about the John 
Birch Society. I gather _that you along with 
a lot of other people, have heard about it 
ami wondered about its makeup, philosophy 
and aims—I certainly have. Their professed 
aim of fighting Communism is admirable, 
but their blanket, it would seem, condemna¬ 
tion of anyone who disagrees with them cer- 
tainly gives me pause. 

I hope you will write more about them 
s > all can take a closer look. 

MRS. PHYLLIS CAYMAN, 
South Pasadena 


Re: JOHN BIRCH 

SOCIETY 

LA file 100-59001 

“Star-News" 
Pasadena, Calif. 
February 27, 19&1 
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SttlMner’s HtyiMH’t 



Here’s What 
Made the 
Pot Boil 


By BILL SUMNER 


The last few weeks have been educational. We 
introduced the John Birch Society locally and it was 
like opening a Pandora’s box. I don’t think any of 
us had assessed properly the suspicion and hysteria 
that had been built up. And it has not, in truth, been 
one-sided. 

I think at this point we are going to have to 
guess at what started the pot to boiling. To me,- aij 
a conservative, the pent-up feelings are quite under-i 
standable and need to be understood in the light of! 
our recent history. There is no claim here that what^ 
follows is the answer, but it is an Honest viewpoint, 
-uperior or not. >] 

Frankly, the urgent message oil this group has 
appeal "for the conservative, we do have too 
much government, and it is — ~ * 


much oF) 
we can 


growing, and we don’t have . 
enough of a feeling of indl-" 
virtual responsibility. 

We continue to drift into 
a welfare state. We ,haye 
had important treason and 
\ve haven't seemed to real- 
that we are not in a 


i ★ ★ ★ . 

IN MY opinion, too, the 
Republicans have been lead- 
crllss for the past eight 
years. We’ll not deal with 
Mr. Eisenhower’s qualities 
as a President, but no orrfc 
ever accused him of being X 


this is debatable, 
add still another element, • 
We are a self-searching pco* i 
pie and probably have been * 
regarding our navels too ! 
strenuously during the past 
few years. We have had 
such an outpouring of fatal- ; 
Jsm, of defeatism, of self- 1 
abasement poured upon us 
■ in essay and novel that the 
more sensitive have tended 
to feel either that it is too 
late or that a good refuge, , 
after all, would be a $an« 1 
ned, Big Brother societal 
And the ultimate in yur 
bursts of fatalism is reach¬ 
ed by those who would dis¬ 
arm unilaterally, as a ges¬ 
ture of faith, and by those 
t who have insisted that we. 

* must stop testing weapons 
so we can show the world' 
thftt we are among the pure 
at heart We have lost 
Wughness of both the spirit ; 
a^id muscle, and there are j 
too lew around who would] 
say, "To hell with them/' j 
in an outpouring of self in-! 
terest _ _i 


rid mar we are jkjl . ~~ x 

tv a me of international patty- politician or a political lea()t 
cake with Russia, Rightly, er of the whip-cracking vafc 
X w think, we set out to put , *ty that makes his part. 
k war-ruined world back on a force, 
its feet, but have continued 
the handout as an extension : 
of foreign policy, seeking to : 
buy friendship we may or 
may not want or need and 
finding, to our despair, that j 
it hasn’t taken Ijutyway. 

The conservative, too* has 
been teaderlessli since the 
death of Senator Tait. Sen- : 
ator Goldwater is an honest 
conservative with consider¬ 
ably more personal appeal 
than Taft, but as yet has 
neither the Taft prestige 
or influence, • — 


1 ^ ^ 

TnVhX THERE has been 
a need for a . conservative 
leader, a man, .as Robert 
Welch’ has pictured himself, 

, on a white horse. And he 
< has offered a religion in a 
/ sense, and a sense of direc¬ 
tion, purpose and toughness 
, thaf has appealed to many 
detainng conservatives. 

Unfortunately, the critics 
of 4 the ideal state he pictures 
are Reds, Finks or Unwit¬ 
ting Dupes, the latter being 
' those who can’t quite swal- 
. low Mr. Welch’s philosophy 
' or history lessons in jjbeir 
! entirety. 

And what has been aqniev- 
led on a local level ijfe no 
jvictory. for conservatism, 
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but a build-up of name call- ■ 
jng, \msin nation and at , 
times hysterical pressure 1 \ 
that seems even to he d,e- > 
stroying friendships of long: ■ 
standing* I may lack under¬ 
standing, but I find it diffki J 
cult to see what all of this 
has to do with conservatism 
or even the rooting out of 
Keds. 

I would like, in regard to 
this last, to quote from J* 
Edgar Hoover’s book “Mas¬ 
ters of Deceit,” probably the 
most thorough text available 
on communist strategy and 
tactics. 

★ ★ ★ 

HOOVER ASKS that the' 
private citizen assist the 
FBI in its “responsibility 
over matters relating to es- | 
pionage, sabotage, and sub¬ 
versive activities . . 

He says, however, “Stick 
to the facts. The FBI is not 
interested in rumor or idle 
gossip. Talebearing should 
always be avoided. The FBI 
is not interested in what a 
person thinks but what he 
does to undermine our na¬ 
tional security, 

“Don't try to do any in¬ 
vestigating yourself. Secur¬ 
ity investigations require 
great care and effort. The 
innocent must be protected 
as well as the guilty identi¬ 
fied, That is the job for the 
professional investi gate r. 
Hysteria, vutch hunts, and 
vigilantes Weaken our inter¬ 
nal securitjl” 

★ ** ★ 


AND .later:" „ — 

“As we have seen, ISenti- 
fying communists is not 
easy. They are trained in 
deceit and trickery and use 
every form of camouflage 
r add dishonesty to'advance 
; their cause., ' 

"For this reason we must 
; absolutely certain that 
our fight is waged with full 
regard for the historic lib¬ 
erties of this greaft nation; 
This is the fundamental pre¬ 
mise of any attack against 
communism, 

"Too often I have seen 
cases where loyal and pat¬ 
riotic but misguided Ameri¬ 
cans have thought they were 
'fighting communism' by 
slapping the label of 'Red’ ■ 
or ‘communist’ on anybody 
who happened to be differ¬ 
ent from them or to have 
ideas with which they did / 
not agree. ) 

"Smears, character assays. i 
nation, and the scattering 
■ of irresponsible charges i 
have no place in this nation. • 

1 they create division, suspi¬ 
cion, and distrust among loy¬ 
al Americans — just what - 

the communists want_and 

hinder rather than aid the 
fight against communism. 

"Another thing. Time 
after time in this book I 
have mentioned that honest . 
dissent should not be con¬ 
fused with disloyalty. A man 
has a right to think as he j 
wishes: that’s the strength 
of our form of government” J 
There are few, I think. ■ 
who would call Mr. Hqov*r 
an "unwitting ’dupe.”. 1 


pASAD&vfl- 
S + AvZ. - /\l 

f^SO^&rv/A CfvLiF 
I 


HEREIf; x Ui: r ' 


?'! HOhTA' 


• .j • •• 

DV #• 






b6 







b6 

b7C 



compton, camornia 
March 2, 1961 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U. S. Department of Justice 
1340 W. 6th Street 
Los Angeles, California 

Gentlemen: 


,S 


/ 


A' 


My wife and I recently agreed to become chapter 
leaders of a local chapter of the JOHN BIR&H SOCIETY 
whose headquarters are in Belmont, Massachusetts. 


i 




py 



There has been some controversy in the newspapers, 
radio and television concerning this organization, and it has 
been labeled by some as subversive. 

I 

While we do not find any subversive activities within r 

the organization, before becoming further involved in the 
work, we would like a letter from you advising whether or 
not this organization is objectional or listed in your files as > 

subversive. 


| | and I want to be on record with your 

agenc^ that we are very anxious to do our part to expose and 
stop/communist menance, but at the same time expect your 
agency to advise us against the wrong' group with which to 
associate ourselves. 


May we hear from you? 
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13^0 West Sixth Street 
Los Angeles 17 , California 

March 7, 1961 


ugagtoB 1 ;.c ' mro ' mr 

Dear Mr. 


CD 


Alt 

HOT ISlfiJCtKSSiU* 

yi-mm 


am.&au- 


v; 
. 1.5 ft 


Thank you for your letter of March 

2 , 1961 . 

Although I would like to be of service, 
X wish to advise that information in FBI files is 
confidential and available for official use only, 
X would like to point out also that the FBI is 
strictly a fact-finding agency, and it is not 
within the limits of its prescribed functions to 
draw conclusions or make evaluations as to the 
character or integrity of any organisation or 
individual. 


I know you will understand the reason 
for these rules and will not infer that we do, or 
that we do not, have the information you request. 


I would suggest, however, that you direct 
your inquiry to the Department of justice, attention 
Subversive Organizations Section, Internal Security 
Division, Washington, D. C. 


Very truly yours. 




Searched 

INDEXED 

■ s&uized 

/co £j£0£JM. 




Complaint Form ri 
FD-7] (10-20-55) 


Note:' Hand print names legibly; handwriting satisfactory for remainder, 


Subject's name and alLdses 


JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY £ 
i) ( 6 ° ' • 


Complainant 


^ress of subject 


Complainant's address <nd 
telephone number , 


Race 

Sex 

Height 


1 ] Wale 


Age 

1. 1 F emale 

Weight 


Cdnplexion 


5* Scars, marts or other data 

—» «K, 

s> o 


Facts of complaint 


b6 

b7C 


Character of case 

SM-X 


Complaint received 
1 [ personal I 3C 1 Telephonic 
Date S/S/SI_ Time _ 


Date ' ' ^ Time _ 

Birth date and Birthplace 


|___| identified himself as president of -Local 9510, C mmunications Workers of 
America telephonic ally inquired of t he merits of the John Birch Society and 
whether the te.ctis used by this organia'atirn identical to tactiee used by the 
Communists/ 

I j advised we could not offer/comment either way for reason-files of FBI 
are Confidential / 



S^gdti. 




SERIAU2ED/^^.FlLf.D...L^^ 
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Action Recommended 

100-0 E.J. KIRBY 


(Agent) 
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1340 west Sixth Street 
Lhs Angeles 17 > California 
March. 10, l$5l. 



Although I would lilce to Its of service, 

I wish to advise that Information In .FBI flies is 
confidential and available for official use only. 

I would like to point out also that the FBI is 
strictly a fact-finding agency, and it Is not within 
the limits of its prescribed functions to draw con¬ 
clusions or make evaluations as to the character or 
integrity of any organization, individual or publica¬ 
tion. 

I know you will understand the reason for 
these rules and will not infer that wo do, or that 
we do not, have the- information you request. 

Very truly yours. 


;-j. a. sihon 

Special Agent in Charge 


1..,- Addressee 

•'1 Los Angeles (100-59001- ). 
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134-0 v'lest Sixth Street 
Los Mgeles 17 , California 
March. 10, 1361 
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HEi?SIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
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Camarillo, California 


Dear 


Blank you for your recent letter. 


Although I would like to ho of service, I 
wish to advise that information in FBI files is 
confidential and available for official use only. 

1 would like to point out alsp that the FBI is 
strictly a fact-finding agency, ar.d it is not Within 
the limits of its prescribed, functions to draw 
conclusions or raal-re evaluations as to the character 
or integrity of any organization, individual or 
publication. X an sure that yon will readily under¬ 
stand the FBI*s- position in connection with your 
question. 

Returned herewith is the self-addressed, 
stamped envelope which you enclosed with your letter, 

Very truly yours. 


0 * 


■J. 0. Sir-ZOX 

Special Agent In' Charge 
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1. - Addressee 

1 - Los Angeles (100-59001- ) 
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